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Our Native Trees.-IX.
Bv G. U. HAY.

Evergreens. -The flemiock.
The hemilock (Teuga canadenisis) is one of the

niÔst graceful of our evergreen trees. When grow-
ing where there is plenty of space its lower branches
are often long and straggling, but when found in
the forests wihere its rmots penetrate into rich mould,
the formaition of centuries of decayed leaves,ý it is
of a majestic appearance, often*from eighty to one
hundred. fec in fheiglit and with e itrunk dianieter
of three or four feet The young hem-lock trees
surpass mi alther evergreens in the grace and féath-
ery fightness.of their dense fdhfiage whiieh beyds to
the sligWiest breeze. Their narrow, short-peJtioled
leaves, dark green above and pale 'beneath, are 'dis-
posed in level sprays on the horizontal or <hooping
branches. The 9=1ll pendulous cones, very nunier-
ous and soarcely longer dtihnhe spreading leaves,
add andiher 4ement of beauty to tihe tree'in ie
eatrly years of kts growth.

The tetim "fautlhful" thaît Longfellow appies te
the hemlock Tefers to. the unchanging green of its
leaves in summer and winter. But in Late spring
and early summer tihe tips of the tiwigs and branchés
are eklded .with fea±hery masses'of It1e new, yellmy-
ish-green leaves wbidh -forsn a beautiful contrast

- with flic dark green leaves of tihe previons year, and
*produce an effect pernhaps'unequalled by any other

foret tree. AM the hemlock cornes to maturity its
foliage becoines les attractive,'alt4ough it increases
in sturdiness and maj esty. Gtrowing in the férest,
'the trunk usually tapers mu'den.ly near the top
spreading otit its newer foliage over the tops of the
surrvuniding trees. The lower part of tihe trunk is
beset witih stiff, broken or dead brandhes, or t -is
quite bare. The smootlhclose fitting bark of tihe
young îtrees graâiuihIy passes into tihe rough, deeply
furrowed bark of the mature trees wihidh bear a
resemblance to the red or black: spruce.

.T'e hernl*ck belongs to the group, of plants
w$hich bear tWb. kinds of flower's on tihe, same plant,
hence oalled monoecious, that is, growing in one
househol; ie staininate flowers or lihose whidh
produce poilen, are in loose catdns, .growing f rou
the axils of lest yeasrs leves; tihe pistillate catkins,
destined to beconie tihe cones, are ut ithe ends of ilest
year's branchlets. At thxe Pse of tihe green fleshy
soeles twhich- clothe thq% pistillate càtkinýs are the
ovuzles wMh ripen into seeds aiter being fertiilized
by the pollen. In their eavly growllh the coues are
of a crimson colour, gradualay chan'ging to a browrt

The seecis mature tfhe first year, but niany of the
-dry cones -often dling to tihe trees for several yer.

1Ihe wood of the hemrlock is soft, weak, ci'ooked
in the grain, brittie aid eYM lable to solinter. It
is of a ligit brown or nearly whiite cclour. A cubic
foot weighs 26 ibs. It is largely saw'edinito -boards
of an inferior quality, used for dieaper building
purposes, sudi as. flooring, shingles, materiei for
wtarves, mines, etc. It is one of t1hemost duoele
timnbers under water. It gives a tiehl bold for najils,
and its -boards are ini commnon use for tihe firut
coveririg of frame bouses. Other uses aire féund for.
it, as pines and cifher more expensive fiibers are
becomring rare.

Hein 'lock bark is useà -for, tanning leather,_ and
the manufacture of theextract for tanring is quite
an induàtry in Quebec and to a less extent ini New
Brutnswvick. Indeed, the bark bas for yeairs been
regarded as t!he only valurable part of the tree. A
section of the 'bihi recently introduced by Premier
Tweedie into the New Brunswick Legislature for the
preservation of forests makes it comnpilsory for hihose
wiho bave cut downhfixrock: trees for tiheir heark to
remrove -the trunks in order to lessen the dhanger
f rom forest fires. That sudli a laiw is necesary shows
dhuit tihere is stil wanton waste of wbat nmy lie
considered as firy good timber. This 'wholestaie
destruction of hemnlock trees for the manufacture
of exitract ttireatens to lessen seriously eie further
supply of hiemlock, a wood that will 'beome more
and more useful as pine disappears.

Hemrlock ou, distilied £rom the yeung ktarves and
shorots, and hiemlock gum. or "Canada pitdh," as it
is called, a iresinous exuda-tion -from ;àld trees, are
both usezi in medicine. The wood is of littie value
as fuel, bumning up very quicky, and wi'th a doud
crackling noise like thaît of poplar wood.

The ground. hemlock (Taxus canadenslis) is a low
sitraggling evergreen shSub with leaves bright green
on both sides and witli a red berry-hike fruit enclos-
ing a bony seed.,

The juniper (Juniperus communis) is usualy
found as a low straggling shrub in 'these provýincCs,
with rigid, 'pricklly leaves. Its blue berry4ike fruit
encloses froni one to three bony seeds.

T eachers will find it useful as a preparation for'
Arbor day -to revýiew the lessons on our native trees
which began in the Mardi, i905, number of the
REVIEW.

Many of the parts of evergreen and deoiduous
tbrees are good su'bjects for free-iiand drawing:
l3eginners may draw the leaf-dutrs of the differ-.


