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to commerce, and from commerce to tittie tattie ; and
when lie sent round his bill en a salver men bad subsided
into-what some one bas called the rnost severe test of
friendsip- silence. Two dainty old senators alone re-
tained the floor.

"We have not met for sorne time, sir."
"Six years, I believe."
"Weli ! well ! Six years!1 You are my senior 1

should say."
"Yes, a littie. How rnuch do von think "
A year or two, perhaps."

"Ah ! How old are you ?
"Iow old are you, sir?1
"What do yon think ? "
"Can't say, J'r sure. I arn seventy-two."
"And 1, sir, am your senior by thirteen years. ï. shall

lie eighty-flve next week."
From which I derived two lessons: that after one

passes the Rubicon of, Say, seventy, one is as apt to boast
of one's age as once lie did of bis youth ; and that clearly
one is ne ver too old to do more than inend.

But the men begyan stuffing their vagrant belongings
into one linge overcoat, and the womten theirs into innu-
nierable tiny satchels, which meant we were nearing
the Capital, with its clusters of pretty red brick houses,
crowned by Parliament Hill.

Former experience must teacli one to lie alert in secur-
ing apartments for the session, as, naturally, first corne is
best served. Most " old-tirners " retain their rooms fromi
season to season. On the whole, for a place of its size and
very fitful requirements, Ottawa is weIl supplied, not only
witb good hotels, but witb an abundance of private reserve
force for the more domnesticated, waited upon by young
damsels so charrning that one rnay lie excused for being
reminded of a pun writhed under by a friend in Engiand
wbo, impressed by the bewitchrnents of the young hostess
as lie enquireà for apartmnents, was emboldened to ask if
she was to let with thein, and received the withering reply
that she was to be let alone.

By two o'clock on the 3lst January crowded streets
and waving bunting indicated the coring event. Literai
streamas were pouring up Parliament Hill. Senators, with
their wives and lady friends, were being conducted to chairs
reserved for them on the floor of thenSenate. The officer
mot to lie conciliated by those wbo have no higlier friend
at court is the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, wbo
controls with the full severity of bis gold braid the exi-
gencies of the supply and demand for seats. Senators
occupy the row of chairs whicb encircles the chamber,
those nearest the tbrone on the riglit being reserved for
the ladies of the Government House, and on the left for
the wives of Cabinet Ministers. Wives and married
daugliters of Senators, with possibly an extremely select
friend, take the second row; and a double row of benches
behind is occupied by unmarried daughters of Senators,
wives and daugliters of Commoners, and ladies trom Ot-
tawa or a distance, for which limited accommodation a
stranger bas alwayS precedence over a resident. A few
extra chairs are placed within the bar for the mayor, the
clergy and distinguished gentlemen; but otberwise no
gentlemen are admittea to the floor of the Senate Cliamber,
and our fathers and brothers must steal in witb the Coni-
moners when their presence is requested, or decorate a
pillar in the upper gallery. Evening dress is Ilby order "
on the floor ; aithougli there is an opportunity for after-
noon dress in a galîery at one end, and the remaining
galieries are clothed ad libitum. I cannot but record niy
firm conviction that when the people of Canada wake up
ta a sense of their duty and indicate, as well as deepen,
their interest in their country by their presence at the
ceremonies wbicb possess a national importance, we sheul
acon settie for ourselves, on the bappiest possible basis,
the integral and living Independence of which we are

1capable, not only in the future, but in the actual present.
Lady Macdonald was resplendent in pompadour coiffure9

and Canadian Pacific diamonds; Lady Caron shone in
white brocade ; the bandsome wife of the youth fui Minister
of Marine and Fisheries smiled tbrough crushed straw-

berry ; and the kindly, unassuming, but dignified face of
Lady Tupper was conspicuous by its absence. A littie
before three o'clock Lady Stanley, accompanied by the
Honourable Ladies of ber Rousehold, quietly passed in
by a private entrance and completed the galaxy of feminine
beauty. Thougli holding no officiai rank in the ceremonies
of the day, as the highest lady in the land, Her Excellency
is expected and welcomed as the crowning feature in the
assemblage. Witb a charm of dignity perfectly free fromn
hauglitineas, ber countenance literally beamed with mater-
nai pride as ber young son took lis position among the
other soidiers around the dais.

