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“TRUE WITNESS AND' CATHOLIO OHRONIOLE—SUPPLE

Y

ENT:

“A ROYAL CHRISTMAS IN THE
= TFIFTEENTH CENTURY.

. Belng an Acoouat of How Kinx Henry
: VI. Spout tho Christmas-Tide of
A.D.1433-4 with the Monks
of Edmundsbury. .

[The foBowing narrative, even in
minuig details, is taken from the con-
tewmeorary acrount of the King's visit
ar.  .aer records of the Abbey, and is
cendenged by us from the London Tablet,
of 26th December, 1891.]

LYDAATE'S DEDICATION TO KING HEXRY.

Sovereign lord plese to your goodly head

And to your gricious royal magnyficence

To mgk:d thie treatys, which alwen hope and
r

Presentyd ys to your byh excellence

Aud for Kyng Edmundis notable reversuce
Hoth to hys ohyrehe dyffence and champion
Becnuss ¥4 ye off your founaacion.

INTEODUCTION,
The Christmas of 1483 Heury VI,
spent  at  Edmundsbury.  Although

events were taking place which already
threatened the overthrow of English
rule in Prance, ng yet the heritage lefi
to his infant son by Henry V. was intact.
and the English people greeted their
yonug sovereign with every contideuce
as the monarch of the two great realms
of Bngland and of France. A child of
but twelve years, he had, at the time of
which we speak, been recently crowied
in Paris, whither he had preceeded amidst
every aign, fallacious though it might
bave been, of popular rejoicing; “at-
tended by the chief of the English no-
bility and 3,000 horse, he left Pontoise
and was received by the clergy, the Par-
liament, the magistrates,and the citizens
of the capital. Triumphal arches Liad
been erected, mysteries were performed
amd devices were exhibited to honor and
cutertain the young King.” 7The cere-
mony of coronation * was performed by
an English prelate, the Cardinal of Win-
chester, and the high offices of State
were filled by Erglishmen, or by natives
of inferivr rank.” Herein lay the weak-
ness which time wae to disclose ; but as
yetthe Maid of Orleans had not appeared
on the scene, and there was no indication
that the fugitive Charles VII. wonld ever
enter into the full possession of the king-
dom which had been ruled by his fathers.
On Henry's return to England, therefore,
the people of this country could welcome
their twice crowned sovereign with un-
restrained exultation and joy—feclings
heightened by the ingenuous aud noble
character of the child, and by the bright
hopes of the juture to which the thought
:)I-mti he wns the son of a hero gave
irth.

- THE PREPARATION FOR THE VISIT TO BURY,

On All Snints' Day, in 1433, presiding
al_the meeling of Purliament at West-
minster, the King publicly anuounced
that, in accordance with the custom of
h s royal house, he, by the advice of his
Council, interded to spend the season—
Curistmas to St. George's Day—at the
Abbey of Bury, 8t. Edmund's.” The un-
wouted news reached Abbot Curtseys
whilst he wag staying at his manor of
Elmawell, some six miles distant from
the Abbey. At first he seems hardly
able to understand this novel proposal.
At 8t. Albans on the high romf to the
north, the monks had been acoustomed
for two_or three ccnturies to frequent
visits of King and Court, but, said the
Abbot, when the message was brought
him, nowhere in the chronicles ean we
find that the King of England, at lenst
for such a time, over Gxed his stay with
us, by the expression of his Roval will.
_The burden, be it understood, was no
light one. A King, & Court, and all the
numerous uttendants, from the Loxds
and Knights to the lowest valet—to house
and hoard all these in a fitting manner
would put the resources of even such 2
house e Edmundsbury to the test.
However, the Abbot quickly determined
to do hie best to muintain the honor of
St. Edmuund’s Church and Monastery,
and « few days later found him returned
to Bury in order himself to superintend
. the needful preparations. His house, or

“ Pulace,” as the record calls it, was in
- an indifferenf stute of repair, and eichty
Lyworkmen were st once engaged, not
1erely to set it all in order, but to
lécornte and heautify it, as so loyal a
ubject as "Abbot- Curtsays would best
h'to do.. - S
L. 20y THE BECERTION.

t e

engthall was ready- for Yhe day of
King’s arrival, . The monks among'
hud: " for: :thige,‘_"_fluyp _past

sounded the note of the coming feast of
Christmas by the antiphon Oriefur siout
sol. For at 8t. Edmundsbury, at least, it
was the custom to watch for the coming
festival from the third day before Christ-
mas, and the 23rd December stood in
their calendar as the Vigil of the Vigil
of OQur Lord’s Birthday, from the fimsi
Vespers of wmceh day, out of reverence
for the coming feast, the whole divine
services were performed with special
solemuoity.

