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TRIAL SBBRMONS.

We refer again to a crying abuse of a divine
institution existing among us. I allude to the
practice of 'trial sermons,' or preaching
matches,' as they may be called, an ordeal ta
which candidates for vacant cures are in most
cases called te submnit themselves in our Churb.
Such a theory of the work of the proacher is
excusable among Presbyterians, according to
whose toaching the call of a congregation to a
probationer is the necessary prelude ta his or-
dination as a minister. But among Church-
mon such a theory is at once an abuse and a
degradation of spiritual gifts, for it is utterly
alien to the spirit of ber teaching on the sacra-
mental gift of orders, as laid down in the
services for the ordination of clergy. Preach-
ing is the authoritative instruction in righteous-
ness, in faith and morais, te be delivered in
disregard of the personal feelings of both the
preacher and the people who hear him. But
according ta the system. of 'preaching matches,'
a sermon is no longer a means of instruction,
but becomes an oratorical display of the
preacher's learning or finency, delivered with
a view to bis own temporal benefit, as having
a constitutional right te a comfortable bouse
and a share in the equal dividend. Suclh a low
carnal use of a divine institution may fitly b
called prostitution, for 'corrnptio optimi pos-
sima est.' These 'preaching natches' are also
indefensible on other grounds. In the Churoh
system the work of the laity, and therofore of
the lay patrons who ropresent them, in the
choice of an applicant is ecclesiastical rather
than spiritual. It concerna the financial work
of the church and the morais of the candidates
who offer themselves, if we may judge from ithe
analogy of the si quis which is addressed by the
Bishop to the laity at the ordination of the
clergy. Certainly it is not of a spiritual kind,
for spiritual work belongs to the clergy, and te
the clergy alone, and as the laity often remind
us when that kind of work is of a laborious
kind. Besides, the laity, though they nay be
able to judge whether a man bas a good voice,
or even whether he bas an effective manner,
are, from a defect in their theological learning.
unable to judge whether a man rightly and
scientifically ministers the preached Wod.
The samo rule applies elsewhere. Any educat-
ed person who serves a jury can distinguish
between an effective and ineffective speaker at
the bar, but for an opinion as to the legal abili-
ties of the two speakers as exemplified in their
speeches, resort must be made to 'persons
learned in the law.' So, as to preaching, the
right judges are not the laity, however learned
and experienced they may be in secular know.
ledge, but spiritual persons such as the Bishop,
with spiritual assessors sncb as the Canons of
bis Cathedral to assit his judgment. Practi-
cally, teo, the system of 'preaching matches' is
indefensible, for no priest, though of ordinary
acquirements, yet with a high seuse of his
office, and with due self-respect, would submit
to such an ordeal, se that in practice the best
men fail to be appointed where the best mon
are urgently wanted. Letting alone, however,
these higher considerations, there is the ab-
surdity, of supposing that the best way of jadg-
ing about the best person i to listen te an;
isolated sermon or two specially got up for
delivery to a people who know nothing of him
except as the preacher of a trial sermon. For
suroly there are otlher departments of work as
important as sermons, such parochial organiza-
tion, visitation of the sick, mission work, and
instruction Of the young. An efficient parish
priest who does not shine in the pulpit is botter
than a more windbag who spends the time
which he onglit te give te the parish te the con-
coction of sonorous phrases and picturesque
descriptions which seme lay patrons eall e.

quence. But there is a financial objection te
the acharne also, which alone should drown the
whole system of 'prcrhing matches.' Out of.
say, fifty candidates for a vacant cure, forty-
nine elorgy, most of thom of moderato income
have ta travel many miles at their own ex-'
pense without any returns, while the richer
lay patrons, through a corporation, and thora.
fore doubly qualifiad to meet expenses, suffer
no pecuniary loss at ail, but content themselves
with banding over to each contestant proacher
each Monday morning, his legal fee of £2 2,
and nothing more, which, of course, is taken.
from the income due te the incumbont, and not
from their own pockets as should b the case.
In short, this system of 'preaching matches'
demande from our spiritnal fathers, the Bishops,
instant and searching consideration with a view
te its speedy abolition, as an abuse which de
2rades 'the office and work of a priest in the
Church of Goi.' "-&rutator in John Bull.

PRESB YTBRIANS ON THE LITURG Y

At a Prosbyterian Counci at Philadolphia
the Rev. Dr. Roswell D. Hitcheock, of the
Union Theological Seminary, New York, once
read a paper on " The Ceremonial, the Moral
and the Emotionai, in which ho speaks as fol-
Iows:

"If Christianity were a body 'without a soul,
its life would not be worth insuring. But
neither is it a soul without a body. Tho Disci-
pies of our Lord asked Him for a Forn of
Prayer, and ho gave it te thema. The Ton Com-
mandments tbey possessod already. The Apos-
tles' Creed had not long to be waited for. These
three as the garn of ail the liturgies woro oral,
flexible and varied. Not tili after tho Nicene
epoch were they reduced to writing. Later
still was the Roman usurpation, witi intolor-
ance and exclusion of other forme. Now, in al[
liturgical churches, or nearly ail, the liturgy
is no longer servant, but master. Thore is too
much of it for constant repetition. Liberty of
onitting portions not always apposite is un-
wisely denied. The absoluto exclusion of indi-
vidual extempore patitions is equally unwise.
And the oversbadowed, dwarfcd diseaurse would
be a great misfortune were good discourse othor-
wise more likely ta be had.

