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We have sent out successive waves of colonisation, and ini this respect the
Victorian does flot differ froni the ages that have preceded it since that
time, but only surpasses them.

In this process of expansion 1 seemn to distinguish four great waves.
IJnder James 1. there. were foundeti Virginia and New England ; under
Charles Il. New Yorlz, the Carolinas, and Pennsylvania were added.
The third wave marks thie peri d of the eighteenth century to which I have
called your attenitiun ; this tiine, however, there is less colonisation than
Conquest. The founding o? Georgia is insignificant beside the conquest of
Canada and Florida, and the wonderi'ul commencement of the conquest of
India. The last and greatest wave belongs to the Victorian age, which
has witnessed the full settleînent of Australia andi New Zealand ;the
growth of Canada into a Dominion spanning the Anmerican Continent the
great extension of our South African settiements, andi the comnpletion of
the conquest of Inidia.

The period between 1737 and 1787 was divided between George Il.
and George 111. For this and other reasonm it was seldom contemplated as
a whole, anti thougli its three grplit events may lie more or legs rememi-
bereti, the connection between thein is niissed, ami we (Io not sec that takenl
ai together they forai one prodigious event, which niay be regardeti as inak-
ing the first chapter in the history of the English world State. The three
events I mean are (1) that confused war, partly with Spain, partly witli
France, whichi began off' the Spanishi Main in 1739 anti endeti at Aix-la-
Chapelle in 1743; (2) that war of 1756, the famnous war of Chathiain and
Wolfe ; (3) the disastrous Arnerican war, which closeti in 1 783 witlî the
surrender o? the American Colonies. These war.e vie renmenîlter ; vie have
Our feeling about each. The first seenis to us senseless, if flot shamneful,
and vie accept Burke's judginent who tells us that it ought riever to have
been undertLtken at ail. The war of Chathami we reinem1nber withi pride;
the mierory of the American war is huiniliating. XVhy does war iii this
period take the place of educatioîi ? It is, in one word, because, ve hiad to
struggle at this era against the alliance o? France and Spain, against the
Unlited House of Bourbon. Spain was the old i nistress of the Newi World,
the colonial power iii possession. France was the rising aspirant to colonial
greatness, aiming to join in one strategic Une the St. Lawrence anti the
Missisipad the snetime intriguing ppfniat sneor empire in the native
courts of fJindojstan.

Such in the slightest outline is the history of (Ireater Britain iii the
Georgian era. This is what liappeneti in the htîlf century between 1737
and 1787. It is no very widerful haîf centnry that is reviewed. Sci-
enice and invention have made progress, but modest progress ; literature
has been on the whole languiti; art' lias heen a little more vigorous, anti
We have now for the irst tinie great painters. At home there has been at
least in the main, tranquillity ; our institutions have proved themiselves
stable. But in one aspect the period is striking and vionderful. Abroati
and beyond the limnits o? Europe vie have plunged into strange adventnres
and undergone strange vicissitudes beyond aIl earlier exaniple ; vie have
assgumed quite a diflerent position. Since Queen Anne there hias been a
Great Britain, but in this period there bias sprung up a Greater Britain still.
'In contrast with this Georgian era conies the Victorian age, so called becanse
two4thirds of it bave fallen witbin the reign of the Queen. Its features are
a160 most clearly mnarked. Wliat now lias becomie of that great enemny,
that uniteti flouse of Bourbon, which, in the eiglîteenth century, altered
for the viorse the vibole character of our colonial expansion ?i The flouse
Of Bourbon itself is not gone. It reigns stili in Spain ; it reigned in
Franco till 1848, the eleventh year of the Qucen. But ail rivalry o?
France and Spain in the Newi World is over. It was brouglît to an end

bthe great war. On the one side the maritime preponderance of Eng-
lanti was greatly increaseti, ou the other France lost her footing, in North
Anierîca viben she abandoned Louisana, lost bier footing also in lIndia, and
""as tiepriveti of Manritins. Spain too in the revolutions of the great war
108t her hold upon her great colonies which broke away froni lier, and
SOrnewhat later establisheti their indevendence. Hollanti also hias retireti
froîn the competîtion. And thug it hias become a feature o? English expan-
8"1n in this Victorian era that it hias neyer involved viar on a great scale,
W&i' ag-ainst a Enropean power. It lias been an age of unopposeti colonisa-
tiont on an unprecetienteti scale. In tue Georgian era we possesseti not
IUluch miore tlîan the etastern fringe of North America; no w the whole of
North Aimîcrica belongs to our race, anti in the northern part o? it the
'Whole breatith o? the continent is loyal to the Queen, wbile besides North
~-lînerica we occnpy the vihole continent of Australia. Anti thongh our
colonies have grovis, the burden of theni hias not grown; the expansion has

