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products ; alone, this interest is flot large enough ta amount i

ta much. There are a few hîgh and'dry old protectîonists,

who are trying to make commerce run up hilI and desire

ta check commerce with Canada, much of xvhich is in aur

own latitude, and substitute trade with Patagonia, but the

practical argument would soon elimînate t&ese. The suc-

cessful enemies of recipracity with Canada are the Ameni-I

can lumber and wood pulp interests."

A GREATl STRIKE IN 188 3 -

Highieen years ago to-day swas declared a strike of labor, which
for a month paralvzed the business of the country, and, perhaps, in the
history ot the North Amnerican continent bas been unequalled in its
disturbing effect on commerce except by the present contest which the
Amalgamated Association (Organized Labor) is waging in the steel
works, etc.. of the Uinited States. My purpose was, as indicated fin an
article furnished you in 189,3 un the subject, te take up and discus
the effect of the Telegraphers' strike, upon Telegraphy as a profession,
judging it in the ligbt ot hislory. 1 find the subject bas widened fite
many channels.

The progress ut electrical science; the almest universal use of the
typewriter as an adjunct of telegraphic work ; the vast increase in the
employaient of wumen in the service, and many other, but minur
mattera ot issue have made it difficult tu include swithin the limits of
an article, suitable for your culumus, ail material matter pertairiing tu
bis subject.

1 find a very wide différence of opinion as lu the general results ut

the sîrike upen the character ut the profession generally ; but on une
point-on two points, lu be specific-there is a general agreement:-
The morale uf the profession la distinctly butter; the remunerstion is
as diatinctly reduced.

Now tbese two maltera ut tact involve direct conclusions: the
large increase of woffen among uperators bas undoubtedly led to
decruased remuneration; but the typewriter is yul more directly re-
sponsible for tbis change. Operatora. who because ut pour penman-
sbip could neyer trope to get out ut amaîl or coniparatively unimportant
sttuations, now flood te country. and 1 fancy îb.at te tbis 'Iimpruve-
ment"I more than te auy other cause, is due the decreasud earning
capaclty of the telegraphur. The conclusion is, therefore, that wbile
the moral teune ofthIe profession bas been enbanced by tbe develupment
of the woman-telegrapher, sbe bas, witb the aid of the typewriting
machine, made the profession une affurdig but a precaniaus living for
the maie member engaged in the business.

I have already, iu the papurs written for tbe MONtETARY Tîsuts

in July, 1893, expressed my opinion ut the move as a labor rebellion on

a muaI cbimerical pretext. It sent out un stnike un July x 9 îb, 183,
somne 15,000 Or 20,0S0 telegraphic empluyees in the United States and

Canada, and welI nigh paralyzed commerce. The telegraphers, it
should be remembered, were urganized as a brandi ut the Knights ut
Labor, and tbeir designation was IlDistrict 4 5 .K. ut L." What they
stnuck for then was pretly much wbat ernployees in other directions
are striking for tu-day, namely, recognition ut tbe organization as a
body, wbose leaders were to be treated with by umployers. The IlBill

of Grievances " ut 1893, did not ask for Ibis, however, but asked for

shorter bours; equal pay for tbe two sexes ; and 15 per cent. higber
pay ail round. The Western Union Company couceded part ut
what was asked, but refused to recognize District 45 K. ut L. Roger
J. Mullin ut Toronto was the muving spirit of the strike in Canada,
assïsted by a very active man in Montreal. The telegraph companies
remained ftrm in tbeir attitude of refusaI tu recognize tbe Knights of
Labor, and by x5tb August tbe strike was announced by the strikers

tbemselves tu bave failed.

Now tu sumn up what was the outcome ufthbs remankable ebullition.
The strike resulîed in these direct benefits tu tbe telegraphers:-
Regular bours of labor;
Pay for overtime aI rate ut salary;
No coffipulsory Sunday labor;
A better mural teune, and cleaner offices.

But as evury rose carrnes its thon, su these benefits, great in the
aggregate, have led tu cheaper labor, enbauced by tbe vicious Ilwaiting
liatIl now a characturistic teature ut ail important offices, wbene appli-
cants for a job must waiî thein turn. This is a cleverly devîsed scbemne
by wbich a man secures empînyment at the pleasure ut the Manager;-
works at the pleasure ofthie Chief Operator. or Traflic Chief, and la
paid only for the actual heurs ut duty pertormed '. It has bad ils part
lu cbeapening telegraphic labur, but I bave called it vicious for a thor-
oughly different mraon. -I is a direct encouragement tu tbe Ilfloater,"'
wbho works here and tbere as tbe wind blows and fancy pleases for a

grub-stake, and transportation tu the next important town on bis lîst.
There is a sort ut mural vagrancy about this, wvhîch nul ire-

(luentlY lea-ds tu evil resuits, lu dissipation and wurse, not lu mention
that ini its use ihere is upportunity for much abuse uf the individul

rights of the " extra - mani, because it la generally assumed that if he
possesses .lny such rights, he must keep themr cleverly concealed.

