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Merry, meriy Christmas,
Haste around the earth :

Merry, merry Christmas,
"Pis the Saviow’s birth.

Merry, merry Christmas,
Betooneand all!
Merry, merry Christmas,

Euter hat and hall.

Merry, merry Christmas,
Be to rich and poor !
Merry, merry Christmas,
' Stop at every door.

Merry, mervy Christmas,
Fill each heart with joy !
Merry, merry Christmas
To each <irl and boy.

Merry, merry Christmas,
Better gifts than gold ;

Merry, merry Ciristmas
To the young and old.

Merry, merry Chivistmas,
May the coming year
Bring as merry a Christmas
And as bright a cheer.
FaTuer Ryax.

ANife

A CHRISTMAS GREETING.

In this months’ issue of the Cana-
dian, the ounc.al organ of the .M.
B. A;, in Canaua, the urand President,
Hon. M. ¥. nacse., atldresses the fol-
lowing touchiug aud luspuing Christ-
masg greedLg Lu Lue mesabars: -

‘“Phe news approuci ol tha greatest
and granuest i ast L0 URruiaa YeB-
tivals, Wial 1.5 G.Viug mcssuge ol peac

ABBYCLY UL

venly love, nawusaly '8 €5ty ihe
joyous and Famiiir greedugs whick
fiow sponlaueuvusiy to ail ips during
the holiday segoull. It wouid there-
fore il becoiue m2 i T did not glaaty
geize this ‘most suable of ail occa-
siong and tonis best i all chaunels o
conform to u uume-bunosed  custohy,
a"nd‘,' while retcrating my thanks for
the .honor dune me oy Iy . brethren
of the C.M.s5.\. i vieci'ng me thelr
Grand Pregident, 10 heartily wisl} them,
far and wide icsigaout tne Domin-
jon, “A Merry Curistmas and a Happy
New Year.” ‘Fhe conuis wnniversary
of the Nativity is b jirst upon which
it has been giv:1 ine to preside Gver
the destinies of our great assuciation,
and the thouzts which cruwd my
mind at sues a time, naturally come
so thick and fast that I find it difficult
te express them all, even if I had the
audaclty to so far trespass on your
valuable time. However, let me
briefly say that the familiar Christ-
mas greeting, which In t00 many cases
sounds so holiow and conventional,
conveys a deep:r and holier neeting
when exchanged b:tween the mem-
bers of the brotherhood of the C.M.
B.A. We should and can never for-
get that ‘‘the good tidings of great
joy,”* which were flashed from heaven
over the bleak hills of Judea nearly
nineteen hundred years ago, and which
heralded the coming of tne Christ-Child
and His wondrous mission: of human
redemption, with its glorious message
of “peace on earth to men of good Wil
were ‘the precursors of that spirit of
rotherly and neighborly love of God-
ke charity which have revolutionized
this world of ours, ahd which it is the
great object of our order after the
example of its Divine Model, to in-
culcate ‘and evtend. We maw, per-
haps in our day never hope to witness
the universal brotherhoou of.man, but
we can 4t least do our feeble mortal
share by our example and.teachings,

y _the cultivation of fraternity, and
abd¥e gll, by the exerdise of 16ve and
chartty towards our neighborsé as to-
wards qourselves, to help ¢n the great
doctrine o¢ moral and material regen-
erfation fagpived in the mystery of the
Jpcarnatigy,. And with the blessing
of God and’gg His holy church, which
He came ofi ‘pgrth a8 a feeble “and
lowly Infant fg gound, we. ghall con- |
tinug to do thig confident in the suc-
cess of our h%@w aly mission ‘and
séeking. by all the'fheans in our power
to, extend to our fan,w-Cathollcs tne
béenefits of our Orgarizgtion. - Unlike
the Messiah, we may pot be able to
altogether heal the, .b;,x:oken-heﬂrteé.;
or

to comfort the mourning widow, a8
Hé comforted the Widow'ae Nain, but
we ¢an; at least help. to pour balm
upon their sorrow, to bri g glad tid-
fhgs of great ‘Joy to thefr bruiged and

hearts of the fatherless and helpless.

