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THE NORMAN DE BORGOS.
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BY ARCHIBALD A'SPARRAN.

CHAPTER IL—(Continued.,)

To heighten these midnight reflections as
they stood among the ruins, through the aper-
tures of which the watery beams of the moon
were shining, he touched, in melanchely strain,
the Fall of the Milesiang, an old melody com-
posed by the sweet voiced Malobrathian ; and
raising aloft their harps, they let't to the silence
and stillness of the night, this time-worn edi-
fice, watering their path with tears, The moon
by this time was encircled in a large ring ; the
stars were seen shooting along the sky and dip-
ping to the horizon, and a short surly blast
would sometimes force through the trecs, warn-
ing them that a change was about to take
place. They were now approaching Daire
Calgac,* which stood on the acelivity of a lit-
tle Lill. .As far as the eye could reach on
oither side, it was surroundrd by a forest of
tall oaks, the horizoutal hranches of which were
extended over the waters of the Foyle, and
three large ones at the northern quay served as
a safe ancherage for vessels,

Comipg to the mounastery of Dominican
friars, they, being admitted, rested soundly for
the remaining part of the night, and cven to
the hour of matins, when they ware awoke by
the morning bell, and, after prayers, sat down
te a comfortable breakfast.

They were fatizued with the difficultics and
various casualtics of last night, and, therefore,
did not ommence their journey until the day
was pretty fur advanced,

The atmosphere now became darkened, and
it snowed weightily during the remaining part
of the day; however, they could not be pre-
vailed on to stay that night, notwithstanding
much solicitation on the part of the Domini-
cans, They insisted that thore was no cabin

* Daire Calgac, the ancient name of Londonderry,
which signifies tho oaks of Celgac, or the territory
of caky pertnining to Calgac. From Daire, an onl,
the O'Dougherties of Innishoen took their nnme.—
Daire, an oak, and oireagh, a property or territory,
ie, the chicftains of the oaks, It was not wntil
after the colonizing of the forfeited lands that it ro-
ceived the appellation of London prefixed to it: and
the place properly claiming the name Drry, is the
immediate spot on which his Lordship, the Right
Bev. Willinm Knox's garden stands. Treland, un-
doubtedly, in days of yore was the genuine country
of the enls, as we have, in my own scquaintance, all
theso towns called by the onks—~Deorry Avd, Derry
lane, Derry big, Derry more, little Derry, Der na

aw, Derry arken, Derry otk., So abundant was the
02k timber in our island in former times, that it was
exported to the Continent for shipbuilding, and many
Other purposes ; and we have good festitnony that
eitminster Abbey is at this day roofed with our
tish gleh wood cnk. How many of the fincst
buildings in our country have beon pulled down for
¢ Bake of that precious timber. Its duration, when
ept free from water, cannot properly be nscertained
Y any person that ever I talked to, I have known
weavers Intely, when it became scarce, give at the
Inte of five pence per pound for it in order to make
what they call under Lalls for looms, on account of
s solidity for driving homo the woof. The glen
Youds or coppice where the best oak was produced
f;‘." in the sonth eastern parts of the county Dorry;
n°m Maghera to beyand Ballaghy and Magherafolt,
"d near Desort Martin, grow the so much csle-
rated royal onk elaimed. as a privilege by some of

° Gaorges,

From Calgac possibly came Colgon, s name prott
{ tommon in Dorrl;'. o B Py

bard ; that they had accustomed themselves to
travel in every season, and, above all, that the

most despatch, and, therefore, they could not
comply.

