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cerned as signatories of the T reaty." There is somctbing hopeful in

that-and it may yet be that Russia wili abate lier dlaims and preten-

sions in the interests of lier Empire and peace.

The poor Czar is sad and sorroiful, and disgusted with most
things of earth so far as thcy bear upon blis lot in life. The recent

assassinations, and the attacks on bis imperial uncie bave hiad a great

effcct upon his nerves, sbattering themn to pieces, and compelling a stay

for an indefinite period at Livadia. The emiancipation of the serfs

Cost Alexander a tremiendous effort, ubich lcft bini mcntally prostrate,

and frorn w'lîjcli hie has neyer recovered.

Prince Bismarck is also in evii ca'c. He is said to receive

tbreateningr letters by the tliousarid, and bias to bc guarded agaiflst

assassination in towni and country. Thiere lias neyer been a statesmian

mfore vig1o rous, more imiperious, or more cynical, or less lovedad

trusted by tbe general public, titan Prince Bismarck. Ilisfrkns

bias becn deceit, bis peacc a preparation for wvar, bis synipatby a dal-

lianice and a bribe. And nov a bitter old age bias conte upon bii.

Ncurai!gic pains, fougbt off or downr by drinking of port-wine ; frequent

and violent outbursts of tempcr,-csonis of treniendous exertion fol-

loved by seasons of frctfulness, have clone tbecir work. Tbc strugglc

in Wbich lie is noiv enigaged wvitb the Sucialists scenms to make dcnandis

UPOIl bis strengyth to ýývhîcli lie is altogctber unequa].

Even far-off japan is in trouble. A%%bIile ago Okaibo, tbc Minister

Of the Home Departnient, %vas nîurdered in the streets of Ycdo in

broad dayligbt. And tlie tlîing ývas niot dlonc on any personal

grounds, but on account of Okubo's political rnisdoinigs. 'lble assassins

sent a document to tbc Mikado on the eve of the niurder, wbichl set

forth tbeir reasons, wbhicb xvcrc cletestation of tbc officiaIs, xvbo, tbcy

say, suppress tbe voice of the people, inake frîvolous laws, wvastc the

revenues upon usclcss and supcrfluous public works, kccp tbe truc and

candid patriot at a distance, and are subrnissivc toxvards forcigners.

Tbreats werc offéed that upon others %vouldi faîl tlîc fate of Okubo,

but the IlPatriotismi Advocating Society" IIvas flot strong enough to

carry out its purpose. But the disaffection lbas sïncad ; disturbances

have broken out in the provinces, and there bias been a rnilitary rising

amtong the Iniperial Guards in the Capital. So the political borizon

in Japan is just as dark as tbat of countries older iii civilization.
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Were it required to state in a single word tbe cause of Sir John A.
Macdonaîd's faîl from power, that word would le the sanie that raised huim to

his bighest eminence-Confederation. For out of the necessities and exactions

0f the Union carne those urgencies wvhicli induced Sir John to risk his political
iiitegrity and his popularity. At the tie of the Act of Union the iîccd 'as fclt

Of Stronger liens ilian wcrc affordcd by the parchincnt of even anl Inperial Act.

'l'lic Provinces were to lce grappled to each others' souils with hooks of stcel,

in tie shape of a continuious railway fromi the Atlantic to the l>acific. Britishî

Columîbia was needed ti tic Union to effect conilectioli with the Continent of

Asia, and to prevent Canada froin being shut out (romi the Pacifie, as she liad

already been largcly cxcluded (rom the Atlantic, by the (Iiploinacy or audacity

Of the Ujnited States. Accordingly the Inter national Railway was coiicced,
and thie Pacific Railway 1îromised . 'l'lie teri itory lying betwcn LUplier Canada

aiid Britishi Columîbia was acquired fron the I udson's Bay Comnpatiy, and its

8ettlement conhmflCnce(i by partitioiig off M~aniitoba1. WVhen the fertilitv of ibis

lit!% Province tvas understood, it be(aie the object of a fierce contention.

l'le Ultraniontane element-whicli saîv Federai pjower slipping froin its grasp)

-beleld an ol1)ortunity to offset and luiiit Protestanit ascendcancy, by institut-

inig a couinterpart to Qucbec iii the great l'ar-XVest 'lerritory. Ileiice, îlot only

,,-as inmmense pressure broughit to bear uipon the (;overrillieilt 10 sectire special

territorial Iprîtileges for tlîe Roiiian-(.'atliolic half-lreeds iwli< îandered over the

Vast western prairies, but discontent was fostercd arnolng ihlen u the point of

Op)en rebellion ; ili order b)011 10 discourage Ulpper Caniada. immigration aiid to

Secuire furtlier privileges ils the price of efforts for pacificationi. In the course

