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April 24, 1895

A MEMORABLE SPEECH,

MR, N. F. DAVIN, MP, ON THE
JESUITS,

UNWORTHY METHODS OF AGITATION EX-
FOSED—HOW THE JESUITS CAME TO BE
EXPELLED FROM VARIOUB COUNIRIES—
WORDS APPLICABLE TO DAY,

In view of the constant reiteration of
the acousation—that becanse the Jesuits
had been expelled from certain countries
they are a dangerous body—we repro-
duoe portion of the speech delivered, in
the Houee of Commons, in 1890, by Mr.
Nicholas Flood Davin, M.P., a learned
{itterateur and & staunch Protestant:

Io the coume of the debate on Mr,
Charlton's motion, in the House of Com-
mons of Canada, April 80th, 1890, Mr,
Davin said: I donot intend to occupy
the time of the House st any length,
but there is an aspect of this queation
to which, with great diffidence, I would
orave the attention of hon. members.
The han. member for North Norfolk has
given us a reason why be has once again
wantonly thrown thisapple of discord on
the table of the House, and his reason is
the taunts of peop:e outside these doors,
Why, is it to be supposed for one mo-
ment, that any hon. member in the ex-
ercise of his duties in this House ia to
listen to every gobs mouche outside these
doors, and direct his course according to
what any gabler at a street corner may
say? In considering this resolution, I
hold it is impossible to take the view of
the hon. member for West Durham (Mr.
Blake), that it is & very innocuouns reso-
lution which hardly amounts to a cen-
sure of the Government. He seemed to
think that it was a very mild affzir, but
to my mind, looking at the wording of
the resolution, there is over it the taint
of hypoorigy, and, if my hon, friend the
member for North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton)
did not carry oo his brow the stamp of
ingenuouaness, I coulid not fail to ocon-
olude that he also was tainted with hy-.
pocrisy. Ha tells us that the reason
why he brought forward this resolution
is the dissatisfaction which has been ex-
cited in the public mind. Who has ex-
cited the diesatisfaction in the publio
mind, and in what manner has it been
stimulated ? (Hear, hear.) It isa bad
thing to have the public mind excited,
eapecially if it is excited on the basis of
senseless passions, but it is still worse
when the atimulants applied to it are
ignorant and perhaps malicious. I will
call the attention of the House for a
moment (o the position taken by the
hon. member for North Norfolk (Mr.
Charlton), and place before you

MR, CHARLTON’S HISTORY,

He appeared before us to-day as a his-
torian, He quoted & pamphlet written
by Mr. Hughes, and asked us why were
the Jesuits expelled from France in 1804,
from Naples in 1810, from Belgium in
1818, from Ruseia in 1820, from Bpain in
1828, from France in 1845, from Bavaria
in 1848, from Naples in 1848, from the
Papal Btates in 1848, from the Austrian
Empire in 1848, from Galicia in 1848,
from Sicily in_ 1818, from Paraguay in
1848, from the Italian States in 1859, and
from Bicily in 1860. Nothing is more in-
structive than to bring the illumination
of history to bear on the events of the
present iime. I remember that Lord
Bolingbroke says that if a man desires to
be 8 good statesman, he should give his
days and nights to the study of history.
The great Arnold of Rugby says that a
man who aspires to guide the destinies
of his country or even be useful in her
oouncils should be a careful student of
history ; and, reading the other day some
statements in regard to Bismarek, 1 learn-
ed that that great man, one of the great-
est men who ever appeared on the atage
of time,has found his favorite study in his-
tory. Thus we need not be surprised that
&n hon, gentleman who hopes to take a
high position, who aspires to put his hand
upon the rudder, and, perhaps, to guide
the Bhip of 8tate, like my hon. friend
(Mr. Charlton), appears also in the light
of an historian. But those Breat men,
my Lord Bolingbroke and Dr. Arnold,
say that the way to make history useful
1s to find out the crises in history which
would correspond with the orises in your
own country, and that you must note
the measures. which were success-
ful at a given time and under

given circumstances, and, if the circum-
stances in your own country are alike,

ou have a lesson by which to be gaided.

