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I PUBLICITY AND PRICES : I

HOLESALERS and other dealers are finding it hard
W to convince the buying public that prices will go
. higher, or even remain at their present level. Consumers
are stili buyinz moderately but retailers appear to have
reduced their purchases to a minimum, making an effor.t to
dispose of their stocks while prices are still high. It is a
common experience these days for commercial travellers to
visit town after town without securing an order. It is not
" to be supposed, of course, that retailers have any grounds
at present for cutting prices, except in the case of a few
 eommod.ties, and the cut price sales so widely advertised
in the United States during the past few weeks represent
an effort on the part of merchants to dispose of their stocks
with only nominal reductions, rather than a sound price
reduction movement. Nevertheless, there is evidently a gen-
eral feeling that prices must be shaded in order to maintain
a sufficient volume of business, °

Wholesalers, and to some extent manufacturers, are
making an effort to postpone as far as possible the time
when purchases will be drastically cut. -An interview with
Frederick H. Yapp, secretary of the Canadian v/ oollen
Manufacturers’ Association, in New York on July 6, ilus-
{rates the kind of opinion that is expressed. Mr. Yapp had
just returned from a business trip to France and Europe,
and spoke in reference to his visit there. ."In the textile dis-
tricts of Great Britain,” he said, “the mills are all operat-

at about 75 per cenc. capacity. SpPring prices are higher.
K smell decline in the raw market was for the moment
only. English manufacturers are confident of the future.
At the London wool auction about 85 per cent. of the
material was withdrawn because they refused to let it go
at prices offered. There seems to be plenty of wool, but
the prices of the better grades will remain up. :

“The mills in England have made more money than the
_ retailers, while in America” the opposite is true. Some of
the English manufacturers sent wool to Germany to be
combed, but have had nothing returned, 1 talked with those
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closely connected with the textile industry abroad, and in-
cidentally with several Germans. It is the general belief
that Germany need not be feared as a competitor during
the present generation. She is trying to market paper goods
for clothing at about four marks a yard. However, it is of
little value for wear. Belgium is slackening a little in the
textile line now, although she came back rapidly after the
war.”

.

QUEBEC AS AN ECONOMIC UNIT

FROM time to time there springs up in Canada that
desire, which no doubt exists in all countries where
the population is diversified in race, language and religion,
to bring about greater uniformity in the laws and customs.
Unification removes one of the greatest problems of state-
craft, but the wiping out of these divisions seems only to
intensify the economic struggle between industrial groups,
which has become in recent years one of the critical prob-
lems of government, France is recognized as being a nation
in fact as well as in name, where the people are of one race
and religion, and have uniform customs and aspirations, and
vet it is not likely that any French statesman would admit
that government is easier there than elsewhere, Certainly
it does not appear to be congpicuously successful. In Canada,
on the other hand, the differences in racial and other differ-
ences temper industrial disputes, and in some degree modify
those economic lines along which political parties at the pre-
sent time are so prone to organize.

The fathers of confederation were sufficiently broad
visioned to recognize that racial and religious differences
were forces to be reckoned with in Canada, whether for good
or for ill. Qusbec province would, in fact, never have entered
confederation had not provincial autonomy in certain fields
been assured. One of these fields was education, and no sud-
ject has occasioned more dispute than has this one. Quebec
is sometimes accused of lagging behind in educational mat-
ters, and of using the school system to foster a viewpoint
not in the best interest of the Dominion as a whole.




