
On the Origin of the Chinefe,
itis infifted, that they fprang from the fame Rock with the Hebrers ànd A.
rabs ; athirdaffertion is that of the. Arabs.themfelves and of M. PAU w, who
holdit indubitable, thattheywereoriginally Tartars defcending inwild clans
from the Rteeps of-.maus; and a fourth, at leat as dogrnatically pronounced as
any of the preceding, is that of the Brährnenstwho decide, withioùt allowing
any appeal from theii decifion, that the Chinas (for fo they are named in San.
fcrit) were Hindus of the C/uatriya, or militaryclafs, who, abandoning the
privileges of their tribe, rambled in different bodies to the north-eaft of Ben,
gal, and, forgetting by degrees the rites and religion of their anceftors, eaa-
blifhedfeparateprincipalities, whiehwereafterwardsunitedin the plains and
valleys, which are now poffeffedby them . If anyone of the thrce lafl ppinions
bejuft, the fir of them mui neceliarily be relinquifhed; but of thofe three,
thefirit cannot pollibly be fifbined; becaufe it reason no firmer fupportthan-a fooli .h rernark, 1h e tru.e or *rle; refits no imrfuprthther falfe, that Sen in Chinefe means life and

rocreation.; and becaufe a tea plant is not more different from a palm, than
a Chinefe from an Arab: they are men, indeed, as the tea and the palm are
vegetables; but humni fagacity could not; I þelieve, difcover any other
trace of refemblarce betweén thern. That the Chinefe were anciently of a
Tartarian fRock, is a. propofition, which I cannot otherwife difprove for
the prefent, than by infif!ing Pn the total diiTimilarity of the two races -in
imanners and artsi particularly-in the fine arts of imagination, which the
Tartars, by .their own account, never cultivated; but, if we fhow ftrig
grounds for believing, that the firft Chinefe were'adually ofàn Indian~race
.it will follow.that M. PAuw and the Arabs are mil4ken: it is tothe dif
cullion of this new .and, in ny opinion, veryintereking point, that I fihail
çonfine the remainder of ny difcourie. -

In the Saufcrit Infritutes of Civil and Religious Duties, revealed, astlie
Eindus believe, by MENU, the fOn of BRAE HM A', we find the following
curious pairage: " Mapy famihies of the military clafs, having gradually ai
" bLndoned the ordinances of the V#a, and the company of the Brdhrnens,
f' lived in a. flate of degradation; as the people of Pundraca.and Odra, thofe
fl of Dravira and Camboja, the Yavanas and Sacas, the Pdradas and P'ah1-
" lavas, th5 Chinas and lbne other nations." A full comment on this, texi
would here be fuperfluous; but, fince the teàimony of the Idi'an aWthor
who, though certainly not a divine perfonage, was as certainly a very ancir
ent lawyer, moralifi, and hifforian, is dired and pofitive, difinterefted andunfufpe&ed, it would I think, decide the quefiion before us, if we could be
fure, that the word China fignified a Chinefe, as all the Pandits, whom .I-ave feparateiy confulted, affert with one voice: they affure me, that thpChinas of ME Np fettled in a fine country to the north-eaU of Çaur, and t'
the eaà of CaMarùp and Népàl; that they have long b a i
fainedas ingenous artificeis; and that they had v been ald Chinrethméves çeen oldÇ/zinefe
adols, whichbore a mqanifeU relatiqn to the primitive religion of ind'ia be-.fore BUpDIA' s appearance, n it. A weil-informed Pandit fhowed me aSanfrri book in Cajmrian letters, which, he faid 'as reeled b S
hiinfelf and entitled Sa cfangama: he read to. me a whole chapter of it onthe-heterodox opinions of the Chi nas,. who were divided f'ys h îuth'rinto near two hundred clans. i then laid before him , map Of Afea; an ,
when I pointed to Çah7iir, his Wrn country, he infantly placed hisfn,-gerpntieorth-wefrnproyicesofÇhina where the C/ inashefaid, fir'f ef

ttblifhec