The country was mostly overgrown with
wood, the roads were few, and such as they had,
no better than turf or bridle roads. A bridle
road was sach as could only be passed by men

the mountains, there being only a single rut,

journey, as it had been the former day, could
vot be many mules.

therhood as far as the river side, where they
could not see the farther bank for the weight
of snow that was falling around them, and also
the density of the clouds, which collected into
one uaiversal gloom, were hovering orer their
hoads like a dark caunopy, and had rendered
their external garments as white as their flow.
ing beards. From leaving the ferry boat, they
turned down the eastern side of the river, and
each, with his instrument slung over his shoul-
der, his bands in a large skin muff, and dressed
in his antique costume, passed alony the way
discoursing of yesterday's events, among which
they did not forgzet the huppiness of O'Fallon’s
cabin, the sagacity of his dog, and chiefly his
more than ordinary sbilities in executing the
Rinceadh fada, at the name of which they both
laughed aloud, thimkisg with what power of
body and Jimbs he manccuvred before his fair
partner. Where the country was clear of
woed, it was pretty deep with snow at this
tino; and it was with mueh difficulty they
could perceive the road, night being closing
fast upon them again.

I think,” said Malbruthan, “we are now
approaching Oireagh O'Cuhan, or the country
of O'Cakan, I lived among them for the
space of two years, and konow them to be a
great and powerful sept. They and the Q'-
Neills are of the samme stock, and ulso the
O'Donnells, Have you ever heard of 7Toal
0’Cahun, the famous winstrel of Teamra 7"

¢ I have scen some of his compositions, and
heard many anecdotes respecting him, WWas
he not a facctious witty fellow, and something
foud of the bottle ?” said the other.

“I have been so informed,” said he, “but
believe few sinee or before his time could equal
his performance; and I can also assure you
that he was of this very fumily, Many times
have I hoard his name mentioned by them
with sighs, as they said with him their history
and long line of genealogy had died. He was
bora to a princely fortune, but being of 1 wan-
dering disposition, he lcft his lands and inherit-
ance amony his friends, and took up his resi-
dence at Tara. ’Twas he composed that air
called ¢ Thro’ the green valleys of Erin,” whiel,
I believe, was a kind of name for his own wan-
derings. Indeed, there were fow valleys of
any beduty or notoriety in our island that he
did mot visit; the Dargle and Killarney were
his favorite retreats, after which places he
called many of his poectical and mnusical com-
positione, When I was in Ballinagar with
O’Connor, I found a fragment of an old song
composed by him in our genuins tongue, every
stanza of which ended with Finvola the gem of
the Roe. [t was on the banks of this romantic
stream that Teal O’Cahan took his birth,
where I have eften mingled the sound of my
harp with the cadence of the waters.”

Yingaged in conversation of this Lind, they
passed Imperceptibly on, until they began to
think they had lost the main road, nor could
they know on which hand it lay, as dusky night
had almost assumed her full sovereignty over
the whitened earth; brown woods and hills,
smoothed with snow, so bewildered them, that
they knew not which band to turn te. At
length they perecived a kind ot winding track,
which was onc of thesc turf roads leading
across the country, and following this for some
miles, it brought them to the banks of the
Stream above mentioned, which was darkly
forcing its way through pendant boughs, and
grumbling as it received the falling tribute,

“You now behold,” said Malbruthan, ¢ the
favorite river of Toal ('Cahan. It appears
dark on account of the snow, but in fine ivea-
ther it is bright as a mirror.”

Just as he had finished this seatence, they
heard some voices among the bushes at the
ford below them, and saw a small light; in a
few minutes it burst into a flame, and onc of
the young men, whose voices they heard, rushed
into the water, holding the flaming torch in
one hand, and a weapon ocalled a gaff in the
other, Itis erooked iron firmly bound to a
kind of staff about three or four feet in length ;
the iron is much like the hook on whieh but-
chers suspend small oarcases, only - that it is
get out at the point and burhed. The other
was armed with what they call a leester, after

whatever would deny shelter to a wandering |

[eagerness up and down, lifting their
business on which they were, required the ut-!bare legs hizh eut of the eurrent,
"they should disturb the fish.
Fhe leester mude u dash,

|

They were accompanied by some of the bro- | the fishermen kindled their blaze. us it is
tusually called, the sizht was beautiful boyond
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They scrutinized the stream  with

the man with the toreh sprung forward. and
| striking across him on the ford, lifted a large
! salmon ;¥ then leaving it on the baok, and cast-
{ing the fiery end of the torch backward, they

on horseback, and not admitting any kind of took t!m strand .wh.ich consisted of round stones | th
ear or carriage. A turf road was such as is | of various descrittions, and went like u puir ot | the wond,
still used in bringing fuel or turf down from | newly shod hunters over it, although treading | wolves, an animal with which the wilds of Ire-

