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THE LATE LIEUT.-COL. F. C.
DENISON.

B Y the death of Lieut.-Co. Frederick
Charles Denison, M.P., tbe Canadian
militia loses a distinguisbed member,

and the Crown a loyal and devoted servant.
Col. Denisan inherited ail the military in.
stincts of his famiiy, and his temperament
admirably fitted him for the discipline of
active service. His connection wîth military
affairs began early in life. When littie more
than a lad bie was attacbed as lieutenant to
the administrative battalion an the Niagara
Frantier in 1865, maintained by the Cana-
dian autharities at the close of the American
civil war, and designed
ta prevent any border
disturbances sinîlar ta
the St. Albans Raid. In
August of that year he
was gazetted cornet in
the Governor -General's
Body Guard, and served
in the Niagara campaign
in 1866 during the Fenian
Raid. During his ser-
vice in 1865 anc of hits
comirades in arms was
Col. Otter. In 1872 lie
became captain, four
Vears later major, and in
1884 lieutenant - colonel.
When in 1870 Colonel
Sir arnet Wolseley coin-
manded the military cx-
pedition to Red River,
Lieut. Denison and Capt.
l-luysbe, of the regular ( /

army, were bis aides-de- '
camp, and ini Capt. Huy-
she's book, "The Narra--
tive of the Red R ver '
Expedition," are rnany
references ta " D. and
U." For bis services on
this occasion young Dent-
son was mentioned in the
despwtches, and through-
out lits who!e lite a warm

friendsbip existed be-
tween him and the pre-Y
s e nt Commander-min-
Chief of the army. Later
on he entered public fle,
and devoted a good deai
of is time to municipal affairs. In 1884 be
was chairman of the Executive Commitee
of the Toronto CitY Council, and was gener-
aily regarded as in the direct succession to
the mayoralty of the city. In that year the
proposition to employ the services of Cana-
dian voyageurs was spoken of, and, immersed
in other affaîrs, Coi. Denison at finit bad no
idea that hie would be called ta the command
of the Canadian contingent. When, however,
the Imperial authorittes resolved ta employ a
Canadian force, General Wolseley cabled ta
Canada; . 'Send a Red River officer, Deni-
son preferred." At once, Col. Denison, on

hearing tbat bis old con-manding officer had
expressed such a wish, decided to go ta
Egypt, aiîbough as a militia officer he was
flot called upon ta serve outside of Canada.
He made personal sacrifices of which the
public knew nothing, but ]et notbîng stand
in tbe way of doing bis duty. In a short
time, therefore> hie organizcd the corps re-
quired, and on September 15~, 1884, tbey saîl-
ed from Quebec. Under bis command the
Canadian Voyageurs undertook the conduct
of the expedition up the Nile. With General
Earle's column he fougbî at the battie of
Kîrbekan, and bis menit gained a deserved
recognitian. His gallant conduct won him
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special mention tram L,)rd Wolseley ; bis re-
wards were an Egyptian medal and two
ciasps for bis part at Kîrbekan, and the
decoration ai C.M.G. for bis services in the
whole camnpaign. lu the Hause of Commons
bie was specialiy referred ta by the Marquis
af Hartington in a vote of tbanks ta the
British troaps. Before leaving Egypt be
caugbt enteric lever, and for a long lime iay
uncansciaus in tbe bo3pital aI Cairo, neariy
succumbîng ta tbe disease, and receiving
many marks af kindness from Lord and
Lady Wolseley during bis iliness. His good
constitution pulled him through, andi on te-

turning ta Canada was gieeted with enthusi-
astic praise for bis soidier-like and creditabie
conduct tbroughout. In 1887 be 'vas elected
to the House of Commons for West Toronto,
and an again staning for the constituency
in 1891 was re-elected by an immense
majority. In 1894 he commanded tbe Bi.-
ley team fromn Canada. He wratc the bis-
tarical record af the Governor-Generaî's
Body Guard, and was a Feilaw of tbe Royal
Historicai Society of Engiand. His death
drew forth in the House of Commans warm
eulogies from Sir Charles Tupper, Mr.
Laurier, and bis fellow members from To-
ronto, who referred specially 10 the strength

and sincerity of bis con-
victions and the consci-
entious motives whicb a]-
ways guided his conduct.

An illustration of the
courageous character and
moral fibre of the de-
ceased officer was afford-
ed by bis death. For
sonie montbs hie bad
been afflîcted witb can-
cer af the liver, and sub-
mitted ta a pain fuI opera-
t i o n with campasure.
When ibis failed ta
remedy the disease, and
it, became known ta him
that ultiniate recovery
was impossible, hie pre-

s ferred ta face death with
th e c al1m unflînching

~ courage af a truc soldier.
Aware that bis death was
a malter of a short time,
hie emplayed what
strength was leit ta him
in arranging bis affairs

- and bearing the pain af
disease with a cheerful
courage and constant
thoughtfulness for others.

- - A day or twa before bis
'Y' <deatb bie summoned aIl

is flagging energies ta
get down stairs as usual,
and wben the end came
finally hie passed away
peacefuliy and calnily.
At bis funeral there gath-
ered an immense con-

course of peaple to pay a last tribute of res-
pect ta a man wbose carter had been
througbout entirely credîtabie ta hîm as a
politician, a citizen, a military man, and a
loyal subject af his savereign. The remains
were taken ta the old private.burial place of
the Denisons on the Humber, near WVeston,
wbete have been interred during the last
bundied vears other members af the famiiy,
whose zeal and faithfulness in the cause af
the British Crown are matters af reco'rd.
Several aid soldiers who bad served under
&:lm in the Niagara Frantier campaigns,
were at the grave.


