Vancouver’s Unique Hotel

The Hotel Beautiful of The Canadian Pacific Railway at Vancouver

TICRCING the skyline as its sixteen stories
P soar upwards from the crest of the Gran-
ville strect ineline, the new Tlotel Vancouver, the
largest building in (‘anada, stands an arehitee-
tural tvivmph of development on the Pacifie
Coast. "The palatial building is an indication of
what Vaneouver has risen to be and what she is
expeeted to be; proof conclusive, also, of the en-
terprise of the eompany operating the greatest
transcontinental railroad on the Amevican con-
tinent. The hotel is the central edifice dominat-
ing a fine group of lofty and suhstantial build-
ings—the Vancouver Block, the ornate Birks
Building and the massive new store of the Hudl-
son’s Bay Company. 1t stands pre-eminent
among  the city’s sky-
serapers, now becoming
guite numerouns. During
the past decade Van-
couver has developed a
metropolitan skyline
whiceh 1s the pride of
residents, and whieh im-
mediately thrusts itself
upon the attention of the
stranger arriving by
seq, as the boats emerge
from the Narrows and
enter the spacious na-
tural harbor of Burravd
Inlet.  Towering above
all else is the huge hotel
huilding, a mornument of
optimism; atriflequaint,
perhaps, in architee-
tural design, it is bean-

tifal indeed in its en-
tirety. The design is

unique, the objeet being
to give all the vooms
outside light.  With seven hundred and fifty odd
rooms, this was quite a task, but from the photo
it will be scen that in this ease the architeet
achieved his desive.

Certain features in connection with the huild-
ing stand out with prominence. Throughout all,
the aim has been to utilize in the building, as ar
as possible, material to he obtained i British
Columbia, or, failing that, in the I)ominimn.m-
other parts of the British Fmpire. 7I;I|o fine
grade of pressed rick used on the exterior was
manufaetured at Clayburn, only a short distance
from Vancouver. This hriek, ol which a hng‘e
quantity was needed, is declared by the archi-
teet to he equal in quality to the best Scoteh
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brick, acclaimed the world’s standard; this
statement is 0f considerable import in view of
the fact that Mr. Francis S. Swales, the archi-
teet, has had prolific experience in building in
the great centres of the world., British Clolumbia
fir and cedar is used in the upper storvies; the
structural steel for the framework was supplied
and assembled by a Vancouver firm., British
(Clolumbia granite was used in the constrnction
of the basement story. Belgian, Ttalian and
African marbles were used in parts of the in-
terior, but were all worked in the city. All in-
terior woodwork, oak and mahogany, in the
lower stories, was exeeuted by loeal firms; the
kalameined bronze work and practically all of
the electrie fixtures were
also manufactured in
Vancouver. Tn briel, it
is a Made-in-Canada
building throunghont,and
is striking evidence of
what can he achieved in
the Dominion. One of
the best views of the
hotel is that obtained
from the TIudson Bay
store, in Chranville
street, of the north-west
corner,  From this van-
tage point the great
height and massiveness
of the building are very
apparent, while its vary-
ing skyline appears to
advantage. Tts  size
alone would render itim-
pressive, but the archi-
teet has risen to his op-
portunities and has skil-
fully handled itz large
masses ina way that appeals to the aesthetie
taste of the observer. Jointly with Lord
Shaughnessy, President of the C.P.R., and My.

‘George M. Bosworth, the Viee-President in
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charge of the Hotel System, evedit for the under-
taking and completion of this great enterprise
at the present time of finaneial stringeney is due
to Mv. Richard Marpole, the C.P.R. executive at
Vanecouver.
THE MAIN EXTRANCE OF ®HE HOTEL.

Approaching the hotel from Granville street,

one sees first the adequate ecarriage entrance,

with a nicely curved driveway. This entrance
has been made a prominent feature, and the




