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baptismal robe of pure unsullied innocence’
He strengthcens us as we go forward., He raises
us when we full. He feeds us with the sub-
stance of His own most precious Body. In the
person of his minister, He does all this for us in
virtue of that, which in His own person He
actually performed when »man living on this
earth, Last of all when time is drawing to its
close with us, when lifo i3 past, when the work
is done, and the dark gate is near, bayond which
the garden of an eternal home is waiting to
receive us, His tender care has not forsaken us.
Ho has taken away tho sting of death, but its
appearance is still terrible; and Me will not
leave us without special help at our last need,
He tried the agony of the moment; and He
sweetens the cup for us before wedrinkit. .
We lie down and seem w0 decay, but not all.
Vur natural body decays being the lust remains
of the infected mattor which we have inherited
from Adam ; Lut the spiritunl body, the glorifi-
ed subatance which has made our lifo, uodis our
real body as wo aro in Christ, that cuan never
decay, but pusees oft into the kingdom which is
prepared forit; that other world, where there
is no sin, and God is all and in all,”

This is & beautiful ideal of the Church ; and
not only a beautiful ideal, but thank God an in-
tense und actual reality—and when we see and
know this; when we bolieve and feel it, then,
surely, a corresponding fecling of devotion arises
inour hearts and minds us wo share in these
holy and comforting offices of the Church, which
have been 6o freely and fully provide by her
Great Head for our soul's health.

We take it, therefore, that one great spring
and source of devotion in the mind of clergy-
mian or layman is belief in the reality of the
services in which they unite. A clergyman who
really believes in sacramental grace—aud God
forbid that there should be any who do not—
will surelyadminister the sneraments reverontly
and devotionally, When he preaches it will be
the samme, when ho prays it will be the same,
He will never forgot that he is appointed * to
speak for God to men, und to speak to God for
men,”  And in the same way believing parents
who bring their children (o thefont, and believ-
ing adults who approach the altar, impressed
that from each of these sacred places grace
tlows to them by Christ’s ordinance can hardly
fuil at such times to exhibita revercoce and de-
votion which indicate the faith and love they
feol within., Similarly, us they listen to faithtul
words from the puipit, which arouses them,
strengthen them, or comfort them, will they
exhibit by their demeanour that with Jacob
their feeling is—* this is none other but che
nuse of God and this is the gate of heaven.”

If we, the clergy, wish our people to be rever-
ont we must be so ourselves. It is bard, for
example, for a congregation to be orderly and
decorous when the clergyman is seldon or never
punctual, when he almost tumbles into church
with tossed bair and flushed face, his arms ap-
purently still struggling with his surplice ; when
he is always loooking about him during tho
service, und sometimes is slow in finding his

place, We distinctly remember the oceasion

when the late Archbishop Trench preached
soon after his appoinutment in tho chapel of
Trinity College, Dublin. We remember an im-
portant truth contained in that sermon which
we have never forgotten, and please God which
wenover will forget, but that is nat our presoent
poiat. It was the Archbishop's manner of
reading portion of the service thatstruck us so
much ; as 80 new, 0 Strange, so earoest, 50 de-
votional ; tho sad pathetic utterance, we think
of it still as we think of his sermon; both are
fresh to us after the lapse of quite thirty years,
and as we looic backon itall, we fecl alike thank-
fal for theintellectual lesson of his preaching
and the moral lesson of his praying.
Wo mnst, of course, allow for temperamen

here ; there are diversities of gifts, butreverency

can be cultivated ; and say what we will out’
ward reverence reacts on our inward feolings.
Wo sometimes wonder when we seo peoplo
“sitting, " praying in church, Do tney sit at
home while joining in family prayer; do they
sit while praying in their own chambers? One
would say surely not. [sita vospectful way
for strong men and women in sound health to
pray thus sitting ? - And, 1f sonie ono says, <1t
tho heart be right what does it matter ? we
should be inclined to say if the heart be right
wo shall try to treat God with due respect and
reverence; wo shall not grudge God the adop-
tion of a suitable posture though it may do-
mand the sacritice of some measure of case and
self-indulgence.  We must say that we, too,
often find this argument about the heart being
right very illogically used.  Qurown conviction
is that if the heart be right other minor things
will duly follow, unless thore be some groat
ignorance und prejudice present. A man whose
heart is veally rightin Uod’s sight will not
grudgoe God anysigns of'outward badilyreverenco
he can render Him. e will not ofter to God
« purnt-offerings  without cost ;" he will not
excuse a shabby church and slovenly, irreverent
services with the cry that after all these things
are really nothing, and that it is all o question
of the state of the heart.  One might fairly ask,
are outward decorum, reverence, and devotion
Jess consistont with rightness of heart, than
poverty and irreverence of ritual ?—Irish
Eeclesiastical (fazette.

THE [IOLY GHOsT ACTING THROUGH
TIIE MINISTRY.

Whitsuntide brings before us yeur by yeur a
precious truth, one we are at all times apt to

forget, viz, ‘o the Person and Work of God
the Holy Ghost.”

