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‘. Gentle Maid, of rural breeding,
By Nature firft, and then by reading,
Was fjii'q with all thofc Toft fenfationy.
Which we reftrain in near relatiops,

. ‘Left future bufbands thould bg ;calous," "

And think their wivés too fond of fellows,
" ‘The'morning {un beheld her rove

A Nymph, or Goddefs of the grove !

At cye the pac’d the dewy lawn,

‘And call'd-each clown the faw, a fawn!

,'Ibcn ‘feudding  homeward, lock'd her

: " door, '
“And turn’d {fome copious volume o'er,

* ¥For much the.rcad ; and chiefly thufc
‘Great Authors, whoin verfe, or profe,
"Or famething betwixt both, unwind
‘The fecretfprings which move the mind,
*Thefe.much” the read, and -thought fhe -

: knew
The humap heart’s minote®t clue ;
“Yer fhrewd obfervres @ill’ dtclarc,
('To thew how fhrewd obfervers are)
. 'Tho’ Plays, which breath'd heroic flame,
~And Novels, in profufion, came, =

" Ampaorted frefly and-ireth from France,
Shc _only read the heait’s Remance.

~The Wworld no doubt wis wellenou gh
To fmooth the manners of the roubh
nght pltafe the giddy and the vam,
Thofe tinfell'd. flaves of Folly's train ;
" But, for her par\the truett tafle.
‘Ste fourid was in retirement placd,
Where; as in verfe it fweetly fows,
4-@a-every thorn mﬂrué‘xon grows,’
Not that flie with'd to ' be alone,”
As fome. affe€ted Prudes have.done ;
She knew it was decreed on high. .
Wc thould ¢ iacreafe and multiply ;°
l,And Lhereforc, if 'kind Fate: would grant -
“Her fondeft wifh, her only want, .
A cottaec ‘writh the min the lov'd

W3S What her gentle’ hunrm-pprov d;

.. In'fome delightful folitude -

" "Wh..rc fiep profane might. ne'er, mtrude,

“But- ‘Hymneh guard the facred ground,
© And virtuous Cupids hover round,’

UNot-fuch as flutteron a' fan,

"“Roid, Crete's vile bul), o Leda’ Jwan,'

" {Who. reatter mynlcs, featters rofes,
“And huld thcxr fingers to their nefes,)
But ﬁmp ring, ‘mild and mnocenz,

,ﬂ s angels'on-a monumcnt. )

.Fate heard Yer praycr a lover camc,
V’ho felt like her, th" innoxiots flame
Dn: who had lrod s weell as Ihe,A -

¢
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The flow’ (24 p:ths of Poely; -
Had warm’d him/felf wnh Milton' $ hcai,
Could every line of Pope repeat,
Gr chaat, in Sheafton's tender ﬁrams,
* The Lover's hopes,’ * the Lover's.pains.”
Attentive to the Charmer's tongoe
With him fhe thought nocy'ning’long ;
With him fhe faunter'd half the day ;
And fometimes ifia lagghing way,
‘Ran o’cn thecatalogye by rote
"Of who might marryy and who not.
Cohnfider, Slr, we're near relationse——s
*'I hepe fo in our inclinations,' —
In thoert, fhe look'd, fhe bluth'd confcnt;
‘He grafp'd her hand, to church they went
And eviry matron :hht was there,
With tongue fo voluble and fupple,
Said, for her part, the mult declare,
She never favy a finer coyple,
- O Halcyon days ! *T<was Natare's rdgn
"Twas Tempe's vale, and Emma’s plain?
. The fields atfum’d ynufual bloom,
.And ev'ry 2¢phyr breath'd pcrfumc.
J"The laughing Sun wjth genial beams
Danc’d liglitly on th* exulting fircams 5 )
And the pale Regencof the pight,
In dewy foftnefs flyed delight,
"Twas Tranfport not to be expreft ;
*Twas Paradife l~——But mark the reﬂ
Two fmiling Springs had wak'd the
flow'rs
That paint the'meads, orfrmgeth" bow'rs;-
(Ye Lovers, lend your wond'ring ears, .
‘Who count by months, and not by. years,}

. Two' {miligg Springs had chaplets wove

"To’crown their folitude and love ;
" ‘Wlien' lo, they find, they can't xcll hovr,

. Their walks are not (o pleafant now,

The Seafons fure were chang’d ; ‘the placc
Had, fome how, gota d'ﬁ“rcnt face.
Somc blaft had ftruck the chearful feene's
The:dawns, the ‘woads were not o grccn.
The porling’ nll,*wluc.x murmus'd’ by,
And once was Jiquid harmony. —_—
- Became a ﬂuggxﬂ\ necdy peol ;.

The days grew hot, theev' ning coo}

" The ‘Moon with all the flarry reign
"Were- Mclzncholy s ﬁlent train,,

And then'the:tedious winter night-a
Tley could not read by eandleelight,
“Full-oft, unknowmg why they'd:d, '
Y hey call'd j in adventitiots aid,

A faithfual favorite dog ("twas lhus .
With Tobit "and Telcmachu:) M
Amus'd their fleps ; and for a whdc .
“They view'd his gambols with'a frmlc._j‘
The Kitten-tdo was corhical; -

. She'play'd fo oddly with her tazl

Or in the. glafs was plcafs d B ﬁnd
- Anuhﬁ;-



