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THE HEARTHSTONE.

5

NO MORE.

BY AMELIA E. DALEY.

Wo gnzo while slow tho glowing sunsot dias 5
No mure, when twilight sottles o'er thoe Inn
I turn to tind wy light within thino uvyew.

No moro wo gather in the moadows wide )
Tho dnisics whito with which to bind my hair;
No more [ lvok on theo, aud teign to chide
Thy duar sulicitude, thy tender caro,

No more, s once, hand throbbing into Inxd
o
de

Thou art away: oh lovel oh donth! how long
Shall 1 with dim eyos watch tho fuding day,

And hear blest wives uud mothers hum their song
Of household peace,—then kucel alone to pray!

{REq18TRRED in acoordance with tho Copyright Aot
of 1868.1

IN AFTER-YEARS;
OR

FROM BEATH TO LIFE.

BY MRS, ALEXANDEIL ROSS.

CHAYTER X1. (continuced.)

# No my man there is little chunce of their
being there vel, there is no doubt it is the younyg
ladies you saw and the  carrier has tuken them
into Abuvrdeen in his cort which was o safer
wity thun going by the mail where they would
e seen and known  as wmy  grunddaughters
there’s o pretiy reward the old hound has given
for the food and shelter hie hud in Haddon
Castle for lifty years, when I get iy claws on
Master Adum he'll huve o rest in the Aberdeen
juil for his pains

“ You must go to Longman” continued Sir
Richiard, and try to get out of him where he
Lrought thenr j were 1 to send o him he would
tell fifty lies, mainly to be revenged upon me
for turning hine out of this hostelry,”

& Lougman will tell nothing to me, he does
nwot like me su well, but onee we are sure of hits
having taken them to Aberdeen, weconld sure-
Iy find them there through the police wen ; its
no so long or so broud.”

Sir Richard did not much like being included
in the familiar % we” of the Inkeeper, but he
suppressed his pride for the present, it was not
the first time he realized the truth “one can-
not touch pitch without being defiled.?

The landlord rushed frowm the rovn with o
hasty  * Your purdon Sir’ and going into the
stable yard addressed o boy he had seen from
the: window and whom he knew to be Loug-
mat’s son,

#1low are yc Johnie, is your father with
you?t”

« No, father’s no back frue Aberdeen yet.”

“ Yaur father's in Aberdeen, ishe ? 1 thought
hie wis'nn going till Mouday, aud 1 had two
buxes to go with him.”

& Ilix duy’s Monday, and he'll likely go again
on Monduy, but he could not take boxes last
jouruey cause e gned on purpose wi' two ladies
that wuere biding ut our house the diy he set
oft, real ladies,” continned the boy with a look
of satisfuction at the idea of real ladies being
visitors at his futber’s house.

“\What ladics was that 27 inquired the wily
Inkeeper.

“«Would you like to know 1" replied the boy
who now recollected that he had been forbid to
speak to any one of the younyg ludivs being at,
Lis father's, “ Cuuse if y¢ would 1'll no tell you,”
and having found thut the boy he came with
was ready to go, hie jumped up behind him, and
both left the stuble yard mounted on the same
horse.

The 1nkeeper immediately made Sir Richard
acquainted with the information he had ol~
tained frow Longmun's boy, udding,

«] know the Inn Loungman stops at in
Aburdecn and if you say the word, Il go there
Ly the night mail,and find if they are there or
where they are gone.”

Sir Richard saw he had obtained an energetic
und longheaded auxilinry in the Tukeeper, and
determined that he would himself ulso o o
Aberdeen to follow up any advantage which
might acerne from the man's investigations,
and it possible {ind and bring back the girls ere
they lud time to lenve the city,

Phere wasa town house belonging to the fa-
mily, in Aberdeen, in which although it had
3ot been used a8 a residence since the death of
Sir Richard's fiest wife, there lived an old ser-
vant nnd bis witfe who kept the rooms aired
und prevented the old pluce from fulling to
picees,

T'o this house Sir Richurd proceeded in his
awringe, leaving McRue to  follow by the mail
and Lring him whatever intelligence e could
obtain at the hostelry,

Sir Richard had not long to wait, his faithful
ally arrived before breakfast next morning, to
inform bim that Longmun had not been at the
public house he usunlly made his stopping
place, until he had brought his passengers, an
old man aud two younyg girls, to the wharf and
landed them safe on,board the « Skeelly Skip-
per” bound for Iore's wharf, London.