In this connection t have nu reterence either to this present
iucality i or to condîîfions existing across the border.

1Id tb se an v prospects, or even possibilities ut anlother telb

g raphers' strike. if one comes, however, it will be many years fromn
now ; hoîp$î we must nul forget the exîremely rapid growth ut the
01(1 urganrizalion ot i88u or thereabout and its prompt action taken
when - ail were in "whum it were possible to bring in by any means.
*rhe atmosphere bas cleared se far as une may judge trom present
appearances, and left the situation baldly dlean.

1 deduce Ibat the occupation ut a telegrapher, while a most
enticing profession, is nul une to recumnîend a youtli starting in Ilte tu
take upý

J. Il. MeN.
Buffalo, N.Y. î9 îb July, 190i.

LIjATHER PRICES.

As mentioned last week, the tannera and others interested in thinga
apperîaining to leather, bave been holding meetings in Toronto, lu dis.
citas prospects, prîces aud the general situation. Su far as they went,
the meetings were very satïstactury. No intention was cither expressed
or intended ut turming anythiug like a combination; the idea was
mnerely lu gel the representatives oftIhe trade tolgethen. lu talk over
maltera iu friendly fashion, lu rub off angular excrescences, and, in
short, tu become butter acquainted. Thuse objecta wuru, wu are
crudibly informed, carried out lu the letter. Peuple in the leather
trade 00W lînow where thuy stand better thati thev did a week or su
ago.

Onu tangible result ut the meeting and dinner aI the Russin House
last Friday is a genural advance ut from 8 lu ta pur cent. in tbe pricus
ut Spanish sole, slaugbter. and barness leather. 0f course, the prices
now set down are by nu meaus obligatory. One man may offer his

gouds at thesu prices and his effer be accepted, and anoîber mnay be
rufused. But there is a generally firmer feeling orevailing, and prices
nu doubt will gradually bu levelled up tu these figures. Thuru cao bu

but libîle doubt that for some lime past, pricus bave been tua luw, con-
sidering general trade conditions and the cost ut raw material and uf
labor.

In the meanwbile, business is above the average in Manitoba and
the North West Territorles, and there is also a veny tain demand
locally for almoal aIl fines ut leather. The demand tronm England for

sole leather and splits abso i.- particularby gond, and tbey are nealizing

gond pnies in car load lots. Indeed, une very unusual teature la the tact

that experts în this hotr tu the old country are brlnging veny nearly as

good prices as if sold at hume. Duning the st four or fivu years

fairly large quantities ut sole leather have been expunted. but this was

due tu the tact that the output hure was so large tbat il was necesaary

tu sbip away the surplus, the English market, bowuver, buing generally

considured a slaughîun market, no more than ordlnary profils weru

realized or looked for. Even French caltakins weru somutimus tu be

obtaîned cheaper in London than in Paris. Lattenly, bowever, as

above mentionud, the profits bave been very satisfactuny, wilh the

result Ibat stocks hure bave been kept aI a lower ubb titan for a long

lime past. Ail Ibis makes the prospects for leatben men distinctiy
bright.

AN UP-TO-DATE NURSERY

In the County ut Hanta. Nova Seutil, a fruit district lying souuh

ufthe Basin ut Minas, an enterprising industry flourishes, as described

by the Kentîil Advuntiser. It is the Newport Nursery, sîarted sortu

years aguby J. J. Saltur, 'i an enthusiastic young man ut that place,

wbo believud, thoroughly, tbat fruit growing in Nova Scotia was yul in

ils infancy. and pnopbesied it would bucome tbe leading product ut ur

fertile tarma." He was able tu interest local capitalists in bis venture,

Mn. J. Keitb, vîce-president ut Commercial Bank, la prusident ut the

Newport Nurseny Co. Mr. A. P. Sbaod is une ut the langeaI ahane-

hoiders. The Company bas 5o or 6o acres set outI n yuung applu and

pear trees, besides amali fruits and ornamunlal trees; and has i5o
acres more looking tu its future use for like purposes. Nul only do

the Company's agents seli Irees in Nova Scolia, but in Prince Edwand
Island and New Brunswick, sud Mn. Sailer intenda ta push int Maine

Ibis year. The cuncenn la welb conducted. the premises tenced with

wire, Iraversed by gond mrois plauîed with shade trees. Good build-

ings aiso afford necessary sturage and sheller and office rntem.