And, above all, let us try to remember
that tne golden feast of Chrisiltas 1s
the Liitle children’s festival, pa ex-
celierce,~that the great Master of all
gocd came upon this sarrowful and
sin-laden earth in the form of a poor
little Humble Child to manifust His
divine love for the little omes; ana
that it is our duty, thererore, at such
seasons, to set to our own youthful
oftspring the example of that thought-
ful atiection, that brotherly love, and
that cha ity towards our neigabocs
.which will inspire them to take up
and continue the good work of the
C. M. B. A. when we are gone. At
such a happy, joyous time as the
Christmas esason, with all its loving.
and pleasant memories, with all its
traditions ¢f good cheer and nosp:-
tality, no brother, of the C.M.B.A. es-
pecially, should - be suffered to wane,
nor his little ones to imagine that the
dark cloud which towers over their
homes, possisses nn silver linlng for
them. Let the gladness which irra-
diated and still irradiates the whole
werld at the coming of our Saviour,
find them out also, and bri

cheerless existence. Let them have a
recollection of their childhood’s days.
Happy children make virtuous, de-
voted parent-loving youths, and good
membus of our Orfder in the future.
So do not forget that the c.ming
Christrnas must be a merry one for
the caildren. But still of grea.cr -
poriance even than they are the poor
—{30a’s poor—whather they belong to
the brotherhood of the C.M.B.A. “or
the grealer brotherhood of mankind
in gencral. We have these ever with
us, aud there is always scope, espe-
cially at this blessed season; for that
God-iike virtue which, we are tolg,
covereth a multitude of sins. While
the rich and comfortable are feasting,
the poor should not be forgotten..
Moreover, charity knows neither creed
nor clime. Its Snowy -wings  are
spread over all'in need and all are
welcome to their shelter. Thus God's
work is done and the bruised heart is
comforted. And most certainly the

‘sweet recompense of doing good to

others exceeds all the pleasure that
can be derived from selfish enjoyment.
Let each member of the C. M. B, A.

|| redolve, therefore, that this wiil really

}¥e'a glad Christmas for all—the youns|

and old—the rich.and the poor! Let
the Christmas. greeting. be not a mere|
expression from the’ lips.  TLet it be
accompanied by someé tangible evidenes’
that it has a real and holy meanipg,;
in keeping with . the principles of our,
great order. And let us pray that
when another Christmas comes it will,
find our order evem still ' happier,
stronger and more numMerous and pros-
perous than we are this year, with
the blessing of the Divine Child, the,
annivemsary of whose lowly but glor
inus birth we shall celebrate on thei
2%5th of Deoemzzr. At least guch fs
the sincere praypkr, with the Christmas
greetings of L
Yours fraternally,
M. F. HACKETT,

Grand Preéideqf;
A PROTEST.

. .
The Roman Catholics of the Parign f
$¢. rierre Jolys, iace Theny-
selves on Rec-

oxd. T

%

On Sunday, Dec. 6, the citizeng of
St. Plerre Jolys held a meaung in
the public hall. Mr. Albert Pp.fon-
taine, reeve of the municipality of
De Salaberry, was voted to the chair,
and Mr. Bernard Raciot acted agg gec-
reiary. The following resoluticn was
proposed by Aifred Lassalle, and gec-
onded by Charles Mignauit: o

" Wh.reas, before the.year 183¢ thej:

Catholics of tha Province of Manitoba
had their Catholic Bchools, thelr’ cath
olic .trustees, their Catholic teachers;
their Catholic text books, their, Catho-
lic board of éducation and their Citho-
lic superintendent m a Wword, enjoyed
tht autonomy of their schoois;
Whereas, - this autonomiy “of their
schools s guaranteed by the tunda-
mental’laws of the country as inter-
preted. by the highest tribunal of‘the
empire; . ., . R
" Whereas, since the Public Schoo] Act
passsd'in 1850 by -the -legislature. of
Manitoba  we. have .beeut deprived. of
these rights and since that time we
have not ‘ceaged climing them; """
' Whereas, ‘the comppromise of Laurier-;
Greenway, desplsing . the constitution
and the ‘deciston of ‘the privy council,’
does -not’ restore to the Catholics of
this province. the autonomy. of their
schools, and the said compromiss
places virtually the Catholic minority
of this province under the tutelage. nf
a Protestant majority; m g
_ Whereas, the text books of higtory
and. of . morals . used in" the public.
schools, where we would be compeifed
to send our children, are good byt to
avent. them from the Catholic.religion
in which we want to educate them:

Resolved as follows: We, Catholic one were to believe this pamphlet the | ircessantly than the -Catholic clergy:

citizens «f the Parish of St. Pierre
Joiys, Manitoba, reject with indlgna-
ticn and in a mosat absclute manner

the so-called Laurer-Greenway set-

tlament. We declare that we will ac-
cept no settlement by which the au-
tonomy of our schools wouid not be
assured. We pray ail the Catholes of

Caradian clergy are a fanatical body,
disob.dient - te the instructions of
Rome, apiu<National, and accustomed
to tiench on political ground. By Mr.
iLaurier and his friends the are re-
garded ag “ihe enemy.” The bishops
have sybmitted the pamphlet to the
Jjudoment of Rome, and the matter

the Dominion to join with us in our wil c.me under the conideration of

efforts to have our cause succeed. We
appeal also to the friends of justice,

Unanimously carried.

