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 THETATE FATHER DAWSON:
) A Blmrcn OF HIS ACTTVE' AND USE-
v FUL LIFE. © .

. One ot the Most Popular and 'U;nli'{'er'sslly
" Beloved Priests in Canada ; a 8Splen-
did Litterateur; a S_n.!ntly Man.

" In our last issne we had only time to
say a few words about the death of the
Very Reverend Acness Maodopell Daw-
son, D.D., V.G., whose somewhat sudden
death tonk place on Saturday, 29th De-
cember last. The following sketch is
from the Oltaws Free Press:

He was born at Red Haven, Banffshire,
Scotland, on July 30th, 1810, and was
consequently in his eighty-fifth year.

For many vears thers has been no
more {familiar figore about the city than
Father Dawson. Known far and near

" for hia reedinesa to engage in any Christ-
ian work without drawing very closely
the lincs of distinction between creeds
differing from his own, honored and re-
spected by all, taking an active part so
far as his advanced years would permit,
right up to the very last, it was hislot to
be, probably more than any other man of
his time, the friend of Roman Catholio
and Protestant alike.

Had he lived until April next,it would
have been the 60th sanniversary of his or-
dination in the priesthood, and this was
an event he looked forward to.

A NOBLE CHARACTER.

Probably nothing can place on record
the general appreciation of his liberality
of thought better than the address which
wag presented to him on December 2ad,
1890. ‘““Friends of all religious beliefs
take especial delight,” it said, **in com-
ing together fur tie purpose of giving
expreesion to the feeling of regard and
attachment which they entertain to-
wards you as & Christian minister and as
. & fellow-citizen.,” The occasion of thia
presentation, which took place in the
. gity hall, will be yet fresh in the memory
of many citizens, It was when, in re-
sponse to the request of tha wide circle
of friends, bis Lordship Bishop Mac-
donnell, of Alexandria, was pleased to
appoint Fatber Dawson the honorary
vicar general of the new Scotch diccese
- of Alexandria. This address was accom-
panied by a costly eet of furs and a purse
containing $400, and was subscribed to
by Protestants as well as Catholics.
While always laboring zealously for the
advauncement of the interests of his own
cburch, the reverend gentleman had so
lived &g to be on termu of tha wmoeat per
fect harmnny with meombers of all other
denominatiops. His claiins to the henor
of being VicarGeneral of the dincess
were fully aoknowledged by Bishop Mac-
donnell, As a poet, jecturer and his-
$orian, the revercpd father had given to
the w.rid many thonghts of valne and
on various occasinns had received publio
recognition of hia able services. - Hs was
an LLD. of Qieen’s university, while
Laval university conferred upon him
the degree of doctor of letters, and ehort-
ly afterwards the Otitawa university
awaxded himi the same distinction; he
" waa 2lao & Fellow of the Royal Saciety,
and at the recent annual convocation of
Queen’s ubiversity, was called upon to
deliver the brcealaureate sermon, an ad-
dress which was widely commented
upon. ;

HIS EARLY HISTORY.

Of hig history and life work in ths old
 and pew wor'ds & whole volume might
be written. It has fallen to few men to
have bhad the experience which was his.
One of seven sons, deacended from par-
ents who traced their ancestry back to
the early history of Scotland, therev.
gentleman, when but sixteen years of
age, studied at the French capftal, and
togetber with other youths of his class,
as was the custom of the time, served as
.a page of honor to King Charles X of
.. France. In 1830 the revolution upset’
the educationg] institutions of Paris, end
eventually he returned to Scotland in
18385, thers completing his studies, and
being ordained to the priesthood on the

- 2nd of April in that year, he was ap-
pointed to the parien of Dumfries. Mis
sion work was the branch to which
be most inclined, and to him is credited
the organization of several mis-
gions 1o Scotland and England which
bave brought large numbers within the
reacuing influence of the church. For
‘nearly twenty years he labored on those
_ines, until in 1862 he acoepted the in-

|-Alexandria and came out to (
| First at Quebeo for s short period, and.

vitation of His Lordehip- the Bishop of
(Canada.

afterwards at Toronto, he was ons of the
.clergymen of these dioceges.

