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resolutely adheres to lus clecisioîi corne what miay, lie is only too
al)t to fritter away his precious spare moments, andi so, lose his
grasp on thingys. The use a nuran miales o)f bis leisure tinie
largely deterinies wvliat manirier of man lie is, anrd wvliat lie wvill
becomne. There is scarcely any pleasure comparable to the sense
tiîat one is " growving " mientally as the clays slip by. Would
that the spirit of self-perfection w'erc more prevalent amiong us
ail!

Tiiose who are gathered tog-ether hiere this eveni;ig are not
ail miembers of the niedical profession or prep)aring to becomie
memibers of it, liot ail alikce initeresteci iii its welfare and repute.
Much that i hiave said wvI1l, I fear, be of littie practical concern
to tle laity itt large, yet thiere is no other profession in %vhosé
wvell-being and reputation the public is really so -deeply andi practi-
cally concerncd as iii the medical profession. To every nmani,
wvoran and child in the community thc standard attained by
this profession is of immense mioment. Disease is no respecter
of persons. No one knows lîow soon lie inay finci it necessary
to sumnuon a plîysician to bis beciside. No inIvidual can aff ord,
then, to be indifferent to those thingcs wlîich m-ake for a skilful
and learned and highlly efficient ni-edical profession. The law
of seif-preservation, if no otlier, would point out tHe folly of
indifference. Yet for ail that, and ini spite of the greater pre-
valence in these present days of flue altruistic spirit, we canuot
say tliat thue present state of public opinion iii Canada with
respect to the value of professional instruction of hig-li univer-
sity ranlc is what it should be. It may be objected by sorte of
nîy hearers that it is very difficult to know whiat the state of pubýlic
opinion is on this miatter. But it inay be inferred frouu tHe
difficulty thue profession has in arousing tlue active intercst of
our public men in medical education. When public mcen are dif-
ficuit to interest ini any question, it is generally because they
imagine their constituencies are not interested, andi the collective
constituencies 1-ake up what is called public opinion. Witluout
an active public opinion in favor of flic higliest possible standa-rd
in medical education, it is almost impossible to maintain sudh
a standard. When the mass of the people appear to be hunger-
ing for quacks aiî'd quacking aîud patent medicines, a strong
public opinion in favor of education of any lcind is scarcely to
be expectcd. On the earnestness with which the Canadian pub-
lic regard education iii general, and on their consequent willing-
ness to snend iuoncy on it depcn-ds in large degree thc standaril
which, will bc wvon and miaintained iii the Dominion. We' sluould