God established 1Iis kingdom on earth to be
tho means of drawing men to llim.  The Holy
Catholic Church is God's plan for seeking men,
It this truth had been recognized in the chris-
tinn world earnest men would huave clung to-

gether in the nnity ol the Church. What hus
lod 1 division has beon the Protestant adon that
the Chureh is merely a voluntary humansociely
secking (iod, and that 1t does not mutter what
form the society takes, or how mauny forms, so
long as men are earnest in their search,  But
this idea is not God's. s ideal is vastly higher
it being nothing more or less than this, gift of
lite and those admitted to it were, viz., The
Gioold Shephered secking Tlis sheep that nre
astray.  Inorder 1o find them He his agencios
at work in the one Great Agency of the Cutholic
Church. He has His graces and mercies to be-
stow upon men. s ordinury method is Lo use
outward means for conveying inward blessings,
acting indirectly upon men through their
fellows. Condeseending to the wenkness of our
human nature. He gives us pledges that grace
is really bestowed. These pledges ure found in
the outward organization and ordinances of the
Church.

God the Holy Ghost is the Lord and Giver of
life. Life inall forms is the gift of the Spirit
of God. *As in the beginuing ' IHe hovered
over the fuce of the waters and fructified the
enarth and the sen so that all forms of vegetable
and animal life were produced, so now he
quickens and vitalises ull things. Vegetables
live because God has given them life ; animals
live because they have received the same great
gift ; Man lives because the Great Quickener
breathed into him the breath of life,  Our souls
live because in the “ both of thenew birth ™ the
Spirit of life endowed them with a life. Ascend
the scale ot life how weo will from the lowest to
the highest, it is God's gift. Truth lives because
itis from the Living God: love lives because it
comes from the God of Love, The Church hus

vitality because it is the Body of the rison and
living Lord, the Sacramonts of the Church have
power and strength and virtue for us becauso
they are lho Chanunols through which the Divino
Life-givor imparts spiritual lifo and continues it
in thesoul. ‘The ministry of the Churchisa
living Ministry because Josus breathed upon the
Apostles saying ** Receive ye the Holy Ghost,”
and on the Day of Pentocost the Holy Spirit
camo upon them bestowing upon them life and
power which they wero to transmit to their
Successors.  In His treatment of Korah, Dathan
and Abirnm (Numbers xvi, 1-35) in their re-
boltion, God showed that He aceopted the High
Priosthood of Aaron, snd the Priesthood of
Lovi's houso, and none were to a¢t for Him un-
less they were duly aathorized to doso. To
confirm the authority He had bestowed apon
Aaron, and impress it upon the restof tho tribes,
God gave, through Moses, a furthersign. Every
tribe was to bring n rod with the namo of the
head man of the tribe upon it, Auron’s namo
being written upon the rod of the tribe of Levi,
These rods, twolve in number, wore inid up
over night in the Tubernacle, boforo the Lord,
= and it came to pass that on the morrow Moses
went into the Tabernaelo of witness and bohold
the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was bud-
ded and  brought forth buds, and bloomed
blossoms, and  yiolded almonds,” (Numbers
xviii, 8). The rod budding and bearing fruit
showed lite. That dead dry stick had no power
of itself to bloom. God gave it life. So the
I'riesthood of Aaron dorived its life trom God,
Korah, Dathan and Abiram wore us powoerlons
to aet for God without ik ¢commission as their
rods were poworless to bud und blossom and
beur fruit, The life in Aarou's rod und the
lite in Anrou's priesthood camo from God the
Holy tihost. Soin the beginning of the Chris-
tiun Disponsation the Apwstolic Ministry ro-
ceivod the gits of lifo and those admitted to it
were ablo 1o show their credentinls by the
health  giving and life giving powors they
possessed,  TheJewish DPriosts in after yours
tracod their authority to  Aavon, Christinn
Priosts traco theira to tho Aposties, Tho Priests
amongst the Jows wero *called " by birth—by
a natural descent in the line of  Aanron, 1o
serve God inthe Tabernacle and Temple, The
Priests of the Christian disponsation aro **call-
cd” by an ordination—by a spiritual doseent in
the line of the Apostles, to serve God in the
Church.

Sonme objecet to the use of the word * Priest,”
[Tere we aro not concerned with namos or men,
our object is to magmfy an office.  The Jewish
ministry und the Christinn hoth contre in Christ
Jusus,  The Incarnation is the fulerum upon
which both move, Allthe Sacritices of the Jow-
ish worship drew their virtue from the great
Sacritice of Jesus upon the Cross, All the virtue
of our worship comes from the samo source. In
fuith they pointed forward, and in {aith we point
back to that rume great ovent.  Aunron and his
sons were priests just in so fur as their priost.
hood shared in the redoeming work of our Great
High Priest Josus Christ, The Christinn Min-
isicy ia a priesthood just in 8o fur us it shares in
that same grand work, What one was  before
the Lncaruation the other hus boen since, und
the benutiful thought of St. Ambrose illustrates
the great truth of the loly Spirit's life giving
work * the rod of Auron hus re-budded in Christ,”
This is the truth then that is impressod upon
uy at this blessed Whitsuntide, viz., thut God
the Holy Ghost works through his Church and
Ministry, a8 man has body and soul—a mortal
and an immortal part—a bodily nature and u
Spiritual. So the visible Church which is the
Body of Christ upon carth has the immortal
Spirit of God to give it life. Asa man’s soul
acts through his body, so the Holy Ghost ucts
through the Church, * By One Spirit are ye
all baptized into one Body " said St. Paul. As
the mercbers of & man's body live only 50 long
as they are united with the body, so we the