ut how does the hon. gentleman deal
out history tous? He flings us barren
dates. I might ask him & few quesations
about his dates. Does he know—and I
will pause for a reply—does he know the
circumstances existing at the time in
any one of these countries from which
the Jesuite were expelled? I will ask
the attention of the hon, member for
North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton), if he can
tear himself away from the dulcet tones
of the hon. member for Noxth Victoria
(Mr. Barron). He bas mentioned to us
the cases of - about a dozen countries
whenoce the Jesuits were expelled. Does
he know the conditions under which
they were expelled? Does he know
whether, where there was an insurrec-
tion, it was the insnrrectionary Govern-
ment or the Government which the
people rose againat that expelled them ?
Has he examined the question ? Does
he know anything about it? (Cheers)
I have no objection to sit down for a
moment if the hon. member will tell us
the ciroumstances.

Mr. Charlton—Will the hon. gentle-
man be kind enough to explain to us the
circumstances under which they were
expelled ? I venture to eay that the
hon. gentleman knows nothing about
the matter himeelf. (Derisive laughter.)
Mr, Davin—That would not be any
answer. I did not bring forward these
cases. I may be a very ignorant peraon,
and I would be willing to learn from a
superior man such a8 my hon. friend ;
but I will go over the circumstances, and
I will say that it is very extraordinary
that, in many of these cases set out in
this pamphlet the Jesuits were expelled
for meddling with such tyrants as have
rarely existed in the history of the
human race,

Mcr. Charlton—What partioular cases ?
Mr. Davin—I think the hon. gentle-
man might keep quiet after he bas de-
clined to give the bouse the information
I saked for. I will, with the sufferance
of the Houee, go over the oases referred
to by him for bis information, and it
may not be uninterestiog. He says the
Jesuits were expelied from France in
1804. By whom were they expelled?
Does the hon, gentleman know? They
were expelled by Napoleon, who had
destroyed the liberties of France, and
who was at that time the Apollyon of
Europe. A year before he had wantonly
declared war against England, and, if the
Jesuits were bis enemies and wera ex-
pelied by and wers opposed to him, with
whom were they associated? They
were asgociated with some of thebest men
the world ever saw; they were assoociat

od with the Oonnaught Rapgers, who
came from the North of Ireland; they
were associated with the sons and the
fathers of Orangemen who went into
battle to the tune of the “Protestant
Boys.” (Cheers.) 8o, if the Jesuits were
expelled from France, they were in com-
pany with those whom my hon, friend,
in his zeal for Protestantism, in his de-
sire to destm{‘ everything which is not
in aocord with his own oult, has associat-
ed himaelf with, and therefore he should
not be angry with those Jesuits whom
the enemy of the younger Pitt, of Ma-
dame de Btael, of whatever was free in
Europe, or independent in France, ex-
pelled. 1n 1810 the Jesuits were expell-
ed from Naples. Does the hon. gentle-
msan know who expelled the Jesuite from
Naples in 1810? They were expelled by
a usnrper. They were expellee by Mu-
rat, and it was very natural, if they were
Neapolitans, that they, and many others
with them, should show themselves
hoatile ta the Government,and for reasons
which, if the hon. gentleman enquired
into them, he might ap rove. He speaks
of their having been expelled from Naples
in 1848. But who was on the throne at
the time? 1t was Ferdinund, a tyrant
80 base and g0 cruel that even misfor-
tune oould not soften his diaposition.
Does the hon, gentleman know, in his
zeal against the Jesunits, that he is draw-
ing himself shonlder to ahonlder with
King Bomba? (Laughter) 1 think
henceforth we must call him the King
Bomba of this House.

