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another storm afterwards-a hurnan one-
regarding which yacht had won. 'The race
was repeateci a weelc later, and the Pirate
then prevailed. This event served a useful
purpose in greatly stimulating the general
interest in the yacht club, which prior to
that time had been carrying on a somewhat
obscure existence. Emerson says somnew-herc
that any great institution is but the length
of the shadow of a mnan's shadow, and the
R. V. Y. C. corroborates this dlaim. The
mari ini the case is Mr. Wfalter C. Grave-
ley. He came to British Columbia exuiding,
yachting enthusiasm and covered with
laurels achieved in some of the most famous
cutters on Lake Ontario. Hc found an
aburidance of boats of various shapes and
sizes, ýbut no club to coritrol the pastime,
and he straightway set -himself to supply
the deficiericy. Among those who helped
launch the new venture were Captain PF.
M. Thompson, iVr. R. H. Alexander, Mr.
A. E. T)yne Mr. E. B. Deane, Mr. W.
E. Thompsori and M\/r Alec. MAfrs'hall.
The last named came frorn the east bub-
bling with aquatic zeal, arid was for some
years one of the rnost prominent members
of the Rowing Club. Indeed, from, the start
the rigorous training of the oarsman's organ-
ization lias rendered it an excellent nursery
foir the Yacht Club.

Very humble were the first begirinings of
thc ficet that now includes nearly four hun-
dred sait and is Privilege(l to use the proud
prefix "Royalýý and the righit to fly the bine
pcinant. The pioncer members hiac littie
more than a bevy of cookie-shelis. They
w'erc glad to use part of the Vancouver
Rowving Cl ub's liead(qiuarters at the transfer
barge west of the C. P'. R. wharf. In 1903
a migrationi was na(le to the present posi-
tion at Stan)cy Park, where a newv, con-
velent and comtfortable cluhhonise wvas
crected last vear. TFhe old one was de-
stroycd by lire tvvo Chr1istiiiases ago. Those
in a position to kilo\\ declare that the suc-
cess of the club is largely due to the pre-
(loniiianice of the smiaUl boat. From the
first the N'olng 3yach tsmen wvho owe alleg-
iancc to the nrg e of the R. V. Y. C. have
leaî-ned to endure t'le mîniior hardships at-
tachcd to crulising. in the more diminutive
craft, and hav'e thus acquiî-ed that alert î*e-
soitricef ilncss inseparable froni initimacvr
with the sea. Even today, wvhen the inil-
lioluaire's palace 1upon1 the waters miay be
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seen flaunting the Vancouver colors, the
si-all vessel (that is the finest school for the
true yýachtsmýan) is stili in the majority and
the crews are the very backbone of the
pastime on the coast. The fair-weather
sailor, Who adhieves a nautical appearance
on the deck of a luxurious steam yacht, but
cari neither reef a sail nor steer a course,.
does flot flourish in these parts.

"Let go the spanker boom!1" thundered
the captain. "I ain't touchirig anything,"
î-eplied the land-Ilubber in a grievous toue.
There aire noue of these in the R. V. Y. C.
Four oi- five years ago the thirty-footer
represented the apex of the aspiration of
the local. large boatowner: now there aire
fiftv-foote-s, and the style of craf t that chal-
lenge for the America Cuip will soon be
here.

A comprehiensive histoî-y of the races duit
have been organized at various times would
require more space than the scope of thIiS
article allows. The civic 'holiday has :l
wvays beert the occasion of competitions i017
ail the classes to be found in the 1ocalim
and of recerit years thei-e have almost b(,,,,
too niany competitions of dliver-gent inPOVt'
ance. It is the puî-pose of the officers (J
the club to confine the contests to rega-L
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