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of God and man. Rather He dropped living germs of new
thought into their minds and allowed them silently to do their
work. Obviously the only possible way of educating such
scholars as He had, was to irnpress them strongly with th36t
essential conservatisin of the venerable and sacred legacy frorn the
past which was in truth so inarked an aspect of His doctrine.
Nay, more, we rnay be sure that His own grateful and affectionate
piety towards the ancient sages and saints wllose writings had
been the food of His expanding inner life, would brin g into such
strong relief in his own mind the contiÎnity and substantial iden-tity of His doctrine with theirs, that the differences must for the
rnost part have sunk into the background almost out of sight.The bearing of the second consideration is no less obvions. The
Scribes prided tliemselves above evervthing on their exact andpunctual legality. In making the weillfonnded dlaim to a legalityinfinitely more minute and rigorons than theirs, in asserting thereal Law against its professed zealots, it was natural that Jesusslîould state in the very strongest terms His own reverence forthat Law and His conviction of its iînperishable validity, withouthanipering the force of His statement by qualifications and ex-planations that would, in fact, have been psychiologicaîîy im-possible in a moment of intense and solemrn feeling.

Let ns then proceed to extract froin the varions passagestonching tipon our inquîry, especially Matthew v, 16-48, thelocus cIlîssicus on this subject, a statement in detail of the positiontowards the Law taken up by jesus. In the first place, He dlaimisas against the Scribes to fulfil the Law in His doctrine anxd prac-tice, to restore it to its pristine integrity. With a view to thisend His procedure is twofold, a clearing away of encumbrances,
and an explication o! hidden mneanings. The Scribes had over-laid the Law witlî endless vain and beggarly additions the pro-dnct of their perverse ingennity, their blinking pedantry, andtheir slavish ascetic externalisin. This rubbisli is entirelv s weptawvay, not only as beingan insupportable burden laid on the weakshoniders of the people, ail the more odious because those whObound it there have exhansted ail their moral energy in that effortand do not stir a finger themnselves to bear the weight they haveimposed on others; but also as being a fatal distraction frorn the


