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hitnds tagether; Il didn't I tell you if we could only id the
fifteen rods brandy way, I wouldni't thank King George te
be my grandfather ? Now, Mr. Rider, jest hand out your
brandy bottie. We haven't had a drop to day; and since
we've worked brandy-way se well your way, I sbould litre
now ta work it.in Asa's way a littie."

III second that motion," said Asa, "'for l'mn as dry as a
herrin."

They aecordingly taok a social drink of brandy and
water, and drank health and success to bim who should firat
hit the pot of money; and having sat down under a tree,
and eaten a hearty meal from their basket, tbey returned ta
Mother Newbegin's ta prepare for the labours of, the ceming
night. They brought fromn their boat three shovels, a pick-
axe, and a crowbar. The old woman eyed these prepara-
tions askance, and as she turned away, Asa tbought, he
could discern on lier features the deep workings of a sup-
pressed laugh. The afternoon wore away slowly, for they
were impatient ta behold their treasures; and twice tbey
wallced ta tbe spot, whicb was ta be the soene of their eper-
ations, ta consult and decide on the details ta be observed.
They concluded, in erder ta bie sure of hitting the pots, it
would be best to make their excavation at least ten or
twelve feet in diameter, and in order ta afford ample time
ta get down to tbemn at about midnight, tbey decided to,
commence operations soon after dark.

IlÂnd now, about not speaking after we begin ta dig,"
said Bill; Ilhow shah we work it about that ? for you know
if one of us happens te speak a word, tbe jig is Up with us."

IlI think tbe safest way would be," said Asa, Ilte eut our
tangues eut, and then we shall be sure not ta speak. Elow-
soinever, whether we cut our tangues out or not, if you
wýon' spea, I'> promise you I won'%; for I've no idea of
giving te old feller a chance ta carry me off, I cau tell
you.",

"W eIl," said Jonathan, IlI guess wve better tie some baud-
kerchiefs tight round our montbs, as my wife said, and we
san't be se likely to forget ourselves."

This arrangement was finally concluded Upon, and they
returned to the bouse. Tbat nigbt tbey took supper witb
Mother Newbegin, and endeavoured, by paying bier a liberal
suin for the meat, and by varions acts of courtesy, ta secure
lier good graces. She seemed more social than she had been
befre, and even, at times, a sort of benevelent expression
beamed fromber countenance, which caused Asa to pluck
Up a coinfortable degree of courage. But when it became
dark,.and Lhey shouldered tbeir tools te depart, the old wo-
man fixed bier sharp eyes upon them witb sucb a wild .sort
of a look, tbat Asa be«ran to cringe and edge along towards
the door, and when sle added, witb a grave shake of the
béait, that they bad better lok out sharp, or- the Old Nick
would bave thein before morning, bis knees trembled, and
bie once more wished himself at home.

Tbe party arrived at the spot. .And first, according to
previous arrangements,,tbey tied bandkerchiefs over their
mouths. They then measured a circle round the. stake, of
twelve feet in diameter, and took -their shovels and comn-
menced tbrowing out thé eartb. The nigbt was still and
calm, and thougb the atmosphere was not perfectly clear,
the starligbt was sufficient ta enable tbem ta pursue their
labours. witb. facility. Tbey soon broke ground over the
whe)e area whicb they bad marked out, and diligently,
sh ovelful by shovelful, they raised the gravelly soit and
tbrew it beyond tbe circle. In haîf an bour tbey had sunk
their wbole sbaft nearly two feet, and were getting along se
far -quite comfortably, with bright hopes and tolerably quite
nerves. No sound broke upon the stillùess around tbem,
Save the sound of the.ir own shevels against the stanes and

gravel, and the distant roar of the chafing ocean. But ab
this moment there rose a wild and powerful wind, which
brusbied down upon them like a tornado. The trees bent
and cquivered before it, the leaves flew, and dust and gravel
*and hight substances on the ground, were whirled. into the
air, and carried alof t and abroad with great rapidity.
Among the rest, Asa Sampson's straw bat wae snatched
£rom bis head and flew away like a bird in the air. Asa
dropt bis shovel, and sprang- fromn the pit, 'and gave, chase
with ai bis might. After following it about fifty rods, it
touched the ground, and hie had the good fortune to caýtch it.
Nie reburned to bis companions, whom he found standing
awe-struck, holding their own bats on, and rubbing the dust
fromn their eyes it was but a few minutes, however, be-
fore the extreme violence of the wind began to abate and
they were enabled to pursue their laboura Stili the wind
was wild and gusty. Tbey had neyer known it to act so
strangely, or to- cut up such mad pranks before. Some-
times it would be blowing strongly in one direction, and in
one minute it would change and blow as powerfully in tbýa
other; and sometimes it would whisk rouna and round
themn like a whirlwind, making the gravel tbey had tbrown
out ifiy like hailstones. -Black, heavy and angry look-
ing clouds .kept floating by, and sometimes tbey heard the
distant rumbling of thunder. They bad neyer seen sucb
clouds before. They appeared to tbem. like hiue living auj-
mals, tbat glared at tbem, as tbey flew over, witb a huudred
eyes. Asa sometimes *thougbt tbey looked like monstrous.
great gea-turtles, and hie fancied he could see liuge legs and
claws extending from their sides; and once hie was just on
the pint of exclaiming to bis companions, and-telling them
to loo out,. or that monstrous turtie would bit them, with
his claw as he went over; but the haudkerchief over big
mouth checked bim, and reminded hin that hie must not
speak, and bie only sank down close to thbe bank where hie
was digging. The clouds grew thieker and darker, but
instead of adding to the darkness of the night, they seemed
toemît a sort of broken, flickering twilight, sufficient to
enable tbemn to see the changes in eacb otber's countenances,
and to behold objects rather indistinctly at sorne rods' dis-
tance. Each perceived that the others were pale and
trembling, and each endeavoured, by signs and gestures, and
plying bis shovel with firmuess and. resolution, to encourage
bis e fows ta perseverance.

It was now about eleven o'clock, and having measured
the depth tbey bad gone they found it to, be good four fiet.
One foot more would bring tbemn ta the money; and tbey
feli to work with increased vigour. At tbis moment a heavy
crash of thunder broke over their heads, and big drops of
ramn began- to spatter down. Tbongb nearly stunned by
the report, they recovered in a minute and pursued their
labours. The ramn increased rapidly, and now began ta pour
down almost in one continued sheet - Althoug'kl the earth
below them was ]oose and open, and drank in the water
very fast, stili se powerfully did the ramn continue to descend,
that in a short time they found it standing six inches round
their feet. -One. of themn now took a pail and dipped out
water, white the others continued ta shovel gravel. Their
resolution seemed ta increase in proportion ta the obstacles
tbey met, and gravel and water were thrown out in rapid
succession. The force of the ramn soon began to abate, and
they would in a short time have accomplished the othcr
foot of -di gging, had not the loose soit on the sides of the
shaf t begun to come in by meaus of the wet, and accuinu-
late at the bottam faster than tbey could throw it out.
Several times it gained upon thein, in this way, ta the dcpth
of saOine inches. White they were battliug with this diffi-
culty, and looking up at the. bank ta see where -it would