'Of thlese troubles océ«irred the nmurider-bIy a so-callcd 'military execution'-

Of Seott ; a resident Orangeil, who had resisted tlie revoit. %Vlien, by tlie

influence of Bhshop Tlaché the revoit %vas quelled, a stormi of indignation burst

forth il, Iijper Canada ; coupled wîitlî the deniand for tic Il murderer Riel II"

bL brouigbî ho justice. lis, the secret compact with tue Church forbade t and
Sir John lîad a (lifficulît part tu play. lie could flot break bis agreemenit ; and
bie laIcked courage to face tiie storni. Wlhat lie did was wcak and imimoral;

and-as the resuit slioived-fooliS]i. lie rail îvith tic liare, and lield with tlîe

blounds. H-e disbursedi inoney froni tlîe secret-service fund for Riel ho fi>' the

Country, îvhile lic stood til in Pa-lianient aîîd veliemenl>' invokced Heaven to

Wvitiîcss bis desire to catch the fugitive ! 'l'ie trutb mnust be told ; that the truil

for' ils own sakce-was flot iin those days dear 10 Sir John. No doubt hoe lîeld

hinSeîf excused b>' the exigencies of the public Nelfare ; no doubt the circun-

Rances wcre grave and criticai; and tic Premier thotigbt lie îvas acting for the

i>est. But tlîe falsehood lfailed ; for it w~as not even lhalf-beiieved .and tbe

O)rangemen, îvho biad beeti sir Johin's traditionai supporters, for a time feil aîvay

froin him. Thbis ivas one cur-relit towards the cataract.

Meanwhile tlie prosecution of the Inîcrecolonial Railway was setting another
current in motion fromn the east 10 drift Sir John A. Macdonald int unpopularity.
Always ready to part tli8 spoils of office among bis foilowers, wbiie satisfied
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witb official power himself, Sir John could not satisfy ail-even xvitb the pickîngs
of a linge goverriment railwaýy in addition ho ordinar>' patronage-and bad 10
disappoint rnany, who forthwith clamioured agaiîîst the Premier. Thle niante of
the road began to lie bandcd about as the synonlym of political corruption :and,
lîc and there, little facts came 10 liglit wliicb seenied 10 justif>' tlie clamour.
l'le murmnur of discontent grew louder as thc getncral clections dreîv on. 'l'le
roar of waters was o11 the air. But the projecîed Pacific Railway scemed to
offer the mieans of safet>'. With it, as a mighty leverage, tlîe governimentai
causc iniiglt yet reacb the shiore. Différent conilpanies w'ere conipeting for the
c<)ltract :wlîat nmore reasonable (10 a polilîcian> Ilian tbat tiiese mien should
furnisli the sinews of wvar to niaiîiîain in powter iliose froni îvbose hands il tvas
lioped 10 recciv e the charter for the constructlion anîd work-ing of the road ? Sir
John, doubtless, saîv only the (air and specious si<le of the case. 'lo bis minc
thte first position would be that the country (-ould lie goverlie( with greater tact
.and abilit>' by lîiniself than îîy bis opponcuits. Thibs lieing granted, tlie uise of
mecans wliicbl, biowcecr inmnoral, lîad been sanctioîed b>' lonig and groîving
usage of paît>' Niarf.are, îvould be soon acceî)hcd as lawvfuîl. Moue>' for election

pupse as asked and recoived froni tic expectants of the railîva> charter.
SlIection purposes" is a ivide phlrase. Tliere arc sonie %vi-bi are perfectl>'

legihiiaite. Writers caminot be expected ho use their limie and strcugtlb %itlîout
reniuneration. Printers anci reporters iist bc paid. New'sp)apers valuie tbeir
space b>' the inich for advertîsîing ; whcther il be direct, oblique, or b>' imlplica-
tion. E'eni public speakers iliist live of tbeir political gospel ; aiid railîvay
fiures conie expensive iii îlis country' of magnificent (distanices. Oîîc nia>' tlure-
fore lîcar with equaîinity of the cal] for ant elcction fuîid, and of tlie formationi
of a jîrudential coniniiîtee t disburse il. Happy the politicin îvho kîiowýs no
more abiotthe fund tban tbis: wlîo can trust lus fricnds 10 gai ler andr spreacl
tlîe nccdful fructifier without toucliing the odoriferouis lieap bimself. Sir Johnî
A. Macdonald ivas no s0 hiappy. Ili the lîcat of the contest lie ivrote and
tclcgraphcd for addiîioîîal sums to bc used for Il elcctioîi purposes."l H-e %v'as
happy ouI>' in cscaping tic odium of applying an>' of tlîis mncyd> 10 bis private
tises. Indced tiiere is sonîetliiîîg sublime iii the Ilersonal inî<ifferece t0 nuone>'
slîewn b>' Sir John :tbere can lc lno doubt that bie clîerisbed a great prirle iii
lus superiority t0 mere sordid consideraîjoîls. It wvas flot iii theatrical lioniliast,
but with carnest sincerity that in bis place in parliaillent, wlien taxed %vitb cor-
ruption, lie rose and, flingîng o11t bis aris exciledly, cried iil fhuslied face andi
flasliing cye, IlThese bands are dlean." He meant il : aîîd il tvas true-witb a
reservatiofi.

