
ticuiariy for tunate In titis recipect lin Clevelanîd, ns the publie sciîooi buildings lai every Instanîce liad sufficient property
beyond the building flue tu aiiow the escape to le piaced eighit (8) feet framn the building. In every other respect the
specifications adopteli by the State are Identicai %villa those cornpiled at the Instance of titis JJel)artmient and the Board of
iTducation of titis City.

"White I strongiy advocate the etrection of an adequate number of fire-escapes on every nan-tireproof school build-
ing, 1 do nlot believe that a fire-escape or a raumber of fire-escapes shouid be expected ta properly safeguard tihe puplIs
n the building. It is my opinion that ail school buildings more than one (1) story ln height shouid be constructed through-

out of fireproof materil; this requirement ls made, both ln aur city ordinances and ln the statuter of this State, Sa that
we now design school buildings ta be perfectly sale trom lire fram ordinary causes, and campel erection of the escape des-
tribed In the enciosed specifications on ail non-fireproof schooi buildings more than (1) story ln heiglit."

Yours v'ery ti uiy, S OGE
Inspecter of Buildings.

Another letter, received froin the Dayton branch of the Ohio Inspection Bureau, which will in-
terest you. reads as follows:

**As ta construction of tire escapes, titis matter Is entirely In the iiands of the Statle Sliop Inspecter, Columubus,
Oltlo. A letter addresscd ta lm wotild probably brlng you desired Information. Out, state law requires tlle siiop Tnspcctor
ta malze Inspections of shopas, factories, schocilhouses, aud otîter buildings, and sec tiat the state lawv la complied with
regarding lire escapes and other requiremeuts. Experience has shown that ln this and ather stales the matter of fire escapes
on school houses and other buildings, la of vital Importance, s0 niucii s0 that stringent iaws have been passed requiring tliem,
and we think It appeais ta the reason of every man, that sonie metliad of escape as imperative ln buildings where public
gatherings are common on tipper iloars. The possibIlIty of tires and panics Is always present. The means; of escape should
be eciualiv ln evIdence anad it Is tue height of criminai negligence, ta wait for somte awfui caiamlty ta demonstrate the above
tact. Titis saite, as weli as others, lias been guity of mast that ldnd of negligence, and it toolc tue los$ of nearly 200 inno-
cent childrern's lives. ln one single Instance, ta arouse the people ta a seuisceto duty. Tue lire escape sbould be* such flot
only ln naine but In fact. Not aiiowed ta be coîuutdineicly ta coîupiy wilh the law, but la serve as a real avenue
of saiety and flot tanother fire trap la Itself."

ironies trii
A. W. FOSTER,

Inspector.
StilI another letter was received f rom Toledo, Ohio, which demonstrates that this city bas also

taken advantage of Collinwood's awful lesson:
"We demand (bat ait buildings useli for, achool purlînses, that are miore titan six fect from the. grade uine, must

have lire escapes. Tue Inspection of sehool buildings ln this suite Is very rigiîi. The state department svlll no doubt fuinIsIl
ynu with copy o! atate law out school b>uilding protection.

"Trusting titis wili be the Information deaired, wie are.
Tours truiy.

JOSEPH Mc«i\IAHON,
Chief luspector.

You undoubtedly know that the authorities of New York city do not concur with you in your
views, as is to be infcrred fromn the following letter:

"In reply, ta your Inqulry, relative ta lire escapes on sehool buildings, 1 wavuld say (liai xe iccinlie regular stlrs
wLitli elght-lnch arisers anli eigit -and -one-balf-inchl treads."

Yours truiy,

Superin tendent of Buildings.

The fire marshal of Troy, N.Y., takes a sane view of the proper use of fire-escapes and the
maniner in which the ire dril should be practiseci, as is evidenced by the following letter: '

"S1 have yaur conmuni cation, and ln reffiy 1 wili qmatte my suggestions ats given lit ry report of ajî Inspection of
fle sebools of this City ln 1908. ta the Board o! Educalion ef Ibis City. xwhichi Is as foilows:-

"Every schooi builîding over two stories ln height shouid have lire escapes erecbed oit sanie aitd tiiese tire escapes
shoulId have balconies at leat ive feet wide witb suitable iaiiings andi a tride stliiva> %vitla easy steps and risers ieading
fron sanie, and the snid balconies should exlend the entire length or w1ilti af the buîig.and i believe that these lire
escapes shouid be uised by the ptipiis in their tire drilla, s0 Iiat they imight get accustonied ta the uise of tliein."

CHARLES 'ROTH.
Fire -Marlibal.

*P.S.-T will furîher claite latba shre lie abave repart, il) the schaul buildings ln lthe ciiy. wliere cOauslderedl necessary.
have .e.n qcuipped nea abave suggesled."

You will note froin the following letter that Rochester, N.Y., takes advantage of every possible
precaution in the erection and equipinent of its schools; ail schools have outside iron stairs protected with
wire netting; they have fire drills once a week and no buildings are erected of over two stories of non-
fireproof construction. Why should Toronto fait to protect its children to the saine extent as Rochester?
]Dear Sir,-

"Outr building code daes nlot aiiow sciiooi buildings ta be erected mare than tw siteries ln height, unleas of tire
proaf construction. We have lirit stair tire escapes on ail aur schaoi buildings, and for, safety. have said lire escapes
cenclased ln ivire netting. Tue principlîni of ail scrtools; hava ai ire drill at leaaet oncé a xweel,. whicla Isij excellent piactice,
as ut prevents a panic in case of ire. Fire escapes shoaid be uipon ail school buildings, and the tire drill practised for the
safety af the pupils.' epcflyyus

-IEIRE.jRT W. PIERCE.
Assistant rire Olarshal.

The inspector of buildings of Minneapolis believes schools should flot be more than two stories in
height and that flrst floor should be of fireproof construction:
Dear, Sir.-

"Our preseit ot'dinaince gives me aulhorlty ta demand tire escapes on aIl buildings three atonies on more ln height.
"In regard ta the ,necessItl1 foir ine-esrapes on school buildings, 1 ciîould sat3 tîtat it wauild dlerend entirely on the

hieght o! the building. the nîtimber ani widtli o! slalrwsvFys. the condition andc location of the heatlng plant and the type of
constructiop of the buildings.

"In nty opinion, such buildingrs shouldl he linilled lit beiglil. If possible, ta twa clties. The lIrai flool-, at least,
shaulti bo constructed of lireprlon! nutierlals, rinl Ite building pnovided witi i'ide. eaa,' qtairwal's ln sufficlent ntîniber-s.'

Yours truly.
JTAS. G. N-OUGE-TON.

Inspecter of Buildings.
Sait Lake City bas both fire-etcapes and lire drills. The spiral escape referred to in the following

letter is of the same type as is used in Winnipeg:
,ia addition ta lire escapes dlescihIed Ji) Sertion 100 of our building code. aur Bloard of Education are uqiîig te a

more or less dlegrec the spiral fire escape. whichi l'ai probabl' have linowiedge ai, being constructcd circular ln feam,
or Iran, w'ilh a spiral Incline plane Inside. Nouie of Iliese hava evet' been used duinbg a tire and pantic, but the achool
teachers and priicipals o! aur schools gIve a utracîlce drill with thel, achoelans taccasionaiiy, and seeio ta think (bey are
penfectiy satIsfactory. 'Whethei' they woiild bc alle a lindie tue scholars donina the ex'clteineint of lire as successfuliy
as they Oia durIng the dnîli1, la lot la ho prov*eit.'

A. B.' HIRTH,
Salt Laite u.ltly, Utale. Iniisecior O! Buildings,
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