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RURAL TELEPHONE CONsTrRUCTION 18 ABOVE THE
NORMAL.

810W0 Miles of Rural Telephone Construction.
Rural telpphone construction this year ln the province

of Sask<atchewan la stateti by Mr. D. C. MeNab to be slight-
ly above normal, with condition healthy anei prospects
bright. -While there have been years," said Mr. McN&b,
*'In which more rapiti development has been made, It is
estimated that from 7,500 to 8,000 new telephone mileage
will be completeti this year."

"Fromn May 1, When this fiscal year began, to July 24,
a total of 503 applications have been deait with, tbis fig-
ure of course inclutiing a certain number or uncompleteti
applications left over fro-n the preceding perioti. These
In the aggregate amount to a pole mileage of 11,138%, miles.
and new subscribers numbering 13.254. During the same
period 140 debenture issues of rural telephone companies
have been authorised, amounting to $1,663,100, anti rekpre-
senting 4,546 pole miles anti 5,205 subscribers."

"If all applications now on hanti coulti be immediately
put ln the contractors' hands, it tvoulti mean a very large
year's worlc, but owing to the tact that the Local Govern-
ment Board requiires that eighty-five per cent of the lands
that will have to bear telepli ne taxation must bc free of
ail arrears of taxes, a considerable number of the proposeti
companies are temporarily heldl back. The present un..
certainty as to the ultinmate price of wheat will possibly
keep some conipanies from carrying out their plans to
builti in the immedilate future, although all those ôom-
Panies whose tiebentures have heen authorised will dloubt -
less proceeti with construction without delay."
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