to the writer of the article, would be thavt

the United States would surrender $12,~

000.070 of duties, while the surrender of
duties by the British West Indies would
have been $750,000.

“The opinion of the writer in the
Banker’s Magazine is that it is impossi-
ble for the United States, with its large
population, to make a profitable exchange
of markets with the countries which
have been desirous of effecting such
arrangements. The reason is said to be
the obvious one, which is that the United
States market is that of 57,000,500 of the
Jargest consumers in the world, while no
other American country has more than a
few millions, and in respect to most of
them, the average per capite consuming
" power gf their people iz comparatively
small, Our chief reason for noticing the
article in the Banker's Magozine is to
point out the ‘wide difference between

reciprocity between countries producing -

articles of a different description, and
which are likewise produced by other
countries, the effect being to impose dis-
criminating duties against such countries,
and a reciprocal free exchange of natural
products, which are exported by both the
countries which are parties to the arrange-
ments. . ‘

It'by no means follows that because
the United States would suffer loss -from
abolishing the duties on sugar the pro-
duce of the British West Indies, in ex.
change for the free admiesion into such a
limited market, of its flour, provisions and
lumber it would  also suffer by the free
admission of breadstuffs from - Canada,
both countries being exporters to foreign
markets of their surplus. There can be
no doubt, however, that there is a “strong
prejudice in the United States -against
treaties of reciprocity, and we confess
that we have little hope that it will be
found possible to obtain a renewal of the
" old reciprocity treaty of 1834, which
* worked most satisfactorily for many years,
and was only abrogated owing to feelings
of dissatisfaction arising = from the
sympathy manifested in favor of the
South- by a portion of the Canadian
people. The necessity, which is becoming
 more urgent, of raising a large revenue
. by import duties is another bar to the
success of any scheme of -reciprocity that
would be 'found ‘practicable in Cazinda,
and we must console Gurselves with the

reflection that we have other mar kets for

oux natural produets.

'

IMPERIAL FEDERATION. -

It gppeara‘ evident from the studied.
.silence of the Federation League as .to:
. any definite scheme for giving effect-to |

~McGoun, Mr. Forster, ‘
Lord Dunraven, Mr. W. H. Smith, and Sir
" Michael Hicks-Beach, would countenance

Nthen' proposal that they ﬁnd wnde dlﬁ'er-'

ences of opinion among themselyes.  Mr:

‘McGoun, it is well known, has a scheme

which he thinks well worthy of support,
but in a letter addressed to the Gazetle
he has most carefully- avoided entering
into details. The Toronte Week suggests
that if the promoters of the Federation
League  have formed any practicable
scheme they should at once bring it be.
fore the Imperial Parliament, with which
body any measure or authoritative over-
ture to the Colonies mustoriginate, From
the same periodical we learn that it has
been suggested by Mr. Freeman in an
article in McMillan's Mugazine that a
Federation of the Empire would neces-
sarily include the two hundred millions
of Hindoos and give them, if represen-
tation was to be proportioned to numbers,
& preponderance in the Federal council.
This is bardly a fair objection, as all the
advocates of Federation have limited
their demand for Colonial representation
to the self-governing colonies. The issue
is a .most serious one, invalving, as it
does, the disintegration of the Empire,
for the conviction that such would be the
result of asuccess{ul effort to bring abous
the contemplated change in the relation
of the self-governing Colonies to the

"Mother Country is by no means confined

to the people of any particular section of
the proposed Confederacy. Even among
the leaders of the movement in England
Mr, McGoun's views would be pronounced
wholly impracticable. Ou the other hand,
what has-seemed to many in Canada to

-be -a very harmless, if not desirable,

change, that su_ggested by Earl Grey, of

_organizing a council - composed of repre.’

sentatives of the Imperial Government
and of the self-governing colonies, has by
no means received general approbation

‘in England, although it las satistied the

greater number, if not the whole, of the
federationists whose mnames are being
used by Mr. McGoun to entrap people in
Canada. .We venture to assert that not a
single one of the statesmen named by Mr,
Lord . Roseberry

a proposition for a general body of repre-
sentatives of the United Kingdom and the
self-governing colonies to meet in London,

In Canada there is a great deal of mis-
apprehension on’ the subject, and there
are the widest dlﬁ'erences of : opinion
among those’” who “have allowed their

| names tobe used as promoters "of the

League,  Free'traders and protectionists
have gone to listen, in the hope that some

“scheme would be developed that would

tend to promote then‘ speclal v1ews N

.

one at the ]ate meetmg attempted an

.more than Mr. McGoun has'done, to state

the grounds on which the dlsmtegratldn, ;

of the Empire is apprehended, . No dhe
of the literary champions' of Imperial
Federation, embracing Sir William Daw-

son, Principal Grant, Dr. Johnson, Dr. Cor. .

nish, Mr. Murray and others expressed the

least doubt of the continuance of our pre- -

sent Telations, until certain ‘gentlemen in
Loridon suddenly diseovered that disinte-
gration would certainly take place unless
some new bond of union could be aovised

which they, in their wnsdom, felt assured B

that they could agree on.
At the very first meeting that was held,
Sir Charles Tupper, the Canadian High

Commlssu%ner, succeeded in ellmmatmg'-'

from the resolutions the declaration that
disintegration was certain to ensue unless
a remedy was found, and from that time
to this no reason has been assigned for a

change in our present system of Govern-"-

ment, On the contrary, it will appear to

reflecting minds that the English move- "
ment ‘affords conclusive proof that its

originators believe that the self-governing

colonies enjoy such great adéantagés '
-under the existing arrabgements -that

they ought to be called on to:contribite
to the defence of the Empire, In addl-
tion to that feeling, thera is a conwctlon

i

in"England that in return for the protec- -
tion they.enjoy, the colonies should either "
receive British. manufactures duty free

or at low revenue .duties: That slich

opinions are held in England need”cause
no surprise, but that any people in Cans "
ada should be: desivous of sacrifiging. the

great advantages of our present posmon_' D

is & mystery, which we do not find that -

any one even attempted to solve at; the;

late meeling.in Montreal.

v

We entirely concur in the Weelcs; ‘

- opinion that the responsxb:hty for pro--

posing a change. in our’ subsisting l'ela.-”"
tions should ' devolve ‘on the Jmperial- '

Parliament,

If that -Parliament should - .

determine that, unless the Colonies agree .

to share in the expenses attendant on

foreign wars in Europe, Asia and Africa, =

and unless they agree to adopt s fiscal’
policy such as may be determmed on: by 3
some  general authorlty, the Bubmsbmg'{
connection must cease, then w1ll be the

‘proper- time for Canada’ to determme'l

whether it can give its ‘assent’ to siich a:

proposition. Meantime’ we must: bear i in
mind that even when Canadadid not en-

joy that self-g g,overnmpnt which has been,

conceded to her, and when theré was war

with the- ‘great nelghbormg republic; there
i was not a whisper of - & desire for dxsmte-f
gxablon but » general union of all racetr
‘ in the common defence. At'a later pe+