Christmas-Eve was the day fixed for
the royal arrival, Atdaybreak the town
wus all astir, and the Alderman and Bur-
eesses and other townfotk, five hundred
in number, in theirscarlet robes and red
cloth powns with blood-colonr hoods, set
out on horseback. in open ranks stretch-
ing n mile along the road, to meet the
King at the Newmarket Heath and
bring him into Bury. Henry was acecm-
panied by a stately train, and with this
brilliant additon to his retenus, he rode
on to the monastic enclosure.

The bell tower over the great gateway
was then in ruine, and 2o to avoid all
possible danger, Henry and his gay
cnvalcade entered the precincis by a
saferifa lesserentrance. Butthis canin
no way have detmacted from thesplendour
of his reception. The Burgesses, who,
on the part of Bury, had taken so pro-
minent a part of the proceedings, had
only come to introduce the Kingto the
reception prepared for him, ‘

It is no ditlicult task for the imagin-
ation to picture the vast court of Bury
Abbey, crowded with the inhabitants of
the town and the villages of the fran-
chise of St. Edmuund, eager to caich a
glimrse of their Sovereign. Meantime,
the hosts thiemseives had done their
parls to arrange a cercmonial of recep-
tion worthy of a King. As rumour he-
ralded his near approach, the great west-
ern doors of the Abbey Church—works
of beaten bronze, cunningly chiselled by
the skilful hands of Master Hugh and
posaibly by what Abbot Anselm, the
nephew of the sainted Archbishop, had
himsel{ seen at Monte Cassino—were
thruwn open. Forth issued the commu-
nity, some sixty or seventy in number,
all vested in precious copes, headed by
cross and candles, and preceding their
Abbot in full pontificals, with whom
walked, an honoured guest, Bishop Aln-
wick of Norwich, whom on this occasion
they associated with themselves in the
part of host. The ranks of the vested
monks opened on either side, and
through them the Bishop and Abbot ad-
vanced to greet their Boy-king. Then,
the Earl ¢f Warwick, quickly alighting
from his horse, ran forwarl, and, receiv-
ing the King in his arms assisted him to
dismount. Heury now advanced towards
the procession, and kneeling on the
silken cloth spread out on the ground,
was sprinkled with holy water by the
Abbot, who also presented the crucifix
for adoration, which was reverently kiss-
od by the King.

The procession here turned to re-enter
the stately church, and was followed by
the whole crowd. The building was
envugh to accommodate even such a
multitude as was then assembled. The
western front from end to end stretched
for nearly 250 feet, and within an un-
broken length of over 500 feet met the
eye. The massive Norman architecture
was relieved by the painted vaulting—
that of the choir by the monk * Dom
John Wodeeroft, the King’s painter,” in
the days of Abbot John I. de Norwold
(1279-1301) that of the nave to match—
executed in the taste of the 14th century
at the expense of the aacrist, John Laven-
ham (circa a.n. 1370), who during his
term of oflice had spent something like
£50,000 of our money on beautifying the
churgh. The new lantern tower above
the choir wag his work, as well as the
clerestory windows round thesanctuary;
and the painted glass in the southern
side of the Minster had bLeen the gilt of
King Edward ILI to St. Edmund.

