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really the leost of the evils arising from
decay o! the teeth, and only serves as a
danger signal or warning as te what will
foilow. It is the Iowering o! the general
vitality o! the body by the constant swal-
lowing of hall masticated and unsalivated
food which pute the child wîth decayed
teeth at such a disadvantage li thes trug-
gle for existence. Gernian staticians prove
that the children with defective teeth are
intellectually inferior ko those with healthy
mouths, and loose much more tume in
their studies than what is required to keep
their teeth inx thorough repair. Therefore
the Ger-man Government has adoptedl a
regular systern o! inspection for ehool
children's teeth, and inx many centres lias
provlded free dental hospitais for looking
sfter the teeth cf ail those who cannot
aflord the ser-vices cf a practicing dentiet.
Germany and the Buropean counitries li
general have been mucli ahead cf ns on
this aide o! the Atlantic ini loolcing after
the, teeth of their cbldren. We are only
just a.wûening ko the urgent necessity for
adopting these prntective mensures. Dis-
*ased conditions o! the xnouth and teeth,
are alrnost universa amc>ng modlem civil-
îi. d nations.

Examinaition cf 4,2,59 pupils in the Hali-
fax echools -ehlowcd 970 with irregularitien;
816 mouthl breaithers; 2414 with fractured
teeth; 103 with abcrRes; 1,000 or more
with teeth roated withi calculusq or tartar.
Onily 943 had t«ooth brushes, 423 had lest
al! of their firot permanent molaxa, the most
important tooth in the alveolar arcli, 9734
per cent. had defeetive teeth, one way or
another.

Out of 1,400 pupils examined in New
York City, 74 per cent. suffered froni de-
feotive teeth, 19 per cent froni defective
eyes; 47 per cent froni diqeesed glande;
27 per cent. froni nasal trouble and 29 per
cent. from throat trouble.

In Toronto a careful examination o! the
beeth of the pupil6 in the Elizabeth St.
Sohool and lin the Church St. School shows
the. following appalling conditions:
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Notice the close relationship between the
figures representing the physical condition,
Iack of mastication, abeees and pain, their
ge.nerai inteiv3ependence and oorrelation.

Subjoined îs a table showing the condi-
tionsq found among the, various races of the
globe as f ar s obtainable
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The report of the International Dental
Congres iit Copenhagen li 1895 gives 80--
98.5 per cent. as the a.verage number with
defective teeth in &Il civflized countrîes of
the world.

Examinatîons of the skuils of ancient
races show a mucli more perfect condition
of! the teeth than what is found among
civilized p-eople to-day. The question nat-
urally arises, why thie inferiority in tooth
tissue amnong civilized nations in compari-
son with savage and ancient races. Ap-
parently c.hanged conditions of feeding are
largely resporisible for this retrograde move-
nment of civilization. Thstead of the raw
uncooked vegetable and animal diet of un-
civilized people requiring a vigorous and
prolonged process of mastication we adopt
a diet conisting7 ma.inly of soft pappy prep-
erations, which require no effort at ma6ti-
cation, but which can be rapidly swallowed
en-masse. Lack of use has evidently been
the greatest factor li the degeneration of
tooth structure and contraction of the jaws.