' Consequently others of his family came
also, and taking some land at Goodwood,
four miles from Richmond village, they
settled there. After & few years the
family moved down to Jockvale, where
at the present time an aged brother and
sister still reside. :

LIFE IN OTTAWA.

Father Dawson was appointed to the
parish of Upper Town and many will

ot remember having heard him preach
in the “ 8t. Andrew’s church”—s0 called
out of courtesy to the Bcotch Catholics—
which stood on Bparks atreet until two
years ago, when the last vestige of it was
removed. For five years he remainsed
there. Later on the parish of Loag
Taland, snd later still, that of Oagoode,
was the field of his faithful ministra-
tions. Among other honors which have
been bestowed upon him, it may be
noticed that bhe was duly appointed
Roman Catholic chaplain to Her
Majesty’s forces when the regular sol-
diers made Bytown their headquarters,
and two years ago he waa chosen chap-
lain of 8t Andrew's society. For many
years he was president of the society for
the prevention of cruelty, and until
within & year he might be found pre-
siding at its monthly meetings, always
ready to aid by his experience what
many might have considsred as a mat-
ter of small importance to men as busy
as he,

PIUS IX. AND HIS TIMES:

The reverend gentleman was a classi-
cal scholar of the highest order. Al-
though his work in the ministry was at
all times arduons, he devoted his leisure
moments to literature. Of the numer
ous writings on various subjects, both in
prose and poetry, he is best known by
his history of the Catholics of Scotland,
and Pius IX. and his time. These two
works alone have been everywhers re-
ceived as standard sauthorities upon
these matters, the latter especially being
acknowledged as the most complete in
existence. Father Dawson was a well
rend man; he kept up with the times,
and was able to talk in & manner which
elways commanded attention and rever-
ence.

Of late years it has been his delight to
colebrate mass at the congregation ot
Notre Dame (Gloucester street convent);
he did so on Christmas morning, and it
wss while coming from there to his
lodginga that he cwught the cold which
brought about his death, The sisters
and pupils of this congregation feel his
death to be to each a personal loss. To
the reversnd fathers and students of the

Ottawa university he was wall known, | @

and Rev. Fathor Murphy, who happened
to call upon, him Saturday afternoon,
was present when the aged patriarch
passed peacefully away to his well
earned reward.

WAS IT REALITY ?

A Visit fromx the Demaon of Intemper-
) ance.

Temperance lecturers and advocates,
in their exhortations to those whom
they wish to convert, have always two
models to hold up in illustzation of their
arguments — the teetotaller and the
drunkard. By exhibiting those charac-
ters in contrast, they impress their
andience with the veracity of their as-
gertions, and thus attain their cbject to
a great extent.

But they seem to forget that sand-
wiched between these extremes of hu-
manity is another class on whom they
might exercise their influence with
greater effect than on confirmed drunk-
ards, and to this olass belongs the
*moderate drinker.” I say a greater
effect, becanse it is with extrzordinary
difficulty that the drunkard ean be re
formed, as habitual drinking has become
to him a second pature, wheress the
moderate drinker may be easily rescued
from his errors. These reformers also
forget that the drunkards of thiy year
were the moderate drinkers of last year,
and that the moderate drinkers of to-day
will be drunkards & year hence.

‘The moderate drinker *of-our large
towns and cities-is, generally apeaking,
2 “ good fellow * imbued with & fair pro-
portion of respectability, and will look.
with contempt on & poor uvnfortunate
msan who bas gone beyond the bounds.

of xeformation. Rather should it be a:

warning to him to desist from his habit,
lest that unfortunate man’s fate shonld:
be bis own in a short time. = "' .
I would reapectfully ssy to' those ex-
cellent reformers :  * Sirike at the root
of the evil—moderate drinking—and you

will dispel the evil itself. . No man ever | gres

became a drunkard &t once, moderate
drinking was bis atepping stone. Cast
that steppi:f-stone‘ into the waves, and
the wretched coast of drunkenness

never be reached.” .