The procession finished, and Henry
having prayed before the Blessed Sacra-
ment, he passed out of the sight of his
people by one of the side doors in the
altar-screen, which had been adorned
with paintings by the care of Prior Bd-
mund Bruodish, into the feretory beyond
to pay his devotions at the shrine of the
saint. This priceless work of art rested
on & base of gothic stonework, and was
itself covered witn plates of solid gold
enrichied with evéry kind of jewel. The
monks loved to recall how King John
had every year of his resign bestowed ten

| eparkled an it ‘agreat and precious sap-

marks on the work of beautifying the
shrine, and how among the stones which |

phireand a ruby of great price had been

is special gifts. On the right side, too,
was the golden cross set with many
jewels surmounting a faming carbunole,
the 1ch giits of Henry Lacy, the last
Eurl of Lincoln of that nume, whilst a
second golden ¢ross weighing 66 shillings,
from the same generous benefactor,
formed the apex of the shrine. .

Having ended his devotions, Kin
Heury turned to the Abbot and: thank
him 1or the reception given him, and
then, accompanied by the members of his
suite, he passed into the Abbot’s palace,
where all expressed their pleasure at the
plxl'epn.rnt.ions which had been made for
them.

THE BEGINNING OF THE FEAST,

Christmas Day was rung in by four
successive changes ; firat came the tones
of the two Londons—the greater and the
Holy-water beli, the second and the
third peals were sounded on the bells in
the cemetery, and amongat them Gabriel,
the bell rung in thunder storms, and its
companion, Galieona, The beginning of
the third peal was the sigoal for the can-
tors and all the rest of the vested minis-
tera to enter the choir for Veapems,
whersupon the younger monks began
ringing the bells in the great lantern
tower, and then all the bells of the
Monastery took up the muaic, and above
them all was heard the well known
tongue of Haut ¢ cler; and thus, all
sounding together, there rang out what
the townspeople knew ns l2 glas, which
was the signal for the beginning of the
office. .

With the first peal the monks pre-
pared for Vespers. Coming from the
dormitory they repaired to the lavatory
and washed their hands. Then those
who were not to be vested in copes put
on albs which lay ready set out for
them in the choir, whilst the Abbot,
Prior, and others prepared for the funa-
tions in the vestry. ’J.Phe Abbot, and to-
day, of course, the Bishop of Norwich,
would be in full pontificals. Meantime
the torches and candles were being light-
ed throughout the church. Besides the
four great wax candles mentioned ns
ever kept burning at the four corners
of the Shrine of St. Edmund, twenty-
four each, of a pound weight, were
lighted on the walls surrounding the
feretory, and seventecen more of the
same weight were placed in the seven-
teen windows round the presbytery. In
the choir, the great candle, five large
torches standing before the high altar,
each weighing four pounds, and seven of
the same size in the great gilded seven-
branched candlestick, were lighted.
These last were reflected in the plates of
gold which adorned this great candela-
brum, and, together with one torch be-
fore the high altar, were kept burning
until the close of the second Vespers of
the feast. Then twelve more great
torches were ablaze in the choir and
rood, and a second dozen in the lantern
tower, whilat twenty-six in either tran-
sept ! one before each of the twenty fonr
altars of (he church, one great candle
set ; under each arch of the nave, and
twelve more huge waxen torches, each
of eight pounds, before the altar of the
Blessed Virgin in the chapel—a church
itself in size—on -the north side of the
choir, completed the illumination of the
vast church.e

THE MATINS AND MASSES OF THE FEAST,

Between nine and ten o'clock the bells
rang out once more for Matins and the
midnight Mass. The manner of lifs in
the 15th century was more hardy than
ours, and, what is more, religion was in-
terwoven with all the thoughts and
habits of the English people. There is
little doubt, therefore, that the building
was onee more filled with an expectant
multitude., The proportions of the spa-
cious church would have been magnified
to the imagination by the solemn sha-
dows of the Chrictmas night. The altar
and feretory was a perfect blaze of light,
which only thirew the nave into deeper
darkness. Tor it is evident that in Lhe
disposition of the lights there was x set-
tled purpose. Whilst the vast nave was
left in comparative shade, the great
crossing was brilliantly lit up, and from
the lantern « strong light was cast down
upon the Rood with the attendant
figures of Our Lady snd St. John, an in-
ocompnrable production of the same
Master, Hugh, who had made the great
brazen doors of the church. The inter-
mediate choir was again moderately
lighted up, contrasting with the brilliant
illumination of the altar and the place
of the shrine beyond.- T
The long Matins were yel more mag-
nificentt . in their ceremonial than had

sung by an increasing number of

been the Vespers. The: oclosing Respon-
sory of each succeeding nooturn was

cantors atanding around the great anfi-
pitonal of Prior Brundish, whilat the O
magnum waysterium, though sung by
only two, had a thrilling effect. For
these two were the picked voioces of the
community, chosen because their clear
and resonant tones would make the
vaulting ring, and would penetrate to
every corner of the vast basilica.