This news he had obtained partly at the
hostelry, partly at the wharfl; the man ad-
ded—

« 1 find the stcambouat for London sails the
day, so if ye like 'l go after them and have
them arrested on the arrival of the ¢ Skeelly
Skipper,” the steamboat they say will be i
London long betore shie will,and I'1l bring back
the young ladies, snd  leave JAdam in jail for
stealing ludies of fortune away from their pu-
rents ; or any thing else yo like me to do wi’
him."”

$ir Richard was sutisficd, and declining  fur-
ther aid from Mclne, dismissed that disinterest-
ed person to bis home at the Huwddon Arms,
while he himself proceeded on his way to Lon-
don in the steamboat,

Ou hix avrival in the Thames Sir Richard dis-
covered that the *Skeclly Skipper” had  preced-
«d thent by more than o day, she was now at
1lore's wharf discharging lier cargo ; her pas-
HENELUTS one.

This wns annoying, he hoped to have arrived
in advance of the schooner and to have secured
the whole three, ere they had time to put their
foot on English ground ; as it was he had no
doult the captain could inform him of their
whereabouts, if they had not at onee proceeded
to the town house of Lord Cranston, Lady Mor-
tons sun by her flrst husband, where Lady
Hoamiltun always vesided when in Lon.
don, .

He chose the Angel in the City road at Is.
lington ns his present pluce of ubode, being sure

that shere ho would be less likely to sce ac-
quaintances of his own mnk whom bhe wished
o avold, than in a more fashionable purt of the
City ; and this preliminary urranged he at once
presented himself nt the door of Lord Ciun-
ston’s mansion in Belgravia.

# 1 wish to scc the Misses Cuningliome” said
:;c to the powdercd footman wio vpened the

oor

The man stared,

“ There ure no ladies of thit name here at
present.”

# Ah, ha,” thought Sir Richard ¢ he has Leen
ordered to deny thew, and putting a guincn in-
to the man’s hand, snid,

“ The lndics 1 wish to see, are two young
girls who arrived in London yestenlw fwan
Scotdand, and came hore to visit Lady Hanil-
ton aecompanicd by @ old man servant.”

The footman sbook his head, the gold had
done its work, he was cvidently auxious to
oblige the gentleman, but he knew not how,

o There were no visitors answeling to the

description of your friends who arrived here
this week, or do 1 remember any such, 1 al-
ways open the door, will you walk in and see
Lady Hamilton Sir? perhaps her Tadyship cun
give you sowme information of the fricnds you
seek.”

4 No,I am uot personnlly acquuinted with
Lady linmilton, (Sir Richard notwithsta.ding
his title, and nmne of gentlewan could lic when
it suited his purpose) and 1 preter not trouliling
her ; but as 1 know these younyg ladies intend
visiting her, Isball call oecasionatly during the
next few days ; you need not say to any one 1
have been here, a8 I wish my coming to torm
« plensant surprise for the Misses Cuning-
hame.”