Proposed by Joscph Labonti, sec-
onded by Ferdinand Marcotte, that a
copy of the present resclution be sent
to the Hon. Mr. Lgutier, premier of
Canada. to the Hon, Mr. Tarte, repre-
sontative in the cabipet of the French
Canadian population, to His Grgce the
Archbishop of St. Brmiface, cur re-
ligious leader, to the Hon. Sir Adolphe
Caron, leader of the ‘Opposition in the
Province of ‘Quebec, 'to the Hon. Mr.
Greenway, premier of,Maniicba, to the
follswing papers: {e Manitoba, the
Northwest Review, {he Nor-Wester,
La Mire*ve, La Presse. Le Courrier-
du-Canada and Le Courrier-de-St. Hy-
acinthe. Carried. ‘.

Signed:

ALBERT PREFONTAINE,
Reeve of the Municipality of the De-
Salaberry, Chai man.
BERNARD -RACICOT,
w  Becretary.

Mr. A. Lasalle, medthant, in moving
the above resolution said that the so-
called school settlemént cannot be too
highly or stromgly rgpudiated by the
Catholies cf this province.

. Mr. C. Mignault {n'a few and well-
chogen words said that the Catholics of
St. Plerre Jolys were Aot the last ones
to protest against the action of the
local gpvernment in 1§90, and now they
wish to put on record thelr zo emn pro-
test against what ig ealled the settle-
ment cf the. scho uestion in, this
province, 4 1

C. H. Royal angd J. Bérnier were the
two principal speakers of the meeting
and they acquitte@ themselves of their
task in a very erpditable mannsr. -

Mr. A. Pref-ntajge In a few well
chosen words thanigd .those who had
addressed the meefing and-the pro-
iings , were brought to.a close.

o
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Atuthentic Account of the Vati-
can’s Opinion of the So-
- called Settlemeng, - -

i

) The following very-intéresting letter
is taken from the last iseue ‘to hand
of the Liverpocl Times, one of the
‘best-informed and most , infuential
Catholic papers printed in England, or
perhaps in any part of the wbrld.
The communication appearg ow'vez'-'the
signature of its special corregpondent
at Romes ‘who i3 recognizeq as a re-
liable authority on matters of the

kind, and readers may take it for
granted that any Informatisn he gives
regarding the views of the Pope on
any - question of public interegt s .mot
based upon mere rumor, but upon ag-
tual knowledge of the facors, = Iis
statement, therefore, as to tpe opin~
ion of the heads of the Catholie church
concerning the propesed setijernent Of
the school question and the drgatic a-
tion the Vatican may take if Mp, LaU-
rier persists in his present policy maY
be considered as absolutely guthentfe.’
The. letter reads a8 follows: . ..
“Monsignor Begin, Coagjutor-Arch-
bishop of Quebec, Mongignor Gravel,
Bishop of Nicolet, -and Mopsignor La-
breque, Bishop of Chicoutimt, have just
left Fome, where they hgyve fully ex-
plained to the Holy Bee. the,rights of
the Catholics i& the Manitopa schools
question and pointed out the mislead-
irig- character '0f Mr. Laupisys diplo-
mgtig actlon.. They receiveq i the
Hely Father and from Cardine
dochowski ‘and’ Rampola, ggsurahices’
of inflexible firmnens. “Yo cgn count
npon it with certainty,” sq1q4 nis Holi-
pess to them, “that we ghgil tphold’
1o dbe. end the decision of per:Majes-
ty's Privy Councll.” The vgtican has
In 'its' Hands proofs that Mr. Laurfer:
is. pursuing that “mystepigms poloy™
of which Montalgne spegks, . and
to which weak natures peqadily lend
themsetves. 'On the ‘ene hand, he has
pent to. Rome two.secret gmpassadors,
the Abbe Proulx and the Chevaller
Drolst, fog the purpose of ‘ganing over
the Pope to:the views of his (Jovern-.
fment and requesting the establishment
of an official representation on the
prrt of the Holy See at Ottawa. On
be. other hand, his “Friar Joseph,”
is' famulus, Mr. David, Kas just is-’
sued; under higingpirétion, o pamphlet