611e 80 easy that the vieight of great continents bias strained our fetiera-
t esta orel hto sligbt colonies. How surprising to see in
tIi8-Victorian age that we do not incur debt ; coulti Waterloo itself con-

soie lis for the debt as it stood in 181»5?' After o lon an experience the
disease nîight seem incurable, and yet just then vins the turning point.
J'8t then we ceaseti to incur debt ; the olti fatal propensity, wbîcbh in the

forghee t century seemed irresistible, bas been long le? t behinti. There-
f' tb at our expansion over such vast continents bas been smootb anti

%eellre; its resnlt is seen in the kindly feeling which novi reigns between
the Mother Country and its bountiless colonies.

1I have used the Georgian era mainly as a foul to our age. Those viars
Controversies of the eigbteenitb century bave indeed for me a dieep

lUterest> but one wouîd bardly rank the perioti between 1737 anti 1787
a8 1, hole among the moire glorious passages of English bhistory. We do
,lt ucb cherish the memory of Walpole, Pelham, or Lord Nortb, or of

th e heroes of the War o? Jenkins' Eais, or of the Anierican War. Nor was
th4t by any means a Periclean age of genlus anti culture. But it had

ofrhgiteso nag ?wr It foundetiý under the elder Pitt a
h1 of valour and boroisai, and a conception o? public duty raiseti above
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Party vibicb carried us tbrough our harder and longer trial. The Victorian
age hias not hati so mucb occasion for sncb heroic virtues. It bias heen an
era o? culture, education, pbilanthropy, art, anti science, not specially of
patriotic beroismi. A talent for holding our ovin is vihat the world gives
us credit for. Wben Frencbmen and Germans praise the Englisb race,
tbs.y ascribe to it the virtue o? tbe mastiff tenacity. I hope vie possess
tItis virtue still ; it is indis.pensable for a great nation in circumstances like
ours; i)ut when we finti occasion to refer to the classîcal examples o? it,
vie shahl ueet witlî tbem in the period o? the great viar ; that is in the
latter part o? the Georgian era.

A4 FIE LD FOR ROMVANCE.

To any American romancer who rnay be casting about for a good fieldi toenter witb bis pen wewoulti suog1est theDmno o? Canada anti the
a1djacent Britisb Provinces across our nortb-eastern border. It is a inatter
for soîne surprise, vie think, that so little use bias been matie of the abun-
dant and rich materials for fiction affortieti by the scenery anti bistory of
these neighbour landis. If we extenti the vievi a littie, go as to take in the
great lakes, wbich vie must not forget are Canadian or British-American
lakes quite as logically, if not quite as largely, as tbey are our ovin, anti if we
widon it still further go as to include the great lludson's Bay and the
majestic Mackenzie River, with tbe chain o? lakes tributary to the latter,
there at once opens to us a prospect vihicb, with its historical connections
also in vievi, is extremeiy stimulating to the imagination. Ail the repre-
sentatîve features o? nature-forests, Inountains, waters-are bore coin-
bineti into an aggregate o? grandeur anti beauty wbicbi scarcely lias a
parallel in the western hemisphere. flore is tho landi o? Jacques Cartier,
or Q~uartier, as bis namne vins early viritten, anti o? Chmamplain anti Fron-
tenac, not to speak o? La Salle anti Hennepîn, viho toucheti its bortiers,
figures wbich for picturesque impressiveniess tire scarcely to be matcheti on
any page o? the bistory o? Nortb America. flore is the lanti o? Jesuit anti
î4ecollet missionaries, o? French anti English anti Indians, o? settîcra anti
s'oyigeurs, o? Hutison's Bay tratiers anti St. Lawirence River seigneurs, o?
Calviuistic refugees from across the viater, anti o? royalist fugitives froni
the southern colonies. ilere is a lanti vhose history blentis tiiscovery
anti settiemient, viar anti insurrection, earthquake anti mob violence,
religions controversy anti political contention in strong colours. Anti yet
this vast anti crowtiet fieldi, alive with incident anti poopleti wii striking
anti inenorable characters, bas so far alLnost viholly escapeti tise use o?
imaginative viriters.

