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While T cannot help regretting our en-
forced idleness, I am yet pleased to think
that the very late season may enable me
to do a henzfic to some of my fellow-
curlers by giving them a wrinkle as to how
to get their ice in the quickest way, and
in the way which will give them greatest
pleasure when they have made it.

I have seen ice made by a good many
men, and after a good many dilferent
ideas,—all, howcever, with one object in
view, and that was to get suthcient to
curl on at the earliest possible moment,
and yet in nine cases out of ten the
workers would defeat their own object by
being in too great a hurry.

As a general rule, I have seen men,
when a hard frost would come, proceed
to soak their ground thoroughly and then
wait for it to freeze, possibly puddling the
edyges of the rink with snow made into a
mush.,  Others will dump into the rink a
few loads of snow as soon as it is obtain-
able, and then pour on it a quantity of
water and wait for the frost to work.

These and all other methods which
bezin by drenching the ground are fatal
errors, and tend n a great measure to
spoil the ice for the whole season.

The best ice I ever phiyed on was ob-
tained in the following manner, and it
was not only the best Iever played on,
but it twisted and heaved less than any
other 1 have seen.

Early in the autumn a sulficient quan-
tity of sand was sbtained to torm a layer
of from two ththr ¢ inches in deptnh on
the bed of the rink.  his sand sbou d be
well levelled and thoroughly rolled with a
hevy roller.

When ihe fiest heavy frost occurs the
work of making th: ice begins by sending
amwn with a, large watermg can, to the
mouth of whieh 15 attached a fiae nozzle,
up and down the rink, gently sprinkling
the surface. This process shoull be con-
tinied from morning to night and from
night to morniag, It necessary, rep ating
the sprinkling as soon as the previous one
is frozen, unt'l a sulid bed of ice is ob-
tained which will hold tight any water
which may be put onit.  ‘Then, and not
until then ought the hose to be used, and
at no time should more than a quarter, or
at most lf an inch of water be pui on
at any one time

In many small towns where waterworks
do not exist, curlers have fancied them-
sclves under a disadvantage about getting
ice.  Asa matter of tact the waterworks
are hardly an advantage. ‘The meth d I
hwve advised only calls for a large watering
can, until the ice is almost level and then
if there are no wa'erworks, or large hose
available, [ would recommend hawviwg ten
or twelve large puncheoas placed on the
side of the rink at eqrar distances, fitled
with water, and when the bed of the rink
is ready to hold, let the contents of the
barrels out through large bang holes, rur-
ning the water over a board, so that it will

not wear a hole in the ground, until there
is half an inch or so of water on the ice,
when the flow ought to be stopped.

This course, if pursued, ought to give
early ice and good ice.

The members of the Thistle Curling
Club of Montreal met in their club rooms
on Christimas Day for their annual lunch.
Afier the good things provided had re-
ceived careful attention, the members
consoled themselves for the absence of
ice on the rinks by song, speechr and
story, and numerous wondertul tales of
extraordinary shots that had been made
in days gone by were told and retold.

Elaborate preparations are being made
by the Ontario Branch Royal Caledonian
Curling Club to ensure the successful issue
of the international bonsp'el which is to
be played in ‘Toronto on ‘Thursday, the
7th January, 1892,

The secretary announces that it is ex-
pected there will be from 75 to 100 rinks
of representative United States curlers
present, and has asked for a representa-
tive rink from every club in Canada.

I had the pleasure and good fortune
to play in the last internationa! bonspiel
played in ‘Toronto, and can assure any
curlers who may contemplate attending
the present meeting that if they do so it
will be their own fault if they do not enjoy
themscelves most thoroughly.  The man-
agement is in the same hands as have
carried through many simular gatherings,
and Toronto curlers are proverbial for
their open-hearted generosity and hospit-
able cntertainments.

Tt s expecied that the curlers of Can-
ada will be represented by rinks from
clubs in the Maritime Provinees, Quebec,
Oatario and Manitoba, while the United
States representatives will de drawn from
the Fastern States, lllinois, Wisconsin
and Minnesota.

GOLL.

This favourite game is making rapid
strides in Canada, taking into considera:
tion the ditheulty that exists in many
places in obtaining suitab'e lirks, and the
expensive characier of the amusement.

The latter feature is one which will
necessarily retard the adoption of the
gume except in the larger centres where a
sulficient number of men with means can
b2 found to ensure a membership large
enough to make the game interesting.

The Montreal c'ub season closed on
the 14th Dccember, and is claimed to
have been the longest uninerrunted sea-
son on record for the club, the game
having been played  continuously from
carly in May to the date name |

A seribe of the Montreal Gaset’e bursts
forth into wondrous ecstasivs of delight at
the anticipanor. of ladics being admitted
as members of the club next year, and

predicts all manner of extraordinary at-
tractions and advantages the innovation
will afford to members.

The Montreal Club will not be the first
in Cannda to admit ladies as members,
the Kingston Club having had lady mem-
bers for ~ome time past, some of whom, I
am told, are adepts at the ainusement.

If some such attraction were added to
the programme of the Ottawa Golf Club,
it might have a very beneficial effect upon
it, as the indifference shown during the
past scason, except by a very few mem-
bers, demonstrates the necessity for some
spur upon the members, if the club is
ever to flourish.

HOCKEY.

‘The junior members of the Canadian
Hockey As-ociation, comprising the Haw-
thorn, Maple and Victoria clubs of Mon-
treal, and the Ottawa Juniors of Otiawa,
have formed a league, and arranged a
schedule of games, under which each club
in the league will play every other club
home and home games during the season.

‘This will give the O tawa Juniors three
games in the Rideau Rink against clubs
that are sure to give exhibitions of good
hockey, while they will go to Montreal
twice, playing two clubs on one trip.

DIRECTIONS.
Free the leather from dirt or
any other kind of Llacking,
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Boys Can Make Money Easy.

Any active boy can make plenty of money in
this neighbourhood by re-plating “1ableware awd
jewellery with one of the Magic Electric Plating
Outhits. Those who have already sceured one of
these machines are making from $20 10 $25a
week. The price of the piting cuttic is $10, but
we have anange:l to supply it to one boy only in
cach neighbourhood free for a few hours” work,
which can be done afier school or on Saturday,
No capital requived.  Any hoy sending his ad-
dress and referring 1o some merchant in his town
as 1o honesty will receive full particalars by re-
turn woil.  Jhis fcoa permanent money maling
busin ss for the roight kind of hoy. "\I'I’I’)' at once.
Address Laptes Licrorial Co,, Toronto, Ont.