'with the naked sole; then into

description. The light at first nearly sfruck
them blind. but, when a little recovered they
saw themselves standing in a forest of holly,
hazel, alder, oak, and mountain ash ; the trunks
of the cuk were wound round with ivy, the
leaves of which, with the holly berries spark-
ling in the light, made the place appear rather
Jdike a fairy seene; the higher trees were all
{feuthered over with snow, which not a breath
of wind agitated ; and to crown all tho parts of
this grand panorama, a larze blackbird whirred
out of 2 holly bush at their feet, and shortly
ufter, a partridge,

Now, could the picce have been well sketched,
with the two reverond figurcs half scen nmoiig
the trees, their beards of snow hanging te their

rgirdle, I must think it would have been grand,
Of this I am certuin, that had the fishermen
j cen them, it might have spoiled their sport.
In early times the existence of supernatural
!beiugs, s ghosts and fairics, was almost uni-
{ versally Lelicved throughout Irgland; the lat-
ter genti they cousidercd not an unfriendly
| Kind of spirit, and that chicfly where they wore
s well attended to; but should they be offended |
by any kind of neglvct, or by the cutting down i
by any of their favorite Launts, as serogys, i.r.,
shrivelled Jow bushes, vld bended hawtherns,
called by the Irish skengl= and often standing
alone in tilled or pasture ticlds, or even pour-
ing out the water in which the family’s feet
were washed, this was an unpardonable offenee,
a8 the gentry say they might eall and require
the like,  Should any of the above insulis or
neglects be committed the delinguent was cor-
tainly punished by the death of sowc of hix
eattle, or even his only eow, if he had nomore;
often the death of one of the family, a broken

his whole house, O} these things he was com
monly warped by a little fellow clothed in a
greon jucket, who is usually the ambassador of
the fairics.}

* For sorae time before November, the salmon,
wishing to deposit their spawn, leave the salt water,
and secking the fresh water streams, ascend themn
to the wvery sowrce. 1 have known them to be
where the current would scarcely cover the back
fios. "Tis always the hardest and roughest bottom
or fords they choose for this purpose, The wmale
and female swimming parallel fo each other, per-
form o kind of motion, by moeving ofl their meeting,
and in this maoner they form what is called the
rood, For the purpese of taking the salmon, they
split up the fir that is found in twf bows, and this
being deied, makes the tinest of torches, and, when
burning, the resin will run off itlikeoil.  Then voll-
ing up hard a little ball of tow,aund leaving it in
the fire till it becomues red, they cany it rolled in a
Inrger quantity of tow, in order fo lizht the torch,
and this is called a spunk.