Looking back ilîpon the Pacifie Scandai dispassionael>', (as one eari only
do afler tlie lapse of years) mîîch appears to modif>' the liard-if riglteouis-
judgnient passed at the lime upon tlie Prime Minister ofthe day. A buiky
panîîiblet-witIi biilkier appendix,-would lie needful ho present and weiglî thîe
evidemîce wvlicb bias bcen offered ho prove that there was no uiîderstandiiig
bctween Sir Jolîî's goverfiment and Sir Hugli Allan, more Ilian tlîc general and
silcîit uuîdcrsîandiîig wliil niglît result from tbeir belouîging te tbc sanie party un
îîoiitics. 'l'lie one mîay well have tbouglît that luis part>' would favor lîin, witbout
the party tru au>' way cxpressing ils ptrp)ose ho do so. A part frorn tilis, a calim
rcview of the position of the parties tbeîî aîîplying for a charter would, perhiaps,
sbcw îlîat the two great conhending comîparues wbiclî were applicaîîîs for il lîad
already practical>' amalgamated before the date of tlîe IlScanda]." The pro-
moters et the compan>' don btless tbouglît tlîat if tlie governnîent were defeated,
even the combined scbeme might (ail througlî : aîîd iii tuis liglit tiheir liberal
contributionîs to the clection fund stanid cxplaincd, vitiiout tlie need of supposing
îlîat there was absoluhte bargain anîd sale of he road privilege. '[bus Sir John
A. Macdonald's hands miglît be Ildcean " in a stili ivider sense ;and yet bave a
senlse in îvbiclî tbey were flot clean, and in wbiclî the indignation of the country'
iiiglbt rightconsly bc visited uîpon bim.

But the Pacifie Il corruption" Ilvas net sirnply a fanît, il was a blunder.
l'le riglit lîand of Uic astute shatesman liad forgotten it-, cunning. Ilad
the moîuics passed mbt the bands ofthe Conservalive Club, that tender
organism-a politîcai consciencc-might have been saved froîîî stain or injur>';
and the wave of conmmotion migbt bave swept l>y wiîliout beariîîg with it mbt
ils Niagara the fortunecs et tue premier. But Sir Johnî scenîs ho bave so coll-
fideîîtly trusted te the fact tuat the momie>' vas liot adliering to lus owvn fiîugers,
as 10 bie bliîîd to tlîe wrong ef calliiig for it, and indifférenut t0 ile danger of
lîandling it. Se the govcriiet of Sir John A. Macdonald drifted ilîto the
rapids, ivas swept on h>' the stornm, ncared thc cataract, and ivent over.
le wouild doubtless bc rcady te-day 10 ackiiowledge, not siîiiply tlit

hoe lAtndered, but that the jud(gn-.eîît (or doiîîg cvii tbat goo(1 mîîglît c<)îne
was iii a nicasuire jîust. And yet it is mîarvellous 10 fiîîd this dooiiied anti
îvreckcd stahesluati once more occupying lus 01(1 positionu as Prime Minister of
the Dominion of Canuada. But tlîe explanation is easy. H-is focs bave bemu
ne wiser aid( nu better than liiinsclf. 'l'ley have umîdclrnîiinedl Ilîir owvu sîroîîg-
lîold of poliîicai purismil ; and Sir John lias but needed to tise the maîcrial îvitb
whli 11e>' have furnisbed bini to rebuild blis owni fiallen fortunes. 'l'le stones
blave been îîlaced rcady ho lus hands. Tlruc, the old versaîility of bis genius
lias net forsaken lîim, aîîd lîis iîîdonuitabie courage amîd perseverance biave'stood
iinii in good shead. Hc rmails noîv the bencftt of the wisdorn witlî wlîicl lic
bowcd ho adverse gaies, aîîd îviîl wviiciî, also, iviien the wind sbified, lie once
more set lus saîls ho catch tlîe breeze.

Tl'le last portrait of Sir John A. Macdoniald is taken as lie stands on a
platfornu iii Quebec rcceiving the congratulations et bis friends, Aftcr bciiig
sworn iuito luis new office, in October of the prescrnt >'ear. 'l'lie liglit (ails tim
and cold npoîi an elderl>' ian wh'b is worn -and liaraqsed îvilb tbe aîîxieties of
conliet, and with the severe piuysical strain ef a campaigil tbrotîgbiout thle lîcats
of suilner. Tlie old defiance is in luis eye, and rings eut in the clear challenge
of bis voidc : but the spriglitiy jauîîîiness of earlier days is but (lie gluost of uts
former self, anîd hardI>' sihs wveli witb ereyer bftirs and miore sbrnikcî feattîres.
Yeb it nia>' be liopcd-as ive look at îîîm-that a season of rest nîay rejuveluate
the manl: for lie i% one whîo, îvbate ver bis tanîts, lias iîad tluem coîîdoîîed I>' île
people at tbe polis, and aise must at least be credited with a silicere desire for
the growtii and welfare ot lus ceuntry'. And it may bc Iiopcd tîtat, avoiimg
the errors eft Ile past, Sir John na>' yeb have an influence for good uipon thue
development of tlue ceuntry's resotirces and the consolidation ot ils institutions.
Witb mere questions of poIiýy this sketch bias neîhing te do. Protectien may
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