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ed together of the same mind and of the same
heart, And, when questioned, they cavnot
deny (though they express regret as they cen-
fees it) that in many meeting houses and uvpon
very mauy Sundays (to say nothing of political
meetings held at other times in these places of
saored worship) there is often heard the ex-
pression of many erroneous statements concern-
ing the Church, and the utterance of many bit-
ter speeches tending to stir up an angry feeling
against her. Is it not time that such a state of
things ceased? If unity existed throughout
Christendom, would war amongst Christians be
possible? 1f Christians were one united body,
would the sceptic, and the unbeliever, and the
agnostio, and the indiffieront be so numerous
as they are ?’ '

The Pacific Churchman says: :
A quick, cheap way into the Holy Ministry
is too often sought for. Sometimes the motive

may be & good one. There are special cases
where men should have the way into the min-
istry made easy for them. Now and then there
is & man of mataro age, skilled in & knowledge
of human nature and the sart of reaching and
influencing men's minds and hearts, ripened
throngh years of holy living, for whom a place
is all ready for his ministry, Such a man could
not possibly get through a classical and theo-
logical course, and would be little botter for it
if ho did. Bat just as he is, he is particularly
fitted for a certain line of ministerial work,
where there is a crying need of humble, faith-
fal laborers. But such cases are rare. The
general faot is that there sro needed in the
ministry men who are well equipped for teach-
ing—thoroughly instructed in the Word of
God, and in all the learning —and the foolish-
ishness too —of the day. It is aot enough that
they be able to read the lessons and the prayers
in church—or even to celcbrate at the altar—
though it should be seen to that they can do
these parts decently and reverently ~bat as the
English Church Times says lately: * The broad
fact is that the primary tunction —uot the oaly
one, but the chief and principal—of the Gospel
Ministry is to teach. That is put by our Lord
Himself in the very forefront of His mandate
to the twelve Apastles”: “Go ye and teach
(by teaching make disciples of) all nations,
baptizing,” &o. St. Paul requires among the
very first qualifications for the office of the
ministry, aptne s to teach. It is his own work
as a teacher that St. Paul speaks of oftenest and
with most stress when he refers to his minister-
ing labors. “ Do the work of an evangelist,”
he says to Timothy.

Too often has the Church been put to shamo
by displays of ignorance in the pulpit and in
other places where opportunity is given to men
to speak without kuowledge. If a young msan
who happens to have a good voice, and be a
good reader and likes to * officiate” is to bo
made a deacon in order to use these gifts,—well
enough ; but for the sake of all that is merciful
koep him at the lectern and prayer desk ; don't
let him get into the pulpit—or on to the floor
of the Convention !

" As a matter of fact thereis very little need in
the Church at present for an order of readers—
or for priests who osn do nothing well except
to act as celebrant or assistant at the altar. Bat
there is great need and a boundless field for able
teachers and preachers. Aund thers may be
learning without preaching or teaching ability.
A generation or 80 ago, in 8 rebound from too
extreme 8 dependence upon preaching, e<peoi-
ully in the way of exhortation, it became the
fashion to belittle the place and importance of
preaching as compared with worship in oar
public services, till there became a ground for
the charge that was made against usof an “* im-
becile palpit.” For though there were still
giants in those days, yet the ayerage priest of,
say, thirty-five years ago, was far from being a
vigorous or interesting or effective preacher.

o doubt good came from what led to that

depreciation of the pulpit, but it was at a heavy
cost to the Church. A recognition of the high
Klaoe of worship, and sacraments and reverence

as been secured, and now let us ree to it that
the great and primary importance of preaching
is realized and insisted upon, especially in the
training of candidates for the minisiry. A man
who is not st least a fairly effective preacher
has & very rarrow range of ueefulness in the
ministry. -

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP.

Nothing is more plainly proved by exporience
than the need of forethought and preparation

to successful work. A man not only needs
‘gemneral preparation as to methods and ways,
bat his mind needs to be in saympathy with
what hedoes. One cannot pass instantly from
one frame of mind into another. He who never
thinks of his friends, will not be apt to enjoy
their companionship when he chances to meet
them, He who never thinks of God, except at
the hour set for communion with Him, will not
usually receive much profit from that hour of
communion itself. If a man's family worship
be thought of only when the hour for it comes,
it will be a very dull and irksome duty. So
any religious duty will be formal and dry if it
be not preceded by a religious frame.

| This is notably true of the service of the
Lord's Day. To a great many Christians Sun-
day is a heavy day. They try to spead it in
Divine worship, but it is & task rather than a
joy. It is a wearisome task, holding their
minds in an unacoustomed frame, So it often
happens that the day is gone before they come
into a proper frame for worship.

The way of the Lord should be prepared in
our hearts, If we wounld have the Lord come
to us in our Sunday worship, we must think of
Him in oiir week-day work. As it often is now,
whon Sunday comes, the gathered rubbish of a
whole week must be cleared away. Tho way
of the Lord is blocked up by the remembrance
of the weck's cares. A man brings his basiness
right up to the borders of Sundsy, and, of
course, the day itself is fall of it. Boxos and
barrels, bales, dry goods, groceries and hard-
ware, remain over in the mind from the week's
work and worry.

