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purpose in the universe; because, in the fret Place, apart froma
what has just been said with regard to the limitations to whicÎhthe guider of affaire may be subjeet, no one ie eufficiezitly
acquainted with the. intentions of the Deity to inake auch astatement; secoudly, since the existence of evil is compatiblewith the nature of reality, it is a question whether any par
ticular evil is too great to be incompatible with existence; andin the third place, there are sonie who do flot Eee any evil inthe idea of a limited duration of huinan conseiousneses at alievents of some consciousness. Thoughtful persons wlthstrenuous ideals wiil hardly conesider an indefinite prolongation>
of life desirable, unless the future ife is to be richer and fuller
of achievement than the present one.

It is interesting to notice, as a matter of fact, that ailtheists haveý not upheld the doctrine of the indestructibility
of human personalities as such. The refined thelsm, of 80notable a thinker as Lotze was averse fromn maintajinig that
ail human beings were necessarily ixnmortal. Lotze hèld,very plausibly, froin his standpoint, that finite ininds x8on.ly to carry out some divine purpose, and when once this îsfulfiiled they are no longer required, and hence may uycease to be. And, viewing the question from. an etia
8tandpoint, surely a generâl indiscrimninate immortatjywould seem to be incr'edible. It would be unintlibehow a rational reality to which the attribute of goodjemis,,in any comprehensible sense, ascribable (and if it i.3not, then cadit qioe8tio) must guarantee the indefinite contin,-uance of ail human beinga, no matter how stupid or unwrhand incapable of change. Indeed, the belief in imintaitseerne ail the less credible when we consider the character ofsome of the believers. Only if it could be shown that soi. orany humnan beings were of sufficient value to the nvr8to be conserved, would the idea of their eternal continuanc

seem probable from the st&ndpoint of ethice. But it is opossible to put forward the criterjon which would enable u8 tosay just what gives one individual, in ths respect, a cnrading superiority over hie feilow-men. Leaving out of cot
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