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real little girl, but some people love to read about
them; they both die young. But “Pip,” in “ Great
Expectations,” is a very live boy indeed, and he
grows up to be a not-too-good young man—very
selfish and conceited. If you want to read a true
description of a thoroughly frightened child, read
in the first chapters of “ Great Expectations,” how
Pip stole the pie and the brandy for the escaped
convict, and how he felt when the soldiers came in
- at the door after him, as he thought. For the only
way to know about Dickens is to read for your-
self. His books can be read over and over again.

I wish more children agreed with Thackeray’s
little daughter, of whom her father said: “All
children ought to love Dickens. I know two who
do. T know a little girl who, when she is happy,
reads “ Nicholas Nickleby ”; when she is unhappy,
reads “ Nicholas Nickleby ”; when she is tired,
reads “ Nicholas Nickleby ”; when she is in bed,
reads “ Nicholas Nickleby ”; when she has nothing
to do, reads “ Nicholas Nickleby ”’; and when she
has finished the book, reads “ Nicholas Nickleby ”
over again.”
reason to be thankful,” Thackeray goes on to say,
“to this kind friend, who soothed and charmed so
many hours, brought pleasure and sweet laughter

to so many homes, made such multitudes of child-
ren happy?”’ ;

The World of Dickens.

People may or may not like Dickens’s books, and
there are plenty of both classes, but no one can
escape him. The countless characters he created
have become part of the make-up of our minds and
expression, and he is incorporated in the language.
Who is: there that has not heard of “Little Nell,”
of “Traddles,” of “ Scrooge” or “Squeers,” of
“Bill Sykes” and “ Mr. Micawber,” and “ Uriah
Heep ” ?. Why, we know them as well as we know

the people whom we meet every day; better, for

that matter, since they have become types by which
we measure the living world. To call a man a
“ Pecksniff " is to label him pretty clearly, and even
inanimate things, like the “Old Curiosity Shop,”

have given their name and character to numberless
followers. No, we can’t escape from Dickens, even
if we want to. The world he made has come to

be a part of the world we all live in; we use the

names he used, and speak the phrases in our every-
day intercourse; in fact, it is hard to think of a
world with all the Dickens characters left out of it.
—F ebruary St. Nichola:,

“ Have not you, have not I, all of us,

Dickens and Jolly Living. i

Life was inexpressibly sweet to him (Dickens),
and he had a veritable zest for it. He loved the
streets of London because they were filled with
crowds of men, women and children. His zest for -
life is shown in the way he describes a frosty wmter_}
n'ormng, the pleasant excitement of the departm‘e
of a coach, and the naive delight he takes in the -
enormous meals his characters devour.. He fills
the hungry with good things. . . . Some novehs;s %
never give us anything to eat and drink, others \
us too much. . . . Hawthorne seldom places hil
characters about the dinner table, and when he

the food lacks both variety, and abunda

Dickens, there 13 a vast amount of beef

" a restaurant, where every article in the |
»fare is portrayed with reahstic x:ehsh-;

hunger,” and then read the “ Faer
no ineals are served except to one of ,
sins! No dyspeptic should ever
the vicarious diet of the character

Every child in ind
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dition of children is due in
unremitting efforts in their.
is the golden age for children, an
are making the mostof it, and wi
so, while the kindergarten and
the place of dlsmplme :
have suff continual
write about fhe bad manners of
ren, with sych mordant bittes
phasized was not so much.them or
constantly suffered by children, as thy
to their dignity. They were repre:
beaten, they were starved; but w
they were treated with a grinning cc
more odious than deliberate ms