Longfellowi, indeeti, in Evangeline, bias sung the story o? Acadian
virongs and sorrovis. Alfredi B. Street left a poin on Frontenac. Jutige
Haliburton's Thse Old Judge, Mr. James de Mille's Pte Li 1 and t/se Cross,
anti Mrs. Williaîns's T hse Neetral French, have toucheti sore aspects o? the
French part o? the subjeet. C. W. Hall, in Twvice Taken, bas dealt with
the siege o? Louisburg ; wbicb is also treateti in the Rev. Daviti Hickey's
Willcaïïs and Mary. George Cocking's The Conquest of Canada is a
tiramatie venture. An anonymous writer in 1777 versifleti The Death of
Ceneralillontgomery in Storrîng Queliec,- anti Mr. Howells bas matie a
trip to the Sagnenay tbe motive o? bis pretty tale o? lTeir Jfedding Jour-
ney. Robert LoweIl's New I>riest 'in Conception Bay bas its scene in
Newoundland, anti A. A. Hayes's recent Jesuit's Ii>ing uses the ricb
mnaterial for romance beque atbed by the French to the early history o?
Mount Desert. The Canadians have a respectable but not vitely-known
local literature. A Miss Barry, untier the pseutionyrn o? Vera, bas
witten Ilonor Edgeworth,; or, Ottawa's Past and Present Tense. Mr.
William Kirby, the author o? T/he U. B., a poem in twelve cantos, tiealing
witb the loyalîsts viho fountieti Upper Canada, bas also vinitten Le Chsien
d'Or, which the laite Prince Leopolti saiti he mneant to bave the pleasure o?
readinog in the Citade] o? Quebec. Then recently vie bave hati Constance
of Acadia, an anonymous novel, the beroine o? wbich vias Constance La
Tour. This, vie believe, is about all.* Stay, vie must not forget Captain
Marryat's Settiers in Canada, the delight o? snany a boybood, anti a
fascinating book intieed, though not o? the statelier anti more tiignified
order o? literature vibicb vie now have in vievi. Witb the exception o?
Longellow's, Marryat's, anti Hovielîs' three, and one or two o? the others,
there is nothing in this list vihich is o? importance as an entry o? the fieldi
against nevi comers. Anti ve vionder that the new corners do flot appear.

Great possibilities attacb tbemsolves to this fielti, if taken bolti o? by a
master hanti, who shoulti do viitb it anti for it vihat Cooper titi for the
Indian anti the sailor, Hawithorne for early Newi Englanti life, anti even
Johin Esten Cooke for olti Virginia. The essential ingredients o? lantiscape,
history, heroism, tragetiy, anti pathos are ahl here, in rare proportions anti
fascinating quality.

The lanti to the south o? us, Mexico, bas not been viholly neglecteti, as
witness Gen. Lew Wallace's T/se Fair Ood, that singular composition out
o? the matenials o? the ancient Aztec civilisation. But Canada, witb its
atijuncts, is a landi o? equal form andi colour with Mexico, its romance is o?
a henîthier type, anti our sympatby thereviith vionit certainly be fair
stronc'er. The Prescott o? Mexico, too, is ?ully matcheti by the IParkman
o? Canada ; nothing is lacking but the skilleti anti gloviing mmnd to fuse
the mass anti moulti it into an image instinct with life. If any one o? our
reatiers bas just returneti from Quebec he wiii feel the truth of vibat vie

*[The viriter of this article bias overlooked a considerable mass of romantie litera.ture-legenis and the like-the production of our French-Canadian littératears, vhile fromnthe British-Canadian peu vie have the several works o? fiction of Mn. Moody, Mnvls. Roth.welI, IlSeranus," G. Mercen Adamr and Miss Wetherald, Watson Gniffini, andi otherswhose naines wiii occur to any one fainiliar with Canadian literature. -ED. TEEc WEEK. 1
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