Now, a man has no more right to take these
things with him in his thoughts, than to leave
his goods exposed for display and sale in his
gtore. If it were not for distarbing others, he
might jast as well take his ledgers and invoicer
with him to churoh, and be making out his bills
and checking off his goods while there, as to be
doing these things in his thought all day. He
might just as well wheel his boxes and bales
right into the aislo, as to have them present to
mental vision all the time, Jesns drove out tho
traders from the temple with & sconrge of norda.
Bat if he should come into our modern churches
aad drive out all who in their thoughts have
broaght money, and merchandise, and trade
into the house of Gud, He would leave somo
very small congregatiors, If all the business
that is planned in church were really transact-
ed there, it would mak~ thata busier place than
aver tho Jewish Temple was in the days of the
Passover. If we would enjoy Sunday as a day
of rest and communion with God, we must drive
these money-changers of ocur thought out from
the sacred temple of our hearts, and let those
hearts be again the temples of the Holy Ghost.
We must prepare for the day, not merely by
laying aside our work, bat by excluding it from
our hearts, that God may come and dwell there.

Thus, in all things, we must prepare for God’s
work. We maust lay our plans for it and shape
our affairs for it. The Lord comes to reiga, if
He comes at all. We must 80 prepare the way
that He can come and can reign. There must
be forethought as well as good will; prepara-
tion as well as diligence, It is true the Lord

sometimes comes suddenly to Hie temple. But
. when He thus comes, “ Who shall abide the day

of His coming ? for He shall ba like a refiner’s
fire."—The Church Messenger.

CORRESPONDENCE.

{Tha name of Correspondent must!n all cages be enclosed
with letter, bat will not be published unless deslred. The
Hditor will not hold himself responsibla, hawever,for any
opluions expressed by Correspondeuts).

A SUMMER RESORT FOR CLERGY.
To the Hditor of the Church Guardian :

Siz,—Thoe object of my {ormer letter, elicited
by the proposal of H.C.P., was mainly to give
our Diocese credit for what had already been
dono and what js being dono towards providing
a rest and change for our clergy. and next, to
suggest that the object aimed at by E.C.P.,
would bs better met by trying to do more in
the direction in which something at least has
already been accomplished. By organizing
regular scrvices and buildivg small uncostly
churches at the chief points of summer resort
a double advantage is gained; not only is a
valusble and needed change secured for the
clergy, but, what is more, both the ministra-
tion of the word and sacraments is provided
for the members of the Charch while absent
from home and a goldon opportunity is won of
setting our principles before and influencing
for good many who are outside. I am per-
sonally aware that beneficial results have been
obtained in this way both among ourselves and
in the American Church,

Bat aftor all, on further consideration ono.
sees that there is no incouosistonocy between
this plan and what E.C.P,, proposes. Rather,
his suggestion forms a very dosirable sup.
plemont to what has been already done. A
smsll plainly furnished coitage at ench water-
ing place whore there is & church and a sum-
mer chaplaincy would be a valdable addition.
This, as I mentioned in my last letter, is what
Professor Allnattt is aiming to provide at Cap a
L'aigle and I hope that E.C.P.'s intervention
may help to oxtend the movement to other
pluoces.

** A Country Clergyman ” thinks that I am
mistaken in my ostimate of the number of the
rural clergy to whom in sny one year it would
be practiosblo, if it were offered, to spend a
month at the seaside. Well, I have tried the
experiment, and I feel quite certain that the
yeosrs would be exceptional in which ons would
find in this Dioce o anything like that number.
This year certainly is not such an oxception.
If your correspondent bas knowledgo of any
such clergyman in this Diocese, lot him make
their cases known confidentially to the Bishop
and I venture to say that tho needed change
will be provided. “ A Country Clergyman
rvproaches me bocanse Riviere du Loup was
not offernd 88 & summer resort to any of our
rural clergy this year. The reason of that was
because negoociations were going on ever since
the removal of the late incumbent with various
clergymen, which it was hoped would result in
the vacaney being filled. It was aotually ac-
copted by one conditionally upon his charge
not being left vaocant, and it was only within a
fow days that he finally declined it. At the
last moment, when it bocame possible to fill it
tor the summer, it was not offered to any of our
olergy because no one of them could be found
to accept & more luorative and sattractive sum-
mer chaplaincy. However, it is not yet too
late; and if ¢ A Country Clergyman " can sue-
ceod where I havoe failed, and can nume to the
Bishop of Qaebec one or more of our clergy de-
sirous of taking charge of Riviere du Loup for
either or both of the summer months, the post:
is still open, a8 it is only held until au inoum-
bent can be found. :

This matter of chaplaincies for summer re-
sorts requires & more and very careful organi-
zation, and that in mapy directions. I may
return to the subject in a falure numbu.r,

Hxnay Rox,

June 21st, 1889,



