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our sketch was an omnivorous reader. B.-
fore he was fourteen hoe read bo5ks on elec-
tricity, mi ignatisnî and astronomy as well
as ail kinds a? fiction, a'nong which werc
Sir Walter's Scott's works. A favorite
baok with hlm, aven then, was Bunyan's
Pilgrim's Progress. In*a year or two later
hoe took ta sucb reading as Tennyson,Byron,
Keats, Shakespeare, DcýQuincy, Cileridge,
and, above ail, Carlyle's French Revolution,
wbichprofoundly impressed birn. When the
father returned to Glagiw, John foui-d
bis way ta reading phuilosophical works,
begiuning witb those o? Dugald Stewart.
Beforo gntering the University of Glasgow
in 1866, hoe had read ail Reid's and Sir
William Ilarilton's works as well as Fer-
rier's Institutes and Romains. In 1868
ho took the first prize in Logic and Rbetoric.
In 1869 ho gained the fir8t prizo if
Moral Philosophy. In 1871 hoe gained
the first prize and the Buchanan Gold
Modal in Englisb Literature. He graduated
in the spring af 1872 as M.A. with firat
class honors in Mental and Moral Philos-
opby and English Literature. In the samne
year ho was appointed ta the chair o? Logic,
Metaphysios and Ethios in Qaeon's College,
ta the great advantage of the university
and the interests o? hLigher education in
'Canada and the United States, and indeed
throughout the whole world a? pbilosophic
thought.

He bas writtcn for eucb periodicals
and papers as the Journal ol Speculative
Pltilosoplnj , the Cianadian Mont hly, the
P'hilosophlicall]ee',iew and Queen's Quarterly.

*His books ara IlKant and his Englisb
Critics," IlShelling's Transcendental Ideal-
ism, " and IlSelections from Kant,." A book
le already announced ta ho published in the
Library o? Philosophy, entitled "lThe Prin-
ciple o? Evolution ; its growtb and applica-
tions." Ail these books and bis lectures o?
an historic kiud an tbe Pbilosophy o? Reli-
gion show that Dr. Watson's pbilosophy
qualifies hirn ta takre the very deepest inter-
est in the special dopartments o? Hietory,
Art and Politics, and indeod in the variaus
fields of rosearcli hearing upon ail that con-
ce ras human life. He was married in 1874
ta Miss Margaret Patterson Mitchell, o?
Glasgow. Hie bas a family o? four, lis
fatber is still alive ; bis inother died two
years aga. Tbe eminence ta wbicb ho has
attained is such that did poli or power

fweigh with bim as with many, Queen's
are this would bave last bis services again
and again. Professar Clark, oi Trinity
ýCollege, Toronto, says that ho is by u'iiver-
sal consent the foremost man in philosopby
an this sida the Atlantic, whilst Dr. Scbur-
man, president ai Corneli University, pro-
nounces bim the foremost o? aIl pbilosopbi-
cal teachers and writers in the English-
speaking world. Professor Edward Caird,
bis3 teacher at Glasgow University, recently
appainted matter of Balliol Collego,Oxford,
and succossor ta Professer Jowett, said ta
a ?riend o? the writer that amang the emin-
ont mon who had passed tbrough bis classes
"he bail only anc Watson."

One muet canfsss tbat it ie with same
shrinking an attompt je made ta set foith
in any way the merits oi sucb a man ;how-
ever, this is not an effort ta furnish an
estimate o? bim as a philosopher. That task
would requiro ta be undertaken hy other
tiens than mine. I dosire bore ta givo the
impression Dr. Watson bas made upon me
by intercourso with bim in private and at
-the Confereuces of the Thoogical Alumni
Association held at Queon's during the laet

two winters. The featuro tgo o? this imi-
pression, t) which I shahl chietly confiue rny-
self, is the iclea he appears ta m: ta hold
o? the aima o? philosophy ani how tit idea
affects the chatractgr of bis wark as a
teacher.