The external enthusiasm was by no means sa subdued,
and received, no doulit, an intensification fromn tho interost
associated with the frst appearance cf Lord Stanley in
bis new functian as Govdrnor-General. The Governor-
General's Foot Guard made the Guard of Honolir, wearing,
for the first time, their gorgeous new unîfarm in scarlet
and gold. With cbaracteristic promptness ' the booming
of guns and the national antbomi announced the arrivai of
the Queen's representative, who, in bis four-in-bafld State
equipage, was literally sending a dust of snaw up into the
air. Proceeding immediately ta the Senate Chamber, ac-
companied by bis Staff in the overwbelmiflg brilliancy of
their decorations, His Exceliency passed up through the
assemblage, ail standing in bis honaur, and taok bis seat
on the tbrone, with a calm dignity quite worthy of the
Empire ini wbose crown the Dominion formas sa important

a .1 . .. ý jee.1ih euetthtteAuiec ec]ed, he
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Black Rod, witb a succession of the deepest bows, was1
despatched for the Camions, and, roturning, was foliowed 1
liy a beiter-skelter more suggestive af the play-ground than
of our egislative halls. Reising bis officiai bat ta the i
Honouralile Gentlemen of the Sonate, and egain ta the E
banourebie Gentlemen af the Commone, bis Excelency 1
pronounced the Speech fromn the Tbrone flrst in deliberate
Englisb, and thon in distinct and fluent Frenchi which
muet bave wan even the heart of the fastidious Sir s
Adolphie. The document was thon banded ta the Speaker'
of the Sonate, and with another succession of deep obeis-i
ances ta the Speaker of the Camions, who, roturning the
the sainte, received it in wbite-gloved bands. The cere-
maRy, magnificent and improselve, is nevertheless a short ý
one. In the space of thirty minutes the Governor lied ,
carne, pronounced and departed, ioaving the aesembied e
élite ta linger over it in prolonged greotinge.

The Camions iîmediateiy returned ta their quartere,
and entered at once upan their continuons duties.1

A State Dinner at Governient bouse took 'place in 1
the evening.f

Mr. Speaker Allan and Mrs. Allan have taken up
their officiai residonce in the wing of the Senate, and Mr.i
Speaker Oimet and Madame Ouimet in that of the
Cornions.

The Speech, the Programme for the Session, and the
developients of political life which go ta build up
Canadian biography, deîand future attention.

IRAMBLER.

WINTER.

1 camE, frai the caverus of wind and enaw,
From the moan of the Arctic Sea,

From the reaim of Deatb, where the tyrant's breath
bath sbacklcd the wave on the lea;-

Wliero the barque ontrapp'd in the bilow'e swerve,
By the ice pack's pitilese main,

Cries out in despair
To the voicelees air,

And groans like a harveet wain;
Where lost spirite waii tbraugh the tatter'd eaul,

And sali, tliraugh the frazen sliroud.

1 caver the stretches af prairie ause,
Witb a cape of embraideries rare,

And the riveled grass 1 dock, as 1 psse,
With briglit goîs, like a maiden's hair;

1 gather theo baves with a cruel sweep,
The fruit of a year tbet's sped,

1 ring witli a yell,
Their t uneral kuel,-

They are dead 1 Your hopes are deadl
By mountein and shore, tliey wili thrili no more,

Ta taucli ot sunshine and chaud.

Througb the sulent cburchyard, beneatb the pines,
O'er thebrow of tho sandy blli,

Where the crase an the spire iis pinting higlier,
I linger, thoy sleop 80 stili:

bow little tboy rock of the seasons change,
Or care if I pause or pass,

Or tumble tho snow
Round the symba's glow,

Or bise tlirougb the rustling grass:
They sleep! It is weli! Tliey can hear na kneil,

Thongli I ring it long and loud.
Barriefield, Ont., Jan., 1889. -K. L. JoNEs.

A MANITOBZ4 PIONEER.