Sir Richard presented the wan with another
guinea saying,

4 Take cure you du not speak of me to any-
one.”

The delighted scrvant tendered his thanks
to the mwost generons gentleman ke had met
with, promising that no one should know of
his having been there, and ¢ the gencrous
gentleman ™ took Lis way towards Lloves
wharf,

He was not long in arriving at the « Skoelly
Skipper” the master of which was busy super-
intending the taking in and stowing away of
the return cargo,

Sir Richard’s plan was to endeavorr to ob-
{ain his object by fuir wncans, he therefore su-
luted the shipmaster with as suave an airas he
would hiave used in addressing a brother knight,

4 How do you do, L Lelivve 1 win addressing
Captain Shand 7"

« Yos Sir, I am the shipmaster,”

¢ 1 understand you brought from Aberdeen
on your lust trip, two young ladics und a mman
servant 1"

This was the man and the time the seaman
had looked for, oven before he started from
Scotland ; and ere he opened his  lips the al-
tered expression of his face told its tude to the
quick wittid Baronet.

4 Oh, nye, they came up in the schooner,”
was the answer given with anything but the
geaman like case with which he usually spoke ;
the Baronet saw the man's confusion, and at
once concluded the girls were siill on board,
and said so.

¢ No," replied the skipper # they left the ship
ten minutesafter she landed®

4 Will youlet me know what Hotel they
went to ?°

“I cunnot do that, I ken nathing about
wlhiere they went to.”

“ How is that possible ? they or their ser-
vant were never in London, and could not
know where to go without being told.”

# Whether it's possible or not ivs the fact,
I dinna lic, and ye'll get uo moreout of e, if
you spueak till ten o'clock.”

The Captain  turned on his heel lenving Sir
Richard standing w fow steps from the gungway
where he entered,

“Will you allow me to go through your
ship ?"7snid the latter, ruising his voice a little
80 us to  uttract the attention of the Captain
who was umking his way to the other end of
the ship.

The suilor retraced his steps, and placing
himself exactly in front of Sir Richard, asked
in any but wild wccents,

“ What do yo want tosec in my ship

“ 1 want to see i my granddanghtors uro still
on boand, and te prevent their wandering abont
the streets of London us vagubonds™”

As 8ir Richard speke the Onptain saw the
two grirls and Adun on e whaadf, not a han-
dred yards distunce from the gaugway,

“ Ye'er weleome to searelh my ship from n
stemn to stern if ye like, but ye'll get no more
sutisfuction below than ye'll get on deck, eome
away, 'l shew you ghe road down tu the cabin,
there’s no great place for ladies here.”

Sir Richard foltowed the Captain ; in the
cabin they found the tirst mate, and in hopes
that hiecould find out from the wan more than
the waster would dischse, I wis plensal
when vhe Intter retruced bis way up the come
panion ludder,

As the Captain renclud the deek the girls
e on the gangway, the saitor quickly made

his wity towards thnn, bis lips pursed  up into
wronnd projeetion from his faee, his ronch fore.
tittger Baied dingonally aeross il e on, Ty

- A MOMENT OF DLANGER.

which paotomime he meant to enjoin silence
on his visitors, ,

. Coming close up to them he whispered, put-
ting his lips almost close to Adam’s ear.

“ The grandfuther is in the cabin 1”7 as he
spoke  waving his hand towards the  opposite
side of the ship, the Lulwark of which watched
with that of # large merchantman ; he saw he
was not understood, the intellect of Adam
never very bright had become obtuse with
fright on lienring of the proximity of Sir Rich-
ard, aud the poor girls at vnce gave thanselves
up for lost; the sailor scized Muargeret by
the hand aud ina second or two she was light-
ly vaulted over Loth bulwarks, Agues and
Adum following with the quickness of the
lightening's tlash ¢ My service to you, Captain
Davidson” said the seaman addressing the Cap-
tain of the merchantman, who looked a little
surprised at - the summary way in which the
entrance to his ship was made, + these is some
friends of mine from Scotland that 1 took to
see your shipy it's Letter worth the  while see-
ing shau mine, 'l leave them with you in the
cnbin for ten minutes, there's folk on Lusiness
on Lonrd the sSkeelly Skippur” so 11 leave these
fricnds of mine with youtill 1 come back.”

« Your friends uud yourself are hearlily wel-
come Captain Shand,” replied the seanan, and
taking the girls and Adam into his eabin be set
Lefore them the best his ship afforded.

