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grammes of any sort have beenI conspiCcuts l)y their absence, and it is 'lot too

iincli to hlope that, if they were fuiruisbed(, the Arts Society colnld boast of a

largrer attendance at its mieeting,,s andl couil( (Io mutch more tlan it 110w d0es to-

\Vards "sci viiig as aL bond of union aniolig ils mi-embers.''

'l'le Litcrary Society of the lacuiliy of Eduication, at their regiar meet-

in g on Dec. iS, N\,rc favoredl \ithi ant îllistrated lecture on tbe ''ievelopmcent,

()f thie Euiglish Novel,'' 1w Dr. ()J.Stevensonî. A toule cf realisin was giveu

tO) the lecture by thro(wiiig 0on the scrcen 1ictllres cf the varions auithors whose

Wtorl<s were lheing discuissed.

V-Ireatiug,( of snch anli extensive subject, the lecture ivas necessarilv more or less

cf ail oitlinie. but, as Dr. S-'teveuisoli sail in bis intro(luctorv remlarks, it lbad a

l)egiîingil, and ani eliiig and I Fose whco listened to it wvelt aivay witli sorie

(lefilite idea of ilîe different schools cf FAuglisli novelists and thecir relations to

011C aiiother. The n()vel, said Dr. Stevenson, hia( replace(tthe cîrama l)ecalise

it was pectiliarly fitted for the depiction and the anialvsis cf the complexity cf

Miodlern life, a coml)lexity thiat camne more and( more in evidence ini proportion

as mian recognize(l the powerftul infliieuice cf external conditions, envirofimient

ý1i1d heredity iii mnoulding- bis life. The Engi,-lisli novel, a sy steimatic stuidy cf

Which biad to begin, wxith Defoe's Robinison Criusce, was at first comparatively

simtple ini character and coufined itself alnîcost exclusively to the treatinent of

Illauiers and sentimîent. WibScott it becanie extrelinely conîprehlensive an(d

c(i11iî>uitc and lias continuied s0 to the presenit tinte. Sketches were thei ýgiveni

cIf idealistie, realistie, andl sociologicl l ovel writers and thecir thiecries. Wiýtlî

regard to niioderîl fiction it ivas POillted()lit that oir hîlstorical and romlalitic

lovels were imerely dleveloIlllents frolln tlîe novels cf Scott and(l Iat thîe p)rescrit

favor il, which the breezy anîd racv shiort storý, is lield, is arexdue to the dis-

app)1oiîîtîngo conclusions reachied iii the problcmi novels cf snicb w'riters as H-ardy,

'lîstol, Ibiseni andl Zola.

''Early Romian Religion" was the snbject cf a îîaper rea(1 before the Phil-

o>sophica1 Society ou Dec. i(-, by Prof. Canmpbell, tbe bionorarv presidlIt. ZO-

flani religionj, lie said, conil( lie coliveniently (livi(le( into four periodl5 (i1 )

theC tribal period. (2) ibiat resnilting fromn tbe influence cf iMagnia Graecia, (3)

tîlat prodnced by contact with Etriuria, (4.) that whicli was the resuilt cf the il]-

1t .1lnece cf lvtaiand O riental beliefs. 'l'le paper read treated excltisivelv

cIf thîe first perio(l. I t vas 1)oilite(l out tliat aIl religionis, and 'lotie nmore so titan

('brstiNitvere proforindly ilnienced b) the envircumient anid physîcal con-

(hticnsni wbîlî the ieclîl )rfs itemi w'ere placed. The Gree n

Romlan gods, nuanv cf xvhich w'ere cften colisidered as idetîtcal, were, as shown,

1Ythecir eal1v sigihfcance, really separate anid dlistinict decities. Tlien followed

ni iliteresting dlescripition of the att ribultes cf the early Roman gods, attrililtes

W hIicli were cistaiitly chianging arnd becol in, cea(lmr atila b

Rýonian peo0ple turne(l from tbecir early pastoral and agrictiltural habits to more