8ir John A. Macdonald—The King
Bombast, (Lunghter and cheers,)

Mr, Davin—Thehon. gentleman shows
us that he has an epic knowledge of hie-
tory, and therefore he must be aware
that the atate of the people in the prisons
of Naples at that time wrung tears from
all Europe. Inthat very year he butch-
ered his own people in the streets of

Naples, and that oity, aurrounded by all

that is beauntiful in sky, and sea, and air,
he made—to nuse the language of an his-
torian of Italy—a very earthly hell by
his crimes against libexty and toleration,
sye—and against Protestants as well as
Jesuits, In 1820, who ruled in Russia?
—because he tells us that in 1820 the
Jesuits were expelled from Russta. I
think they must have done something
dreadfully wrong. Had Alexander
I. good reasons for sending the
nobles and burghers into exile in 8iberia ?
If the Jesuits were expelled in 1820 from
Russia, they were expelled in the com-
pany of the noblest men that ever Russia
produced. Then the hon, gentleman
comes to Spain, in 1826. My hon,
friend’s soul is stirred that the Jesuits
were expelled from Spain in 1826, The
fact that they were expelled proves, of
course, that Ferdinand VII. had good
reason to expel them? They must have
done something very wrong. The des
potiem of Ferdinand VII became a by-
word, * * # % » = = The Bible
was proscribed by Ferdinand VIL.—my
hon. friend professes to love the Bible—
80 that if the Jesunits were proscribed
they were proscribed in company with
the Bible. To read it was dangerous, to
preach it was death, snd the Jesuits
were happy in being only expelled and
not slanghtered. Then take the Papal
States. It is a curious thing, it shows
what charming inconsistencies there are
in human nature—the fact that the
Papal Btates expelled the Jesuits seems
to him a terrible thing against them,
* * »* * *

In 1848 there was an insurrection, and
the Pope fled, The Jesuits did not
like this, What sort of men would
they be if they did like it? They
were membera of his ochurch, Do
yon suppose they would be worthy the
name of men at all if they had not felt
disappointed, and angry, and ready to be
aggressive, because the Pope had to fly ?
That they were expelled would not
necesgarily’ imply much disoredit on
their part. Then as to the Austrian
Empire in 1848, In Murch of that year
there was an insurrection in Vienna, and,
if I remember rightly, in Milan, in
Venice and Sardinia. In the summur
the Emperor fled to Inepruck, and the
Archduke John took charxge. Will the
hon. gentleman tell me now, whether
the Jesuits were expelled by the Govern-
ment of the Emperor, or by the Arch-
duke John, or by the insurrectionary
Government that was nlfimately set up?
Becaune, sir, if the hon, gentleman has
come hers to-day and taken from a pam-
phlet these dates and flang them down
on the table and asked men who are
representing OCanada to draw the ignor-
ant inference that he drew from them,
that becausa the Jesuits were expelied
by these tyrannical Governments they
must have done something dreadfully
wrong—if he has done that he is not
worthy of attention at any future time
in this Parliament. I do not like their
methods, but let us be just. Now,he
speaks of Galicia. In 1848 the Jesuits
were expelled from Galicia. Well, I have
a right to know which Galicia, {Cheers.)
Will the hon. gentleman tell me which
Galicia? {Renewed cheers.) He islike
one of the dumb dogs of Jupiter that
cannot bark, (Laughter) There is a
Galicia in 8pain, and there is a Galicia in
Poland. We will suppose, because it ia
much more likely, that he means Gilicia
in Poland, Who expelled them ? There
was only one power that counld expel
them, in 1848, from Poland, and that
was the most tyrannical emperor tha:
ever sat on the throne of Bt. Petersburg,
the tyrant Nicholas. I wish he had not
borne that name. (Laugoter) In Sar-
dinia, in 1848, again they were expelled.
Now, why were they expelled from Sar-
dinia in 1848? They might not have
baen very desirable guests at that time,
with their audacity and intrigue, but
where iz the analogy between the con-
dition of that country and ours? This
was a oritical timeforSardinia, Cavounr,
one of the greatest journalists and states-
men of Burope, had just started the
Revival newspsper. Tne Xing had
just granted & conatitution and
definitely espoused the cause of
Italian regeneration sgainst Austria,
and that great work was commenced
which, some years afterwards, was
to recelve & glorious consummation,
when with the sword for his taliaman
and liberty for his apell-word,  Garibaldi
was to chage, by the mere magic of his
name, everything that darkened over
the prospects of Italy, (Cheers.) Now,
what analogy was there betweenthat

