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A TALE OF A 2'OBOGGAiY.

ON Christmas Eve," said Jeannette Lepage-
J eanette was a gay, adventurous seul--

l'il ride down the bill on my ttaine sauvage,*
And fear neither goblin for ghost nor gheoul."

Black eyes bad Jeannette, and lier clieeks were red,
And ber sweet-voiced laugbter never ceased,

And in lier dark biair, se the gessips said,
Was tangled the hcart of tbe parish priest!

And with rnany a "lJean " did she coquette,
With faithless vows to become lis bride,

For a lieartless flirt was this gay Jeannette
Who lived at the foot of the Laurentide.

And André was drinking his farm away,
And François liad gone to a foreign part,

Aîîd just a year age Christrnas Day,
Michel had died of a broken lieart.

Biot handsorne Pierre had prevailed at last,
And as soon as the holy.day had sped-

Tfli bantis once cried the niews spread fast-
Pierre-and Jeannette would be safely wed.

The utoon quivered down on Jeannette Lepage,
And the tati old pifes made a sorrowful stir,

As she trudged through the snow witi bier t rai ne sauvage,
And the stars shed silver tears for lier.

A stranger stood on the hill's white crest,
But it was flot Jeannette wlio would turn and fiee,

\Vill you dare to ride," lie the girl addressed,
Il Front liere to tlic foot of the hli with nie 1

Truly 1 " she cried, "lfor 1 know you wvell,
Your voice, your forin-and for the rest

Your face is hid-but you shall not tell
Th at Jeannette Lepage feared a silly j est."

In ant instant over the 5110w they sped,
And then to the tnaid this hiorror befeli,

You know me, Jeannette î " the stranger said,
"''hîen you did net se quickly forget Michel ?1

Wild-eyed site looked, and sudden grew
The shapely youtli to a spectre grini,

Wbose bony bands white grave-clothes drew
About bier form, cotlined close with hin.

lier prayers-her aves-ai, pauvre petite I
Can you remember a single bead,

To tell on your journey so fleet-so fleet,
To tlie graveyard whitlier Michel would lead?

Not one ; but they flasli past tbe chapel there,
Witli its blessed cross 'gainst the starlit blue,

And Jeannette points straigbit tbrou gh tbe frosty air
At tbe sacred emblem-as inortals do.

In a gray-walled convent a nun in gray,
With smootb gray bair and a saintly brow,

Says many ant ave on Chiristmas Day.
And Pierre ? Pierre is a gran'-père now
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READIGS FROM CURRENT LITERA TURE.

DARWIN ON CARLYLE.

CARLYLE and Darwin met several tintes, but, as miglit have been expected,
tbey were not mucli drawn to each other, thougb, as every o11e knows,
bIarwin's brother, Erasmus, was Mrs. Carlyie's most faithful and devoted
f riend. Notwithstanding the bard things wliicli Carlyle said of Darwin nnd
barwinism, liere is tlie worst that Darwin bas to say about Carlyle:
IlCarlyle sneered at almost every one. One day in uiy liouse lie called
O'rote's IIistory, 'a fetid quagmire, with nothing spiritual in it.' 1 always
thouglit until bis ]?eminiscences appeared that bis sneers were partly
jokes, but tliis now seenis rather doubtful. Hlis expression was tbat of a
depressed, almost despondent, yet benevoleat mnan; and it is notorious bow
heartily lie laughed. 1 believe that lis benevolence was real, tliough
8tained by net a litile jealousy. No onie can doubt about bis extraordin-
ary power of drawing pictures of things and men, far more vivid, as it
appears to me, than any drawn by Macaulay. Wliether bis pictures of
inen were true ones is another question. Hie lias been ahl powerful in
lnpressing some grand moral trutbs on tlie nîinds of men. On tlie otber

* Irench-Canadian for toboggaii.

baud, his views about slavery wcre revolting. In his eyes migbt was rigbt.
lus iiiid seeîeed to nie a very narrow one, even if ail branches of science
wbichlibe despised are excliided, It is astonisbing te mce that K.Zingsley
should bave spoken of Iiiii as a titan Weil fitted 'to advance science. Hie
laughed te score thîe idea thait a inathemîmatician sucli as Wliewell could
judge, as 1i maiîîtained lie could, of Goethe's views on ligbî. 11e thîought
it a niost ridiculous thing that auy oîîe sbould care whetbcr a glacier
mioved a little quicker or a littie qlower, or rnoved at ail. As far as I could
judge, [1 neyer imet a man witli a mind se ill-adapted for scientific
research."

IR~ISH AGITATION IN AMEIcA.

