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The Invention

of the

Stokes Gun.

The Stokes gun, which has

proved such a valuable weapon
throughout the war, especially

during the period of so-called
: .
stalemate, was invented by Sir

Wilfrid Stokes, K.B.E.

By "profession a peaceful gentle-
an it seems strange that such a
deadly weapon should emanate
from him, but as he explains, it
was the result of a convinecing talk
he had with a friend of his re-
turned from the front.

This friend in his conversation
made the point clear that the war
was a battle of wits and that the
side which could produce the most
effective death-dealing weapons
would win.

‘I had never tried to invent any-
thing in my life but my friend’s
words inspired me with ambition,’
says Sir Wilfrid, and he set to work
On experiments which ultimately
resulted in the production of the
gun named after him.

One of the war correspondents
de%enbod the gun as one which
‘sends up into the air a flight of
bombs which sail down to their ob-
Jective with deadly accuracy and
a terrific explosive effect.’

The first gun, a primitive one,
Was made at Messrs. Ransomes and

Rapier’s factory at Ipswich, Eng-
and, out of a piece of drawn tube
with shells made out of pieces of
bar steel. The results of the first
experiments far exceeded expecta-
tions and much to everyone’s sur-
prise the first shot landed very
close to a cottage.

Week-ends were devoted to the
improvement of the gun in order
to-develop something acceptable to
the authorities. Long and arduous
experiments were made, sometimes
successful sometimes not, but steady

‘plugging’ brought about a gun,
the equal of which, for its parti-
cular purpose has never been
found.

The original idea was that the

propellant should be placed in a
central cavity in the base of the
shell jand that it should blow out
the end of the cartridge past a
striker having a pointed end.

This however involved periodically

clearing the gun so that a square
ended striker with a ecartridee
c¢hamber in the shell was tried with
the result that a solid steel shell
split open and almost burst the
barrel. This taught caution and
before further experiments were

made certain caleulations were
made.
Changeable weather increased

the difficulty of arriving at a con-
clusion. Trials made on a fine
sunny day with suecess  would

prove failures on chilly days. Such
uneyven results were discouraging
but did no more than delay pro-
gress, and finally the gun was
ready for service capable of firing
forty-three rounds of eleven pound
shell per minute, the shell con-
taining nearly three times the
amount of explosive as that con-
tained in an eighteen
artillery shell.

A range of about four hundred
and thirty yards was at first eon-
sidered sufficient but under war
conditions it became advisable to
inerease the range, and this has
been done by 1ddmﬂ extra charges
made up in the form of rings. These
nearly double the range though the

pound
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Dreamland on a Troopship.

We would respectfully ask that, in making purchases. you
“patronize those who |patronize us.”