Mceuntime Sir Richard ha ascertained for
himself that his grandehildren wers not on
bourd the # Skeelly Skipper,” and that neither
gold nor promises conld induce the mate to tell
if he knew where they were gone, he took his
departure from both ships and whart and drove
the city little thinking who he Lad lett behind
#0 close to the ship in which he hiad scacehed
in vain,

“ Pray shew me your city dirtory™ said Sir
Richard to a bookseller in the Strand 41 wish
to find theaddress of some clever lawyer,”

I will give you that at once witlomt the
trouble of searching in a dirvetory” replied the
Loukseller.

# Thank you, 1 prefer searching out » list of
nanies and then I will feel obliged by your
telling e which among them will best suit
my purpuse, if you will take the trouble to do
80."”

# 1 will be most happy to give you all the
informavion in my power,” replicd the bunk-
seller handing the directory to Sir Richurd who
he saw was & gentleman of rank.

Sir Richard made a selection of the names of
four gentlemen of the law, whose oftices were
all in the close vicinity of the bockseller's shop;
and reading them in ovder, the latter wade his
remarks thercon,

¢ 3r. R. Tahinidge, No—Stmnd

“A very goud, steady, vising fuag, Lut
young.”

¢« Mr, Amos Lightfoot, No—Strand ?”

% A large practise nmoug the gentry, don't
know much about him”

“ Mr. Catchem, Cecil Street, Strand."

« He'll not do for you, he's up to all sorts of
tricks and quirks, hs would be uny body's dog-
gic for a bite”

“ Mr. Edwand Brownlow "

Before Bir Richard could give the nddress,
t.  bookseller interupted him with an clogium

on Nr. Brownlow®; he was the one the book-

scller himself erployed, an upright man, learn-
ed aud clever,

Sir Rivbard returned the book with thanks
and drove o No 6 Cecil Strect, Strand.

The door of & dingy looking oftice was opened
by Mr. Geurge Cox who in return to Sir Lich-
ard's « s Mr, Cnlochem within ™ gave the
pleasing intelligence that Mr. Catchetn was not
ouly wathin bt disengaged, o fiwet which was
the rule not  the exception with his  master,
that gentlemar’s clicnts genernlly tinding out
that he wos one too nnny for thens, his bitls on
an avernge exceeding the amount grined for
his employers,

Sir Riclurd was usherad into the sanctnm
snctort of Mre, Catehiem, where he foand that
lenrned sevibwe agpurently over hend il enrs in
deep study of o htige tome, on which finger wid
eyvalike were busy 5 the fied being that when
the tap announcing a visitor was heard M,
Catehem not having any other pressing vm-
ployment was improving his leisure by sihndy-

from the grimy window of his front office and
had quickly retreated to his sanctum cre his
clerk Mr. George Cox opened the door to ad-
wmit his new client,

Sir Richard introduced himself to Mr. Cat-
chem ag Sir Richard Cuninglimne of Haddon,
and was received Uy that worthy with o quict
bow, as he motioned the knight to be seated in
the leather arm chair, which the wily lnwyer
Kept for his clients, knowing that when men or
women cither are scated st thoir case in a com-
furtable chair they are more likely to spend nn
hour in consultation than in a straight, biaeked
wooden sent ; and ag Mr. Catchem always mnde
a point of looking at thoclock when his clients
entered and clhiarging every minute of his va-
lunble time consomed in taking instructions
or giving advice, it served his purpose wall the
woney invested in the stuffed leather chair.

Although Mr, Catchiem recciveld the announ-
cuient of his visitor's name and emuk with
great formality he was wide aweke to the wl-
vantages which might acerue therefrom, and
waited with impatience to hear what brought
Sir Richard to Cecil street, Strand.

# Mr. Catchem,” began the new client, « |
have voine to consult you on & most painful
business, in which I hope you will be able to
help me”

“llope I shall 8ir?