" But these abuses of liturgy are no argument
against the use. Our prosent Presbyterian
baldness of public service isi hurting us-hurt.
ing us in many ways which need not be speci-
fied. Atd the hurt is quite gratuitous, since
the cause of it is not one of our old Presbyte-
rian traditions. Martin Luther, John Calvin,
John Knox and the early reformera generally
ware liturgists. Even the Westminster Assem-
bly, which was anti- liturgical, set forth its d-
rectory of worship which concedes, of course,
the liturgical idea. A liturgy, it bas bean said,
is for children. Very well. Wh at place have
we now for children but in the Sanday-school ?
And by what arts of responsive reading, light
eecular singing, amusing anecdotes, annual pa-
rades und picnics, the institution is kept going
you need not b told. This whole Sunday-
school interest will have ta be takon in hand
by and by for review and revision. Children
-who now go te the Sunday-school, but not te
Church, shall b brought also to Church. And
one of these days, though not probably till we
are ail gone, there wili boa fora of public ser-
vice which will suit the mature and cultured
noua the less for suiting also the immature and
uncultured. In this matter of public worship
-ws have yet te learn, and we shall learn, that
what is really best for anybxdy is best for every-
body. No existing Prayer Book satisfies any
good Presbyterian. Still less would any good,
wise Presbyterin.% ask to have a new Prayer
Book made up out of materials that are new.
The materiais mostly are old, sme of them
very old-such as the ' Gloria in Excelsis,' the
' Tersanctus,' and the 'Te Deum.' The doxology

a
of Bishop Hen, 'Praise God, from whom ail
blessings flow,' is our chief modern contribution
te the worship of the ages. Prayer, especially,
is a great inspiration and a high art. Some-
how the old collects put us ail te shame. Chria-
tendom to-day could botter spare any treatise
of Athanasius than the Prayer of Chrysoetom.
' Fuilfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions
of thy servants, as may be moet expedient for
them, granting us in this world of knowledge
of Thy truth and in the world to come lifeever-
lasting.' The farther on we get down the cen-
turies the more procious will be te us the long,
unbroken melodies of praise and prayer.

" I anticipate, also, a revival of the old Churoli
year. Clar back, close up te Apostolic times,
we find at last Passover, Pentecost and Epiph-
any. Christmas appears not long after. And
thon the calendar is crowded rapidly with fes.
tivals, which disgusted car Protestant fathers,
bringing the whole systenm into dierepute. A.
between Paritan and Papist, we aide, of course,
with the Puritan ; but the older way is botter
than eithor. Judaism bad more than its weekly
Sabbath; and Christendom noeds more and is
-steadily taking more. Christmas is leading
this now procession. Good Friday, Easter and
Whitsuntido are not far bahind. These, at least,
can do us ne harmi. They omphasize the three
grand facta and features of our religion-Incar-
nation, Atonement and Reganeration."-Ex-
change.

REPORT OF THE LAMBETH CONFER-
ENCE.

The Church Tintes says :-

" The Encyclical Letter of the Bishops, te-
gether with their resolutions and the reports
of the Committees, are to b issued by the
S.P.C.K. in the form of a pamphlet in the
course of a day or two. Meanwhile the Bishop.
of Salisbury bas published in his Diocesan
Gazette a sort of proliminary sketch of their
contents. From his Lordship's statement we
learn that with the exception of that on purity
the reports were reaeived and not adopted;
se that they have no force beyond what they
derive from the individual prelates who drafted
thon. The resolutions, howover, stand on a
difforont footing, and Biehop Wordsworth says
they are weighty not only 'from the authority
that propounde them, but in the definiteness
of their conclusions on most important subjects.
The Conference is not a Council or a Synod ;
and therefore its conclusions are not embodied
in the forma of Canons, much tes are they
weighed with anathomas; but thoir moral
force cannot but b immense.' We are glad
te sec that one of the resolutions ho mentins
entirely discountenancees the use of 'the unfer-
mented juice of the grape or any other liquid
than true wine, diluted or undiluted,' as the
oloment te b administered in the Eucharistie
cup. The resolutions on divorce and polygamy
(ho says) are most serious and important.
Those on divorce were passed unanimously,
or without expression of dissent, and will b a
great support in the maintenance of the law
of the Church, and of the sanctity of marriage
for the sake of whicX that law exista. As to

ome Re-union, we are told the Conforence
'practicalby decided te follow the example set
by the Amorican General Convention of 1886.
,t lays down certain bases on which approach
may be made-thereby tacitly excluding from
its views any bodies who cannot accept such
articles-and thon invites approaches and con-
forences on the part of those who may b wil.
ling te accept them. Such advances will have
te be considored by the constituted authorities
of the diffarent branches of our communion.'
The Conference gives a distinct recognition to
the Old Cathoics of Germany and Switzerland,
but without establishing any formai alliance
with them. Bishop Wordsworth is quite right
in predicting that the pamphlet will be read
-with great interest. Personally ha appears to
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