the Congregation of the Index. Mr.
Liauri r evidently wants war, and he
will have it. The Canadian Episco-
pate have on their side right, justice,
reason, mgderation and intelligence,
The emisgaries of Mr. Laurier were re-
ceived coldly by the Prefect of Propa-
gurda. They set forth their case as
fcllows: The scheol question of Mani-
toba, arpanged between the pravince
and the Federal government, is the
maximuym  of concassinns; to go be-
‘yond it would be to ask for the impos-
sible. Now this system stipulates for
the spoljations cf 1890 and tor neutral-
ity on the school question Ly tolera-
ting religious instruction during halt-
an-hour pn condition that it be given
by a clergyman of the same denomin-
ation ag the children, and by permit-
ting a parish ¢f tweaiy-tive Catholle
children to establish a school on con-
‘dition that the master is duly quali-
fied. Byt it 18 well known. that or-
ganizeq parishes containing twenty-
five Catholic children form an insig-
nificant pumber when the many scat-
tered hamlets which compose the agri-
culturg] colonies of Manitoba are
taken into account. Moreover in the
Northwest the authorities have never
grarnted diplomas to masters and Sis-
ters who had passed satisfactory ex-
aminationg, How could it be done in
Manitoba where the party in power
desires to exclude religious influence?
Accordingly Cardinal Ledochowskl has
replied with #hat precision and lucidity
‘which always characterizes his lan-
guage, that the Propaganda. was
gulded by the judgment of the Privy
Council ag py. an lmmutadle rule,
and that that verdict demanded  the

confevencss op the ibiect with Teo
XII1. and Cardinal Rampnlia, his atti-
tude may he.taken as that of the ¥
Bée.” St Mr.  Laacsr’d répres
tives have not tost hape. THey painut
in_somhre colors:the state of Canada,
the uncertainiies «f poli‘izs. and the
vwhanges of popular feellng. They bave
‘aven gome ¢ far +8 to git published
in the “Voce detia Verita’'a marifesto

to the Un't:d States. The Yrocedure
has evoked some smilées. Finesse and

have so often probed complicated af-
fairs.: Leo XTII. has declared to Mgr.
Begin -and_his episcopal colleagues
that the Hcly See will not diverge
from the ccuse traced out by . tHe
Past-ral of the Bishops -at the time

the supréme tribunal of  the British
Empire. As to the delegation  for
‘which - Mr. . Lauri>r has asked, the
Pope deems it useless, and this s also
the opinion cf the Bishops, who, it
may be stated, are resdy to accept a
permanent delegate of the Holy See
at Ottawa, devoted to Canadian a{—
fai*s. but not an extension of the
T'rit~d Sateg . delegation to . Canada.
1f Mr. Taurier persists in his policv.
‘espocially if he carries on a warfare
againgt the episcovate, the - Vatican
may putlelv cepdemn the Manitoba
Scho~1s Bill,as it will not allow ‘anv
party to.create misunderstandings on
a great auestfon which affects the in.

rights of conscience.”

HOW MUCH PRIESTS READ
..+ -. ¢ BIBLE. .

. Cardinal Gibbons' new pook, ‘“The
Ambassador of Christ,” g about to
be {isued from the pregg. .t is In-
‘tended - for priests and ecelé
siudents. Speaking of tne B :
beok Of study for priests,
dinal says, among othér beautiful
thin, 3

- “The book that I recommend to

and above al) oth is, of .courge,

fnly ‘book of study that is absolutely

it 13 appropriately called by S§t. Am-

yet 'his sérmons would be lamentably
gc;l(iiﬁaind ‘detective if he happened to
| be ill-instructed in the Bacred Volume,
On 'tne‘oméfﬁdﬁj ’he g well versed
‘In the Holy Scriptures, though a com.
parative stranger to buman. science, he
will preach with edification and,profit.
The clergyman that draws his inspira-

flows from his lipa” = )
. A8 a matter, of fact, nd class of meén

against the clergy of Canada. If

K

-

read the Bible mare prayerfully and

rest:ratiyn of the status quo ante.
As the Prefect of Propaganda has had,

drawn up by certain revolutionaries
calling for the annexation of Canada:

artifices do not suffice to convert men |
of long experfence at the Vatican, whe;

of the elect'ons and the decision of:

terests of g whole people and the

the ininister of Christ, firsét- and last.
the Word of God, ,The Bible is the
ndlspensabgg so.n. priest, and hence
brose ‘Libre Baderdotalls.” He might

be. familiay ‘with the whole range .ot/
apcient and modern lMteratyre, ang}

if he i well versea | wpade

tion .from .the Sacred Text.is easily.
recegnized hy the, sweet upction that

| They are obliged to devote at least
j ohie hour each day to reading the Sa-
icred Scriptures and homilies on them
~by the saints and ‘fathera of tne
church.