*1 most sincerely trust you will, and influ-
cnced as a4 man of your education and ability
must be by feelings of interest and love for vur
common uature, 1 am sure you will try your
bust.”

“ You may depend on that sir, pray come to
the point.”

%1 will, although to me it is most puinful to
acknowledge even Lo my own nian of business
the errund which brings me to your oflice, und
indeed o London”

Sir Richard paused, and Mr. Catchem seeing
he was expected ta say sowething and not
knowing what to say gave utterance to an
- Ah! being sympathutic was not bis way and
he did not like it,

Sir Richard saw that tho lawycer was intent
un his business, that what his clients’ feclings
were was to him a atter of perfect indifter-
ence ; he did their work, foul work it was very
often, but be did not mind that, he took care
he was well paid for every hour of his time,
every stroke of his pen, and if the wurk done
was fair or foul hic held it no affuir of his, he
proferred the latter it paid best in the way he
did his business, besides it was congenial to
him ; his inner thoughits were & mus of trickery
and chicanery, he liked to make a trap for the
unwary foot, to pounce with law which is not
cquity on the widow and the fatherless, and if
by his guile they were left without s louf of
bread, he sapicutly cougratulated himscell thut
with the money so obtained, he, Mr. Catchem
could buy two loaves if he would.

Sir Richard saw that the lawyer was a1 man
of deeds not words, and hie changed his tactics,

4] have two grandchildren, twin girls, the
daughters of my son; their hume is with me in
Huddon Castle, onc of them has formed an at-
tachment to a young wan 1 entirely disap-
pruve of, in fact o soldier without other menns
of supporting her in the spherv of life she was
born tu, than his sword; an engagement was
cutered into during my absence from howme ;

when the cireumstances connected with this
wost unfortunate aflnic came to my knowledige,
of course 1 xet my fuve aginst it, my opposi-
tion praduced open vebellion and instignted by
the lover, or at all events in hopes of finding
Il.illl both giels Lett their home some ten days
s accompanied by an old servant who has
been in the employment of onr house for up-
wands of sixty years, 1 bave traced thew to
London but here | am at fanlt.”

»llow did they cone lwere 7

=By o sailing vessel, the Skeelly Skipper,
Shund, master,” :

« 1 the vessel st in port

“Yes, it lies at Hoves whart, 1 have heen
e to—diy, bt the fellow cither knows ao-
thing of tho gils, who he sivs Teft e ship
fmnedintely on its tanding, or edse it is his ine
terest o coneeal their whereabouts.”

*There ave mcans by which he can e wiade
to tell the truth, and O you desive it 1 <hal§
put them in foree,?

* Noj uany suchy 1 oam convineal, wonld by
futide at preseut. 1 owis on boavd for some
tioe, and saw not ondy the aaster, bat one of
the mates,  “Phers is no hope of infomuabion
trom that gquarter,”

= We canld at all events detain his ship in
part, and so punish him for beingitng iese
vhildren here without. yonr hswbabze
pevinission,”

= Whint yon snggest wonld punish him, but
i ue way help e to recover my cidldeen, of
whonr 1 owish to olitain possessivas witly as
Bode adelay as possible, 1 is a serions i
My Catetien, to hiave two Yo ivcantifal zils
Caoing about the strects of Loadon, wath uo
retler suardion than a yonng seevant.”

WL s thewsgege

S ONer sinteen,”

fo Pl servant e b osugipose, thens el or
s e
v Noy the ol pardeqer”

N atEme companion v v talies,”

el wan of ke edneition than st
of his elias, and ax we Laed reacon to consider
Wi Gaithinl, oy son bronght Lim into the
Lionse and gaove T the nuniee et of pretty
wmuch avery seevant ol aronnd the Castle,
Fle iz o canting tellow, ad pretends to bee relis
: s rivht side of oy son aad
Se voung wirls, whone e s con-
trived (o rbie with Wis own ieas”

s there ooone i Leaelon v whase hotise
Cyou suppose they iy lizve

s Landy Hanilton, of
one to whom the

ver, is the anly
I live been

conld o,
there 5 they have not been heird of Hhere ?