{ This appellation the fairies themselves consider
barsh and insulting, They would much rather be
called the gentry, the quality, or the strangers ; and
few of the lower order, nt this day, will venture to
call them by the above disrcspectful name, imagin-
ing that they are always at their clhow. Many a
happy evening I have sat, und many I do sit listen-
ing to legends of this kind ; but should I seem the
least ineredulous. I would not be favored _by a sin-
gle rohearsal, Isay T am happy in hearing such
recitnls, because they convey to my mind tho simn-
plicity and innocence of our ancestars ; nad, indeed,
the effect of it is evident on the present generation,
In a winter evening, to enter a fanmer’s house, and
seo & group of young and old eacircling u large tur{
fire, ench employed in his or her respective business,
the femnles commonly spinning, and the story going
round of fairies, wouds, scroggs, glens, gentle bushes,
and haunted castles; I must confess, that to me
this is more interesting than the omtious of Demos-
thenes or Cicero. A place frequented by these genii
is called a gentle place, and no cmolument could
induce them either to build on or till th:}t spot.—
Whirlwind is always full of them, nnd a8 1§ passes,
the best preservative is to cast & hundful of earth
into it, and call out, in the Scotch Innguage, * Weel
may you gang, and weol may ye bide, and ai your
beels to us. If this does not do, the pocket knife is
to be opered, and held opposite danger. A withe
or gad twisted of the mountain ask or rowan tree,
is the best specific in preserving milk from what is
called 2 bad eyo, or the blink of an il eye. The
mould of nine pots boiled on & silver sixpeneo, is
complete cure for clf-shosting. To go through o
greon hank of yarn that is unbleached, i8 almost im-
mediate destruction ; and the only meang of avoil-
ing the evil, is to return the way you came. If a
cock crow in the night time, it is very {mpormnt
what rond his hend is, as'also if one of his legs be
kot and the other cold. To tkrow oui the sweep-
ings on New-year's day, there will be noluck in that

the form of Neptuno's trident, only it had

house to that day twelvementh. To be crosged by

seven prongs close together, and also barbed, !
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i top, as was also the epposite hill.  There were - ing before them, which, to their unaginations,

leg or urmi, aud sometimes the pulling down of | -
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sent day, but in earlier times Knockanbaun,—
1t was clothed with a thick forest nearly to the

some little openings along the strenm which
separated these two meuntains, and lighted by
eir nightly friend, pale Luna, they entered
not without some {fear regurding

beautifully wild, as any they had wet with, [n
the simmer season Wnoekanbamn is covered with

! the purple flower of the wild thyme, the fra-

grance of which is pereeptible st « considerable
distance ; and the butter that is rmade on this
s0il, hns a peenliar sweetness, T have alsa col-
lected wild strawberries on it ; and if you ses
your foot on u bush of chamomile, which also
grows spontancously here, it will salute you
with the sweetest fragrance.

Toward the norsh is a lime quarry, suppesed
to be the whitess in Ireland; and farther to
the cnst is a quarry of soft lime, that might
almost be used for cement. Below are two
large springs, whose currents united would al-
most turn n mill.  In w« frosty morning, after
the sun is arisen, these fountans send wp an
evaporation like the steam of a furnace. But
the finishing picce is the remains of & semi-
circular building on the top, which some sup-
pose to have been a druidical temple, Magil-
ligan mountain is oftener called enn Even-

ney, trom Evenney ()'Cahap, that was forwmerly !

carried off by the fairies, couecrniug whom
many stories are told,  Denn Fvenney, I say,
i= productive of nearly all the natural beanties
to be scen on the other; and, besides these,
has # most sbrupt termination next the sea,
some hundeed yards of a perpendicular height,
eommanding a grand view of the Fuyle from
its confluence with the Atlantic, nearly to the
libertics of Londonderry.  Below you are the
lowlands of Magilligan, abounding in rabbit
warrens, washed on the west by the Poyie, and
on the south by the Roe,

Ax they passed dlony the valley that divides
these two hills; not without some drewl of the
wolves# that were said to frequent thew, they
thouzht that the snow appeared trampled in

a hare, or mert a barefooted female fivst in the morn-
ing, is nsure omen of Lad luck for that day.