I was led into these reflections by
astory which was told me a few nights
gince by one who was & moderate
drinker. This young man, now &
stannch teetotaller, waa converted from
his habit in a supernatural way, and I
shall give his wonderful experience in
his own words :—

“You know,” said he, “that I was
pever a drupkard. At the same timel
must confess that I was accustomed to
drink often, but moderately. By degrees
I became fond of drink, and could not,
as I thought, enjoy myself without a few
bottles of etout or ale eviry night. Be-
sides this, when in any trouble or diffi-
culty, I used to endeavor to drown my
sorrows in the brandy bottle. On these
occasions I found that the state of my
mind was ten times worse when the
effecte of the * fiery liquid” had disap-
peared ; in fact X was so often so ment-
ally tortured after the exhilaration pro-
duced by drink that I actually contem-
plated suicide.

“'Well, one night, aboul six months
ago, being involved in family disputes,
I resorted to my usual antidote, and re-
mained sitting in my bedroom until
m.dnight imbibiog pretty freely. About
tbat hour I felt drowsy, and dozed away
on my chair. I could not have been
long asleep when I woke feeling very
chilly. Of conrse my first impulse was
to reach for the bottle, and I took a good
drink. I then rubbed my eyes, and open-
ed them pretly wide, to find that my
light was extinguished. ' Now, I was
aware I had not slept long, and I knew
my candle could not be exhausted in a
short time, soI felt anxious about the
matter., However, I attempted to light
it again, but found to my astonishment
and indignation that every lucifer match
whioch Istruck was damp, and would not
ignite. With an imprecation on the
inpocent lucifers I tumbled into bed,
and was again about entering the land
of * Nod' when I became conscious of the
presencoe of somebody, or rather some-
thing, It is remarkable that even when
in total darkness we become inatinotive-
ly conscious of the presence of another
being. This was my feeling, and, as I
am not by any means superstitious, I
looked out, when, to my sorcow, I dis-
cerned a hideous figure bending over

o.
“Though all around was dark, the
figure was enveloped in a sort of un-
earthly light, but I canpot deseribe
more than the head, for the eyes had a
strange fascinstion for me. Try howl
might, I sbou'd gaze into those hupe
prominent blondshot eyes that, as I

“| thought, pierced my very soul. Flam-

ing, sparkling, penetrating, they held
mine in a sort.of mesmerio influence.

“Though my eyes did not, or ecould
not move, I knew the head was of an
anormous 8ize, and the cheeks pufied and
bloated. '

*“I cannot say how many seconds this
lasted, but at length by a supreme effort
[ turned my geze from the horrible figure
aud buried myself in the bedclothes.

“Of course I conld not eleep, but by
degrees it ocourred to me that. perhaps
after all it was a delusion or a dream,
and after a lapse of balf an hour I ven-
tured to look agein, and saw nothing.

“The first thiog I did was to reach for
the boitle, and I took a long pull. I got
out of bed and iried the lucifers again.
To my agreeable surprise the first one I
struck caughbt fire, soI lighted thelcandle.
I took up Tom Hood’s Wit and Humor,
and in a few minutes was actually con-

vinced that I was only the victim of |

some frightful . hallucination. . After
another hulf hour or-so I put out -the
Iight and immediately went to sleep..

*“ Next morning when I awoke I took
‘8 ‘refresher’ from the bottle, laughed at
my strange dream, dressed, aud went to
business as ugual. During the'day I did
notb even recall my experience of thepre-
vious night. : R

- “In the evening, after business, I had
a few bottles of beer, 48 usual, and went-
honie to find the fumily disputes:before
referred to, instead. of being, as'I hoped,’
in & state of séttlement, or at:least abey-:

ance, more intricate and ungettled - than:

ever. ‘As'myself was ‘chiefly "concerned
1 silenly ate “my eupper.and. left the
homse in indignation, .