C1RUNCH ! cruncli! cruncli! The manatonaus, boavy
V ramp of Jack Arîetrang's oxen rings ont sharp and

clear an the litingly coid niglit. NOt ing but liard, piled-
up snow, as fer as one can see acrasse e imitloss eweop
of the vest prairie over which they are siawly îoving.
The owner, cased tram bead ta foot in fur and buckekin,
tramps wjtb scarcely a iess monatonotis saund on the trail
by the side ot bis teani, bis dog IlTiger," bis faithfni eand
oniy companian, trotting petiently et bis beele. We wil
join them and .see baw we like aur first exporience of lit e
an a Manitoba prairie witb the thermnometer down lietween
the torties and fifties.

I'Buck 1 Bright1 got up, you aid iazy.liones 1 The
Oxen are expected ta make e spurt et this, but awing ta
the rapid speed (1) et whicb they were progresing bef ore
it is bard ta distinguieli euy diffèence in the pace. Silence
reigus egain-e silence (liko the darkness in Egypt> that
cen lie toît. Absaiutoly no sound beyond the tread of the
cattle, which becomes peintnhly distinct, and seois only ta
intensify the cahd, sharp stilînees. Overbead, the cieareet
and most brilliaut of skies, without the fainteet or tîniest
chaud ta dim the briglit shining of its silver crescent and
its myriade of fleming points, gives the eloctric, intense at-O
mosphere of which oniy Manitolia cen boaet. The long, un-
brokon horizon lino, even in the night, shows dark and white
egainet the gittering eky. On!1 on 1 trampingt mechani-
cally an, ovor the indented lino of trail loading, it seenis,
ta nothing but ta still wider snowy pleine. No trees-
not even ecruli; no hils-not evon a rise ; nathing, abea-
iutely nothing but the broken trail ta show that the phanet
Earth is inliabited liy eny other beings. The lonely stili-
nose, the eloofness trra ny buman contact, is an expori-
once and must sober the ieest eernest cliaracter and om-
phesize the mysteriaus, individuel, rosponsible, -"epart "
lite that eacb buman being lives. The treil ahane shows
thet at saine tume somebody must have came tram soie-
wbere and muet bave gone somewhere. Jack's oxen keep

plodding on with a steady persistence that augura Wall for
their knowlodge of a destination, sa we will return from
our Cruso-like dreamn and jump on to the sheiglis witb Jack
and Tiger and get a lift, until the warning of coid toes
sends us back to our monotonons jog again. Short, sharp
barks, and a most nnearthly wail, succeeded by a multitude
of howls and human-like shrieks, ring out through tho
quiet air, making Tiger look appealingly up ta lis master,
as if to say, "lMay 1 go?ý" 1"Quiet, Tiger ! Down lie!
bore tbey core!1" And out of the surrounding whiteness
appear two grizzled wolves, trotting along the trail quite
calmly and unconcernedly. They corne up within a few
yards of the oxen, and seeing the dog (poor Tiger quiver-
ing with excitomont and a desire for canquest) stop, and
witb more subdued barks tbey reluctantly turn off and are
soon disappearing over the hard snow. "lTiger, old fellow,