* When these animals were plenty in Ireland
they were, as they ave in all other countrivs, mortal
enciies to the sheep ; for, not eating their sntisfuc-
tion of nne, or finishing out & carcare, they slanghe
tered nnd destroyed, so lung as they were able,
sueking the blood of each as they killed it, unti!
they either thinned the feld, or were driven off by
the foree of men and dogs. In the mountainous
parts of the county T'yrone, the juhabitants were
very muell distressed by them, and, from public
contrilutions, rave &0 much for the head of cvery
prowling freehnoter, s they wonld now-adays for a
robber on the kings highway, There wus an ad-
venturer who, alone and unassisted by auy person,
made it his veenpation to destroy those ravagers,
The time for attacking them wag in the night, and
usually about mildnight, as they would not leave
their recesses in the woods until the country was at
rest and quict; then, issuing forth on their weak and
defenceless prey, they generally commenced  the
carnage.  There was a species of dog for the pur-
pose of hunting them, called the woll dog; the
figure of this animal was somewhat lika & stout hall-
bred grreyhonnd, but much stronger, with large ears
nnd creet iead and neck. In the county above-
named, there was o large plot of ground enclosed
with @ high stone wall, having a gap at each of the
two opposite cxtremities, and in this were enclosed
the sheep of the surrounding inhabitents for letter
security ; but still the fold was entered, and the
havor continued.  The proprietors having heard of
this noted wolf hunter, Bory Carragh, L believe a
native of a small village calledd Dungiven, sent for
him, and offered the usual reward, with some addi-
tion, if he would undertake to destroy the bwo re-
maining wolves that had committed so much devas-
tation. Carrugh, taking two of thoso courageous
animals with him, and a little boy only twelve
yoears of age, the only person he could get to nccom-
pany him, repaived to the fold as it approached the
heur of midnight. * Now,” said he to the boy, “ as
the two wolves will auter tho opposite extremities
at the same moment, 1 must Ieave you and the
dor to guard the one, while I go to the other. He
steals with all the caution of a cat, ner will yeuliear
him, but the dog will, and positively will give him
the first fall  if, therefore, you aro not active when
ho is down, to rivet his necle to the ground with
this spear, he will rise and kill both you and the
dog, 50 good night”  T'll do what I can,” said the
boy, and immediately throwing the gate open, too_k
his seat in the inner part close to the entiance, his
faithful companion couching at his side, and being
perfectly aware of the dangerous buslness he was
about to encountet. The night was dark and some-
what sharp, so that he, being benumbed with the
cold, was beginning to fall into a kind of sleep, but
nlas! he was slumbering on a dangerous pracipice ;
for, nt that instant the dog, with a roar, leaped across
him, and laid his mortal enemy flat te the carth.—
The boy was roused into double activity by the voice
of his companion, and-drove the gpear through the
wolf’s neck as directed, at which time Carragh ap-

peared bearing the head of tte other.

Having crossed the river, and keeping the
grcatf village on their left hand, they dirceted their trach througl the trees, took it for a puide ; it
long ' course toward the slack that divides the ex- made many turns and windines, somctimes
lest, trewmity of Magilhgan mountain from that ro- keeping the bank of the stream, and at others
At length | mantie creen hill, called the Kadey at the pre- - leaving it.  They might have begun to think
but seeming to mivs, |

|
'
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some pluee, as it seemed, and following the

(it was a_delusion ; but in traversing auother
sweep of the river they saw a large bulk mor-

iwagas farge as two micn, nor could they per-
ieeive any shape or form resembling o huwan
!being; but from the track, they knew it must
“beof wild beasts, they stretehed thetr step a
tittle, as the saying is. When they cawme near

another, and o | land formerly abounded. and the last of which, | enough to see what the being was, for the snow
and that usually very unmequal, so that their [onward. The river wax wooded on each side! 1 have been informed, was killed in the Wick. | was over, the sky screne, and the mnoon sailinge
 closely, save the kind of path which conducted i low mountains not thirty years back. The Lin lucid splendour above the whitened woode
the benighted strangers to its banks, wud when “place which the wminstrels were approaching ' —on one hand appearcd the old cemetery of
i wax, perhaps, as pleasantly situated, and as i Drumachose, its fretted walls silvered grey