revolutionary state of things and a con-

atitutional country euch as ours, with
liberty safe guarded, such a country, I
believe, for freedom, as does not exist,
anywhere else in the world? What
snalogy is there between disturbed states
like thowe, and a conntry. like this ? Yet
the hon. gentleman comes here ang
flings down bis barren dates. In 186)
again, Garibaldi expelled the Jesuits
{rom Bicily, and why did he expel them ?
He had made himself dictator; he de.
feated the royal troops at Calatafmi ;le
stormed Palermo ; he won Melazzo; he
gave Sicily a new constitution, and in
such a state of things the expulsion of
the Jesuits may have been a Decessity,
It might be necessary under cartain cir.
cumastances, even to expel the Knights
of Labor; it might be necessary to expel
all the lawyers ; it might be necegsary
to _expel any body of men in certain
oritical circumstances of the State, who
were likely to menace the object that
atatesmen, beving charge of it, had in
view. But what analogy can thers be
between such asatate of thingsin Canada?
Now, we were laughing a moment ago,
but I think it is & great crime for a man
ocoupying the high position of member
of Parilament to go through the coup-
try, and, without ever emquiring into
the circumstances in which these ex-
pulsions took place, t » hold events about
which he knows nothing, up before the
heated fancies of ignorant men—good.
hearted man, noble men in their way,
but still not having sufficient time to
test these things. He goes and reads
out that the Jesuits were expelled here
ware expelled there; they were expelled
elsewhere, and he leads people to icfer
that they are & danger to every State,
whatever its condition, and that they
were always in the wroog, whereas in
most cases they were expelied by des-
potic Governments. Weknow very well
that in . the history of the world there
have been men who would exercise
tyrannical power themaslves, but would
not allow anyone elss to be tyrannical
to the people; and the Jesuits, astbe
history of Europe shows, have, animated
it may be by ecclesiastical motives,
sometimes interfered on the side of
popular liberty against the tyranzical
oconduct of tyrannical men. There are
oases in whioh the Jesuits have been ex-
pelled for no other reason than protest-
ing to the King against the number of
bis miatresses. The hon. gentleman
(M. Chariton), I hope, does not mean
to deceive the people, but I say, if he
knows what he is doing, that he is guilty
of a very great crime and very great
misdemeanor.

Leo XI1I. is a great lover of Dante,
and his letter to Professor Giacomo Po-
letto, an editor and commentator on the
works of the great poet, is well deserving
of attention. In his appreciation of
Dante, the Popeshows his own great
qualities and scholarly attainments.

“ As Mark Pattison aaid of Milton, one
oritic writes, 80 it is true of Dante, that
to master him, comprehend bim, love
him and know him, Is the best reward of
consummate scholarship. Soholastio phil-
osophy and theology in their deepest
forms ; the classical literatures, Aristotle
and Virgil; the long history of ancient
and medimval Italy; the intriocacies of
old science, cosmogony and astropomy;
the details of vernscular Italian dia-
lects ; the political conceptions, the ec-
olesiastical traditions of the Roman
COhurch and empire; the obsoure facts
of Dante’s external and internal life—
all thix must yon study, would you
know Dante. Yes, and more, too; the
significance of 8t. Francis and of- Giot-
to, of Buccaccio and of Petrarch;
the dawn of the Renaissance ; the influ-
ence of Dante upon Chaucer, upon Mil-
ton; the changes in thought, which
gave us Faust for our typical poem in
place of the divine comedy. And all
this is the natural and logical outcome
that may be looked for a8 flowing from
an encouragement of Dantesque studies
and a popularizing of the works of that .
marvelous poeh.

—— et
Pineapple cloth edged wish narrow gilt .
lace makes an exquisite drapery to be
hung over lace curtains, The cloth may
be had in all delicate shades and 18 .
moderately inexpensive.
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