IF it is truc that tbe Inisl agitation is a great injury te America, the
question naîurally presents itself, What is te 1)0 donc about it 1 The
increase i boldi-ss upon the part of tle Irish, to wiiicbi allusion bas been
made, is well adapted te produce an Anti-Irisli or so-called know-nothing
feeling, sigels of wbich have a]ready appeared. But a know-notbing policy
would oidy alggravate the disease wlîich it pur-ports te cure, ani to resort
to it woul lie lîke tryingy te prevent a quarrel by takzing sides in it. Wbat
we need is net te dorninati' the Iiib but te absorb theni. Tbeir best
initerests and ours are, iiideed, the saine in ibis teatter. Wc want tliem
te becmme ricli, and seiid thieir sons to oui, colieges, to stiare our prosperity
and( oui seiiîet. \e (le net wvant te feel that they are arng us and
yet îîot really a part of us. Bitt if knew-reotimgisrn is eut of place, tlie
qluestion returiis, \Vbat is te be donc, about it 1 And tbe answer is notbing
is te be doet about it, for it is net actions we want but opinions. 'Me
need te have it genieraily understood thiat ne niait can be both an Irisliman
and an Anieeican ;that lie niust be whîelly tue one or ahi tbe other. 'Me need
te bave this truîb se bield by ail people whîo thiink scriously tbat tbe rest
of the ceîuinuniîy will be censtraine1 to accept their views, and tbat a
public opinion wili bc fornied wbîcbi ne ene, for the sake of votes, will
dare te trifle witli, and Whîicb ne eue cani afford te disregard. If this idea,
wbieh really lies at the root of our inaturalization iaws, were firmhy lield
by our people as eue of the cardinîal doctrines of their politicai faith, the
pressure wbicbi it weuld exert weuld be irresistible. We sbould tben liave
ne cause for anxiety about the effect of theso laws, for with our versa-
tility aud our resources wc couid easiiy absorb any European population
wbich has ever conte te our shores or wbicb is ever likehy te cerne liere.-
T'he Forumb.

SOCIAL MNQUALITV.

SOCIAL inequality, since it arises freint unalterable nature and inevitable
chance, is irritating only wlien it is net recoguized. The Americanl pluto-
crat in-ay bc forced te travel fer a weelc in the cempany of a. lodman,
because Ainerican theories discountenauce firsi and third class carniages,
but catch iii speaking te liii ! 'MIereas au, Englisb Duke, if by cliance
tbrown iîîto the co'inpanioîislip cf an beneat countryman, wouhd be on the
best of teris with iiin before arn heur wa3 ever, and the geod understand-
ing be-tweeti the twe would be miade ail the casier shîould the latter have
on bis distiiîguisbiiig siiiock-freck. ltea geniuine Tory is tbe mest accessible
of persens8, the genuine Radical the icast se. Tlie ene takes things as tbey
are aud miust be, the otber views theni as tbey are net and cannot bc, and,
kicking against t naginary evils, often pays the penalty of findiag liumself
firnily saddled witlî the realities. "lUne can live in a bouse witliout being
ant architect," andi it is not at ahI necessary thiat tbe commen people should
understaud the En;hisb constitution in erder te feel that their lives are the
sweetcr and nobler because tbey are niembers of its living erganism. Net
a plougliboy or a i)iillçtînaidl but would feel, witbout iii the least knowing
wby, that a liglit bad passed froni their lives with the disàppearance of
social inequalities and tbe ceinsequent loss of thjeir dignity as integral parts
of a souîewbiat that was greater than thîcîselves. . . . Demoe-
cracy is enly a contiîîually slîifting aristocracy of mnny, inmpudence, ani-
tuai eîiergy, and cuiiiin whiîcl the bcst grnb gets the best of the car-
rien ;aii( the level te whieli it tends te briug, ail thingî is net a mountain
table-iauid, as its prenleters xvould hiave their victimis thtink, but thie
uniwbolesoîie platitude of the feu and the rnorass, of wbich black envy
weuld cujoy the ialaria, se long, as aIl ethers shared in it. Whatever may
ho the pretences set forth by the leading advocates of sud>i a state of things
ainong us, it is manifest enougli that black envy is tbe principal motive
with ilany ef thein, wlîo baie the bcauty of the ordered life, te be ruling
stars ef vbmch they canuot attain, just as certain others are said to
"bate the happy ligbit frein wbich tliey fell." Tbey liate lereditary

honeurs, chiieflv becausc they produce hereditary honour, andf create
a standard of trutb anîd coura~ge fer whidh even the basest are the
better un se fan as thîey are asbamed by it. Do the United States, somte
inay asie, juqstify this coliceiunation ? They arc but a poor approach to the
idea of derniocracy wbicb sceins iiew about te be reaiiscd ameing us; but tbey
have already gene a long, way towards extinguishing tuat last glory of, and

nwbest substitute for, a generally . extinet religion-a sense of honour
aimong thc people. Il Why, wbat a dern'd foot you mnust be I " exclaimed
a New Yeork shiopkeeper te a friend cf mine, who had receivoul a dollar
tee niuei in cbanging a tiete, and returîîed it. If there is a shopkeeper
in Eîîglatid vhîo wvou1d tbink such a tbing, there is certaunly net one who
would dare te say it. Nor, ini lesitig sight of the sense of "linfinite per-
sonal value," wbucb is tbe source of boueur and the growth of a long
end(ul.iig recognition cf iinevitable inequalities, have the Amenicans pre-
served deligbit. Dr. Jolebnsoii's saying finds a remarkable comment in the
observation cf a recent Arnerican travehler :-"l In îhe United States there
is everywheri, cemfoto, but ne jey. "-Fotntightly.
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