"At eleven I returned, not forgetting to
arm myself against my mental “stroggle
with the brandy bottle. I indulged io a
reater extent -than on. the previous
night, partly on account of ‘my mind
being more unhinged, and parily to pre-
vent another encounter with my nootur-
nal visitor. In this latter objeot, however,
I was disappointed, for another visit was
paid. I need only to tell youn that it oc-
ocnrred exactly as before, with this differ-
ence=—that a strong impresgion of the
renlity of that horrible figure- was in-
atilled in this instance.

“ Next day I certainly felt troubled
over the matter, aud went home from
business with a rather melancholy air,
My parents noticed the change, but at.
tributed it to the aforesaid family dis-
agroements, aud on that account were
more lenient towards me. I retired
with the bottle, but this third night's
experience was more interesting, as it
waa, and I shall never believe otherwise,
reality itself, -

The figure agpear-ed a8 on the two
previous nights, but its eyes were more
flaming and bloodshot. On this ocea-
sion, too, while my eyes were held in
influence, the revolting head bent over
me until it almost touched my face. It
then, with a mouth reaching, as I
thought, from ear to ear, hissed, rather
than spoke, mine!/ mine! mine !—each
repetition of the word increasing in
emphasis.

“You can imagine how I felt better
than I can describe. Huge beads of per-
spiration were rolling down my face. I
wae cerlain the monster was going to
seize and take me down to hell, forit
smelt strongly of brimstone, and flames
of fire began to issne from its mouth,
nostrils and ears. foon, however, I was
awara of a new light in the room quite
different from that which surrounded
my epemy. I looked towards it, and
saw that it proceeded from a beautiful
and_aungelio figure, which was standing
bebind the demon.

“ This figure looked appealingly and
pathetically on me, at the same time
unrolling & sorip which it held in its
hand. Raising this scrip over the bead
of the monster, I saw printed thereon
in larpe letters :—THE DEMON OF INTEM-
PERANCE !

“ The monster, turning round to see
what had diverted my attention, beheld
the angelic form, and, with a piercing
shriek, disappeared. The beantiful
figure, - casting on me =2 lingering, im-
Qloﬁing look, gradually faded from my
sight.

 The incident was so impressive and
appropriate, that I shall never doubt its
reality.

“ After a few minutes’ thought, I saw
bow my moderate drinking would end,
sc I got out ,of bed, went on my knees,
and there and then promised God never
to taste intoxicating drink again. This
promise I renewed subsequently at the
tribunal of Penance. I have faithfully
kept it to the present time and with
God’s help will do so in the future, If
ever I am tempted to break it that
night’s experience will be 8 powerful
and effective incentive to resist the
temptation,”

This was my friend’s story.

“Do you think time will erase the
reality of the wonderful incidents of that
night ? gaid 1.

% No,”said he, “ until my dying day I
will believe that my guardian angel
interposed on that never-to-be-forgotien
night tosave me from the drunkard’s
fate. Should my story become known
some may laugh at me, some may say,
it was the'effects of the brandy ; butl
believe, and ever will believe, that it
was a reality.— W.J. M. C, in Cork
Ezaminer,

A VOTE OF THANKS,

At the last general mesting of 8t. An-
thony’s C.Y.M.S. a vote of thanks was
unanimously tendered to Misses Marie
Hollinshead, M. Dromm, N, M3Audrew,
M. O'Malley and Mabel Appleton, and
Messts, Frank Feron, O. M. Hockley,
M. A. Phelan, James Cardiff, Thomas
Matthews, Percy Evans, W. Hammall,
E.C. _Eaton, J, P.MgNally, L. Q'Brien,
W. P. Doyle,. H. Oorcoran, M. T, Callen,
W. 'Wall and J.Bulger, who kindly-took
part in their musical ‘and dramatic en-
e on'the6.

tertainment which tock place o

Deo., 1894, in the bassment’

thony’s Churel; which-undoubt
a grand succees in every way,’
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