wre getting frozen ; aren't we ?" says Jack. Ho pulls
off bis buffalo mitts and vigarously rubs bis cheeks and
nose until tbey tingle again, and lie las to put on the mitt,
fearing the bauds may share the same fate as the face. "Ah,
Tigaer ! this is a cold country ; but, Enreka!1 bore we are! "
IDisplaying an astonishing activity, Buck and Bright break
into a sort of jog-trot and in a fow moments with a sharp
swing, they turn off the main track and into a bytrail that
ovidentiy loade to thoir stable. "INearly homo, old fellow!1
We couldn't stand it mucli longer, could we, Tigerl "
They soon arrive at the log stable, and in a few moments
Jack bas Buckr and Bright inside and out of liarnoas. H1e
throwe tliom down a big armful of liay and rushes off to a
queer little low log shanty net far off the stable. This is
Jack's "lhomo "-it looks incredible, but we wiil foliow
hi and see how a liachelor pioneer in the West roally
livos tbraugh the winter. Opening the enter door (sucli a
thing as a key is an unknown and uunecessary implement),
Jack steps into a narrow passage filled with-J will try te
describe it, as 1 examined it aftrwards-a lieterogeneous
mass of evrything imaginable. Trunke, boxes, baga, hats,
clotlies hung ou nails, old harness, bits of broken machin-
ery and fanm implements, bags of flour, bags of grain, big
cliunks of frozen meat, groceries, a frying pan, pots, plates,
tins, old boots, stacks of books and newspapers piled up
on a seef, broken chairs. . . . Words f ail 1 I
Whie we bave been stoppiug ehivering here for a few
moments (it soems far clder inside than ont> Jack, in the
next rooi, lias lighted a larnp, and is busy over a big
stove, putting a match to a tire that lie bad lot t ready laid
in the morniug wlien lie started "lte town." He soon lias
a big blaze roaring up the stove-pipe, and, shutting up the
door, lie takes off bis linge buffalo coat, bear-skin cap, and
big mocassins, and shows himself-a type of fine, whohe-
soie maubood anywliere, but partieularly a type of Ilthe
riglit man in the riglit place,". on the prairies of Manitobia.
Big and muscular, with a determined mouth and strong
chn ; the rather bard iower part of the face reiieved by
clear eyes full of kindness and sympathy, and broad, white
forohead. He sets about gettiug supper in a very cliel-
liko manner. He fetcbes in the frying-pan and frozen
park. Sawing off a chop, lie procoods ta put it ou the fire.
He thon opens a trap door in the floor and goes down into
the cller, roappearing witb breed (made for liii ly a kind
neiglibour), butter, and a jug of syrup, wbicb lie places on
the table with a cup and saucer, etc., taken f rom a littie
cnpboard in the corner of the roani. Now bis chop is
done, and while Jack is eating bis supper we will glence
round the room. By this time it lias got quite warm and
looks really neat and cosy. Tiger, tired with bis run, lies
in front of the stave, bis eyes fixed upan bis master, wlia
now and thon tbrows bite a bit of liread. A cat (she must
bave lied a very cald time of it ail day !) lies curled up on
a corner of the lied, whicb. is of a very rougli pattern, but
is gaily covered witli a red quiit. A couple of chairs, a
table, a box Or two, a iaw sheif, decoreted with a wash-
liowi and a pail of water, a few strings across the roof,
upon whicb hang theoIlweekly wesh," seem ta comprise
the wbale of the furuiture, except the decoration of tho
walls, which is quite a study. Three sides of the rootu are
logs filled in with inortar and whiteweshed. ibese are
cavered with. snowsboes, gune, rifles, revolvers, bridios,
bits, stirrups, spurs, strings of nowspapers, dressed skins of
ail kinds, framn the rich golden lirown of the fax ta the
tiny white ermine, witb its black-tipped tail. The remain-
ing side of the weil (the partition between the twa apart-
monts) is af new white lumber, and upon this Jack seoias
ta liave lavishoc l al bis artistic matorial talent. Groupa"
of wator-colour sketches, peinted by bis sisters (and athers
probally-net sisters>, ittie bits of engravings frra
magazines, etc., that have taken bis fancy, coioured
Craphbic pictures, and in the centre a large group of
pliatograplis, Ilmy people, you knaw." The centre por-
trait is a picture of a briglit, hiappy looking girl, and later
on, wben Jack lias 'lwaslied Up," ted bis dog and cat,
been out "lta supper up " bis oxen, and sits dawn ta smoke
bis lonely pipe and read bis mail (lirouglit frai town), we
see bum careft nhiy take ont of his pockot-book anotber photo-
grapli of the same face, and we conclude that aur pioneer
will nat always lie one ot the salitary bachelors of Mani-
toba, and came home at niglit ta a frazon ont slianty. Let
us hope that bath Jack and the sweet laaking girl will help
ta make Manitobia wliat she lias every reesan ta beieve
she will liecome, i.e., the mast prasporous (if coldest) Pro-
vince in the Daminion of Canada. Amy BROWNING.

A CORRESPONDENT Of the Landau Times writes that lie
lias found 69 different species af wild flowers in blooai
during hast December. The unusuel openuess of the
season lias been ettended witbh ike resuits in sanie parts
of this country. The correspondent writes tram Harding-
bam, near Norfolk.