Dr. Watson, in the course of conversa-
tion, utters memorable statements. Oae o?
these which 1 rec-ahl was ta the cffect that
philosophy explicitly states wbat every un-
sopbisticated mmnd can rccognizc a-i its awn
implicit contents, when properly painted out
ta it. Fram this view of the function of
philasophy it can oasily be seen that any-
thing that isolates the nîind froni the rela-
tions in which, it actually exists, demies ta
it aIl knowlodge wortby of the naine of
reality. God and the world must be con-
ceived as in actual relation ta the mind,
aise these Cannot be known in any truc and
efficaciaus way. As I know things in re-
lation ta my canisciausness 1 knaw them
really. Only, indced, ta that extent do I
know them. AIl statements about knaw-
ing tbingi in tlemselves, about substances
in wbich qualities inhere, and so forth, are
rneaninglcss. "lThero is a spirit in man
and the inspiration af the Almighty giveth
bim undorstanding," but anly as hoe abides
in the conditions in which real knowledge
is ta bo faund. Oaly as we are true ta the
termis o? the covarnants under which knaw-
ledge is vouchsafed up, can wo, in any truc
fashion, ho said ta know anything what-
ever. These terms are God, the ego
and the world. Gad, the ego, and the
non-ega exist in arganic and, therefore,
inseparable connectian. In the attempt ta
gain knowledge, we must not ignore either
of tbese, aise we are daomod ta ignorance
regarding ail. To offend in anc point bore
is ta inflict harm upon al]. Philosophy, in
rethinking for mon in an adequate way.
their ardinary oxperionces must achieve
eitber an absolute synthesis or nathing.
Such phrases as subjective synthesis, and
such conceptions as regard the ega as same-
tbîng that can bo separatod freim its objec-
tive relations imperil the very life of phil-
osopby, unless omployod ta set fortb, and
that too only provisionally, lagical or rather
imaginary distinctions. Philasophy doos
not takre mon away from God or the world
in which Ho bas placed them. It seoks ta
acquaint them in the real way with them-
solves, and God and the world in such a
manner that they shall rocognize "their
oxperionce of themel vos " ta be "their
experience of the universe." Honce Dr.
Edward Caird says that the lufe o? roason
or consciousness " ie a life a? knowledge in
whicb wo can know ourselves aniy as we
know the universe of which, as individuals,
we ferai a part. It is a hife o? action, in
which wo can realize ourselves, only by bo-
caming the servants of an end wbich is
being rcalized in the world. . , . The
world without and the world withi,î arc
not two separate worlds, but necessary
counterparts o? each other; and just in the
extent ta wbich we succeed in witbdrawing
from the world witbout, wc narrow te
world within." Saob a conception o? phil-
asaphy exhibits its character as one of
suprome practical importance. Its airm is
ta enable man in some adequate way ta
answer the question, Ilfor what end was I
born, and for what cause was 1 sent into
the world 1 In the degrea in whicb it is
realized aIl sucb 'l walhs of partition " as
socular and sacred, fimite and infinite,
s'ihjective and objective are seen ta pas.
sess a diagrammatic and net an actual exist-
ence.
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Dr. Watson, entertaining such a ve
of philosophy, does bis utmost to 1nake
students thin< for tbemselves. PhilOsoPhy
having for its mission the qualifying Of Dl"'l
ta think, 'lsoberly and righteolslY 0 f
them4elves and their divine ly appoiflted
relationships and the universal excperien0s'
evolved therefrom must like religion, ifi
is real, ba a matter of p,ýrsoinal experiûnce*
What is philosophy but anal- I*quate cco
of man's universal experience Progr
Palmer, of ffarvard University, ' ritilg 0
Dr. WVatson, says : Ius1risting aise as ho
does, that lifeis the only complete eePres'
sien of philosophy, lie is pre-tty sure tO
make bis pupils takc bis subject seIriOOs'
andto b3come through its study, graver a'la
more energetic men." This from a I

knawing Dr. Watson only throllah his
b)oks, cornes home with intensifiedJPowet
as true ta those privileged ta corne in Per«
sonal contact with hiru. * -lis begt studentâ
impress me as a sort of intellectually reger"
erato i n, as men with whom phuiOSOPhl
is a life aui nlot marc learning.

It was my privilege ta ba present at
meeting of Dr. Watson>s junior class inl phil-
osophy. One could nlot help seelfl0 there
that hie viewed bis duties as of the hfghest
practical importance. With earnest, Con'
siderate adaptation of bis teaching ta the
mental development of bis pupils, lhe led
themn on step by step ta whe-re the lightOî0
truth madle the shadows ofe contradictOfl
fiee away. K,'nowing serretbn ofth
heights whence hoe descended ta the levels
to wbich ho came ta bis class, the wordo 1hi'
work callcd up ta my mind were, "hle. that
is greatcst is the servant o? al." Ilis ras'
trurn was transforrned into a PUlP't
whilst the man bimself stood before ineg
one as truly serving God in the ministry cf

is Son as any one tpchnica1ly set apart tn
this service. Toaching"I the young idea, 10w
ta shoot" resolves itself with birn intO tbe
formation of charactý-r. ldeai with hi'fi
arc living things, a nd philosophie t13ought'
fispirit and lufe," The letter of pbiloPhy
or literature or anytbing aise cont for
nathing with him. Only as those e3Xhibit
and develop the life of rea3on or cosi0oUS
aess are they of value. Hence studeots
have told me in bis criticisma af their ess'y 0
ho rea Is their character. This attitude Of
mind accaunts for Dr. Watson's varied
learning, art, literature, science, history,
theology; in fact, every interest under tbe
sun attracts him because in aIl he discerýg.
the manifestation and development of uni
versaI, ultimate ends. H ie views the vor.d
and ail its fulness sucl specie aetPrft*lso't
To regard philosaphy as a set o? aPilI'o"
deserving aur acquaintance instead Of a
systorn of truth ta be realized iu Ourex
perionice would, ta bis conception , be situ P'I
its degradation. Its latter kils. i tg spirit
only gives lufe.

For tbis reasan he insists upon nind

taining in Ea -red wedlock the objective an a
subjective, the ego and non-ogO.
can aniy know tbings as thpy are rolatOd to
aur cansciausness and aur consciatlsnes 1i
true anly as the mind wisely conceive5.3"
that affect it and romain in unbrakOfl, vita
confection with it. ilence Dr. Watson~
inculcates an earnest Ettudy of 'iite
tations mon have mado of themslvesitl
world, and God. lis lectures on hiOto!îC
and literary subjects are luminauS ade

spiring. They are so because ho thooug por a
discusses and the literary productionsl e
criticises. He urges upon bis studelits the