Though the Cardinal’s latest book
is addressed to the clergy, a perusal
of it will prove valuable to lay readers
as well, They’ will lea'n from it the
sanctity and august character of the
priesthood.—N. Y. Freeman's Journsl.
nal, .

WHO IS THE INTERPRETER?

“Our excellenit contemporary, The
Freeman’ Journal, says that if we
deny ‘the necessily of competent agu-
thority in the interpretation of Sciip-
ture,’” we therefore ‘admit the suf-
ficiency: of incompeient authority.
Bven more; we admit tne sufficiency
of no ‘authority’ at «il. So far as v
important, the Scripture will interpret
itself -to. any. candid reader. | Beyond
that, it is fwot really serious, religistisly,
if people make mistakes vn matters of
form, ceremony or ecclesiastical order.
Any one not a fool can understand
the Sermon on the Mount. It needs
uc¢ authority to interpret it. If people
fail to interpret aright the utterance,
‘On this rock will I bufla_my Churcn”
it is a matter of no vital account, and
Christ wiil interpret his own worda
by his own action. It/is just as with
electicn, another hard matter, which
is God's busines more than ours.''—
The Independent.

Here our contemporary first refuses
to admit the sufficiency of .any gu-
authority whatever to Interpret the
Scripture, and then in the rzame
breadth claims that, “so far as is im-
pertant, the Seripture wil interpret
itgelf to any candid. spader.” .. This
claim commits it to  tne .admlssjony
‘that there i3 a suflicient authority.
Thuys the Independent denles 'in one
proposition what it affirms in thé next.
It may explain that it reterred to au-
thority external to the, S¢uipuire ana
the jndividual reader, but it should
baye sald that, ‘and noc uwaiey ,all
authority whatsoever. - .- 0T T

Tha theony. above a6l forth oy the -
Independetit firat takes the Bible ns &
record of historjcal even.y, laws and
tnoughts that passed througn men’s
minits in ages passed, and then it
majkes this same yecord the sufficient
interpretation .of those events, luwpg
.“;’g‘?hddéﬁts’. This is contrary to the
practice of mankind in all, agze.. The
gommon sense that divecis ilie race
hias never recognized iie Iauw itséit:
&8s Its own interpreta‘er, and as &
‘consequence men have. aiways, wher-
@ver law of any kind prievalls, estab-
Hshed “eourtd or nther auathoriiy (o
interpret ‘and apply ihe iuw to indive
fdual cases tha: requue its applica-

1

Jtion. This 18 absolutely Ascessary for

‘thé preservation of socicty and order.
Qur copstitution would not be worth
the paper it Is printei wn weré it
pot that there is a court to interpret
it and to whose iriterpretation all must
submit, G R
‘Just why this common sense, and
at the same time mosr rational prag-
tice in the case of oivll 1aws should
be discarded when there iIs a question
of divine law the Independent does not
stop to congidér or explain. Certainly,
if private interpretation of civil laws
saiipe a state of utterlawless- .
sorder, it would have the
“when appHed “to ‘the laws’
ghiritual or religious order, .The

except pandemonium—sup-
Pt pes an authoritative interoreter,
he theory of the Independent that
, Xvs_‘ are their own interpreters a@d
gxecutors must, common seénse die- -
tates, he rejected as dangerous to .go-
clety and. sybvem've of all order. But
ere are Bther difficulttes in thé vway"
of this theory, when  appligd-to, the .
divine law. It is not, and never was,
the method appointed by the divine
lawgiver. He who revealed His wil
to man hag never left His word ,uw;%gf

put a commissioned guardian and in-
terprieter.” In the old laws it was -
Moses, and other. inspired, . prophets,
and the Sanhedrin. When tht Sop
ot God came among men He was thé:
guardian. and interpreter, and befpre
He retyrned from whence He came
He established ‘an orgahism and comi- -
missioined 4t to teach mankingd. . That .,
organigm, is His Church, .of whig
umd: “He that will not-"m?‘éﬁi-
chiirch, let him be to thee as.a hoathen

: 23 a& p};bu%” RPN I o iget boray
; There gre still other difficuities. The -
Indépendent ays: o e
+«%80. far as-is important the Scrip- .
ture . Inferprets itself. to any,

oy

:““‘%otfa.r;as is -important!”” Who  is
to determine what is important g
what 18 not? Does the Blb?:t’ftge $-
-interpret - this 'point * and - distingulsh -
 what,. of  ita  contents . is dm i
or_cssential, and what s not?.

#tainly does not. Then It i not
 gufficient .or. sptisfactory . interprater-.
) {Continued on page 3).
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