The close of each nooturn was marked
by the same elaborate ceremonfal of
censing as at Vespers, and by the time
the P¢ Deum was reached the whole
church was filled with fragrant incense.
During the ringing of the hymn of
praise the Abbot and his pumerous min-
1oters went to vest for Mass, and at the
close of Matins the Holy Bacrifice began
with the Introibo, the Confiteor, and 80
on, a8 nsual. :

The Introit wassung by the Presentor,
the Succentor, and four companions IR
copes, and, according to the practice at
Edmundsbury, into the Kyrie was insert-
ed the O Rex clemens, one of the two
farsuraz allowed by the old use of the
house. Gloria in excelsis, a8 was then
the custom on all principal feasts, was
sung by the whole convent ina body,
and glorious indeed was the chant of
such a number of trained voices, re-
echoed by the vaulting of that mighty
roof. .
The Prophecy was sung by two with
well-according voices, and the Mass was
followed by Lauds, and only after this
the community retired, if not to sleep,
at least te rest, awaiting the big bell of
the great tower, which it is the duty of
the Sacrist’s servants to ring on this
morning at the first streak of dawn, &t
which sound all went once more into
the church to the Aurora Mass.

The third Mass was preceded by Pro-
cession, for which, whilst Tierce was
being sung, preparations were made.
First walked the servers, carrying the
Holy Water and two thuribles ; next,
two cross-bearers in copes with two
torch-bearers on either sides; then the
shrine with the Camisia of 8t. Edmuni,
borne by two secular chaplains in albs
and copes; then three sub deacons fol-
lowed, of whom the middle one—the
epistolar of the Mass—reverently bore
the great Qospel Book, the sumptuous
gift of Abbot Samson, and the other two
other ‘ texis’ of lesserprice. Then walk-
ed three deacons carrying relics, the mid-
dle one—the Gospeller—having the re-
liquary with Aveon the top, Last,in the
first part of the great procession, walked
a priest, a grave and ancient senior, car-
rying the arm of 8t. Edmund, and after
him, two and two, in open ranks, followed
the whole convent, whilst in their midst
walked the Procentor and the Buccentor
ruling the chant, tho former with the
seniors, the latter with the juniors. On
this day the procession was closed, after
the two prelates in full pontificals, by
the King olad in regal dress, followed by
his court and doubtless by some, if not
all, of the scarlet clothed burgesses of
the town of Bury.

In this wise they passed along the
cloister, by the marble efligy of Anselm,
the first mitred Abbot of the hcuse,
whose memory after three centuries was
gtill fresh, and so by three sides of the
cloister to the crypt, the enirance of
which was from the Eastern alley. This
crypt, over a hundred feet long by as
many broad, supported on twenty-four
columns, and dedicated like that at
Canterbury to the Blessed Virgin, ex-
tended under that part of the eastern
limb of the church occupied by the shrine
of 8t. Edwmund. The procession entered
it singing the responsory Descendit; the
relics were placed on the altar, the min-
isters ranging themselves within the
altar rails. When all had entered and
had taken their places, the Prior and
Sub-Prior censed the altar and the digni-
taries, and the thurifers the community.
After a pruse sung by six voices, and the
prayerof the Station, the procession re-
turned through the cloister to the church,
and there, singing the Sancta et Immacu-
lofa they entered the nave. A supreme
moment this for the Bury people. ¢ Our
imagination can well picture the eager-
ness with which they erowded round to
look at the splendid pageant and to get

¥ glimpse of their youthful Monarch,
an

the delay, necessitated by a second
statio before the great cross in tke rood
loft, gave them time to satisfy their
curiosity.
" Here the Abbot intoned the anthem
Hodie Christus, singing which' the pro--
cegeion passed into the choir, where, to--

day, as on all greater . fessts, “the relics .