cwith the pale light, and hanging over its sleep-
I? ing charge like some hoary sentinel, whose fur-
trowed brow, bearing the murks ot fifteen long
“eampaizns, hael cauzht the pleam of o neigh-
borines lamp as he leaned on his musket ; while,
from tho swmmit of Knockanbaun, the old
Druid temple cast its ginnt shade across the
wood, the stream, and the vale, frowning upon
all—1I say, just when they had got so far as |
have mentioned, (hey perecived it was 2 man
carrying a bundle of fagzots which he had been
eutting for the fire.  In his right haud he boye
Lan axe, aud with the other sccured his load, as
i he trudged in silence before thew.  The min.
strels secing him foaded with tucel, and also
carrying his axe, knew he wust be returning
i hemeward to his Lut, whatever sort it was, or
wherever it might be, and alse doubted nos of
his hoxpitality to thewn for one night, knowing
they could make thewselves comdortable with
a good fire aud the store of his cabin, be it
ever so menn,  Of the lire they had ne reason
to doubt from what they saw, and a5 to the
Pother necessaries of life, it was cvident that
flesh, fish, qod fowl, in variety. were here i
abundance,

The man, whom we are to suppnse meditat-
ring on nouclit but witches, fairies, and Will-o™
the-wisp, © on being asked how far he had
| sravelled, fluny bis burden on the gronnd until
Dit almost rolled into the water, crossed himseld
with the quickuess of lightning, wd mnttering
Caahort ejaculation, cast a handful of snow in
| thuir faees.  This euly drew Laughter from the
Ustrangers; but he well knowing that laughiter
l waus agpractice peculiar to the fuiries, grew
}1 worse, At that moment, recolleeting that iron
[ W a repeller of demons; he held up the edge
Lof the uxe towards thewe, und retreating, kept
{ his eyes firmly tixed upon them, and excluim-
Ling, “ A fair wind and a round woa to you, and
| always your heelw to us.”  As Malbruthan ad-
vanced to undeceive him, he gava a spriog
hackwurd, and comisy in contact with the
bundie of fagirots, went heels over head into
the water,  Imagining that all this was the
eftect of enchantinent, and sceing the two phun-
toms rush after him in order, us he imagieed,
to seize him, he thought he was on  the point
either ot beine annihiluted or whipped into the
air; and rolliwg on his one side out ut the far-
ther bank, for lic had net time to rise, he buret
through the thieket, and was henrd crushing,
cracking, and breaking, for a considerable dis-
tunce up the strenm. He was followed by
peals of laughter from the travellers, which
only added wings to his feet; and, to cowplete
his catastrophe, they both struck up their harps
and performed one of their merriest springs be-
fore they departed,

The gentry are nmazingly fond of musie, as
harps, fiddles, pipes, and the like, and have of-
ten heen scen holding their rural danees under
the greenwood tree, and the place brilliantly
Hluminated by a number of tapers. .

The cottage in whicl the wood-cutter resided
was much frequented in the winter cvenings
by the neighboring youth of both sexcs, as it
was scated in a pleasart place, with abundance
of fuel; and the host hiwself, althouth a little
credulous and something timorous on occasions,
not averse to rustic merriment,and even fond of
fuiry legends, but searcely ever could he trust
Limself to walk alone by might. The family
with their evening visitants, were engaged in
the ubove recitals just as he entered wanting
his burden, his hair ull on end, and prodigy
bursting out of his two eyes. The lesson was
porfectly read by them all before e spoke ;
but when he painted the two ghostly fizures
that appeared to him in the wood; how, when
he attempted to place iron between . himself

1 and them, the foremost, with a blust out of hig

mouth, whiffed him over the bank of the river
as if he had been a feather, and immediately
both upparitions took wing and flew right for-
ward to light on the top of me, said he; but
by good Juck I rolled across the stream, and
here they were at the end of their tether, not

* This is & deceitful kind of spirit that is always
seen with & blinking dim terch ;, his business being
to lead people astray who are travelling by nigh't,
al30, to decoy them into pits and .quagmires, Ho is
much dreaded., o : _