4 Do you think ie likely that their presencs
there would e denied] to yan 2

S Phat acenrred to e as being very pos-
sibley bt 1 ggve the servint whe opened the

sdoor avonphe

l"-‘l“ to—1orrow.

Plenst”

I« Yon did vight there,  Ton sel o case a
Jitthe money 1o servamt iz ont at 2ol intereal,
Where does Lady Yaanilton fivee #?

%l Belgraving Lia shie Tas no home of hey
own,  Sheis ona visit to her sister, Lady

+ Morton, who lives with Lord Cranstan, her son
by i previous maeriigge, Jhe is e sichly man,
werea gwble to raise his limbg) so (he Bidies
have everything pretty much their own way,
I am sure that sooner or later they will find

thueir way to Lady Hamilton, 1 soreprined

they have not done so alrendy, but. 1 wish to
prevent their mecting her it possible?

a1 see; did your daughters bring their
cluthes with themn whien they left Sceotland

¢ No nothing but thos: they wore.”

s Then they nee ab some Hotel, where they
will remain for aday or two until o milliner
puts them in visiting order.”

“ Most likely, that never oceurved to me™

s Are they provided with money 1

¢ cannot tell) it s possilde, my son was
woenk silly wan and completely ted by these
wirls

‘Che nwyer loaked atthe haed e of the
father, and wondered how the son conld be
wenk orsilly.

o low long s it since their futher died 97

G Over ayenr.”

«Ilave you given them money sinee then
for clothing or pocket. ?"

- Nota shilling”

“Wien | oshonld suy  whntever they  woere

ssed of b the time of his death must wow

nt.”

% No, 1 do pot believe they have spent a
pownd sinee my return home ; Lthey have had
uo opportunity, they hiuve never been outside
the precints ol 1hubion Coastle from the day 1
catme home il they took theiv tlight, bt it
is very possible they are possessed of quite
cnowzh of money for their present wants ; by
waty of getting the contidenes of the mate of the
ship they cwnee in oflered to pay for their pos-
sngre, but this he assured e was paid betors
they left Seotland 5 bt why are yon 8o anxi-
ous to know the state of their fuads ¢

o Becinse i they lusve no money they mistbag
1 necessary consequence vun indebt to the mil-
liner who supplies them  with the finery they
are incadl probability waiting for; this debt will
b incarred in your name, and you are linble
for it ; an advertisement so worlixl s mercely
to deseribe the younyg kulics nd their scrvant
wheo doubtless accompanies them on all their
walks browd, without mentioning any natues,
will soon being the milliner's bill to this oflice
to be settled ; this will bt vuce lead to their
discovery .

14 will e well to insert such an advertise-
ment in some of the dailics at all events, it
will only cost u few shillings wid 1y do soine
"5;".3‘.!."
= % What are the youny ladies’ nmines?”

© Agnes and Margaret Cuninghame ; but I
would not ou dny account have thair nues
inserted in the advertisement,” said Sir Rich-
ard hastily thinking as he spoke that this might
at onee lead to a mecting  between them and
Lady Hawmilton as it she knew they wees in
Loudon she would at vnee seek them ont, with
probably o better ¢lue w their residence than
he himselt had,

#Certainly not)”? replied the lawyer ¢ it was
not with a view to that [ asked tho question”

As Mr, Cntchem spoke he held up the quill
pen which he had retained in his hand since
Sir Richard's entaunee, giving the Intter o look
as if he would enjoin silence, again  pointing
the pen in e direction of the door which led
to the outer oflice.

Gictting down cautiously from the high stool
on which he was perched, he proceeded on tip-
toe townrds the seid door, at the Lack of which
Mr. George Cox was kueeling, with his cor Qat
uguinst the keyhole,

suinens and tolid hit D wonhd
1 think hLe is now in oy

L 2% be cont.nued.]




