2 On the Origin of the Chinefe,
jtis infifted, that they fprang from the fame ftock with the Hebrews and A-
l:aés : athii:iélfertionyis [t)ha; %f the Arabs themielves and of M. PAU w, who
hold it indubitable, thatthey wereoriginally Tarsars defcending in wild clans
from the {teeps of Fmaus ; and a fourth, at leaft as-.dogmqtrcall}r_p‘ropouncgc.l as
any of the preceding, is thatof the @rd}zm{ns,_whgdecxdel. ‘without allowing
any appeal from their decifion, that the Chinas (for fo they are named in San-
fcrit) weye Hindus of the Cfhatriya, or military clals, who, abandoning the *
privileges of their tribe, rambled in different bodies to the north-eaft of Bex.
gal, and, forgettingby degreesthe rites and religionof their anceftors, efta-
blithed feparate pripcipalities, whieh wereafterwards unitedin the plains and
valleys, which are now pofleffedby them, If anyone of the three laft ppinions
bejult, the firft of them muft necellarily be relinquifhed; but of thofe three,
thefirlt cannot poffibly be {ultained ; becaule it reltson no firmer fupportthan
a foolifh remark, whether true or falfe, that Sem in Chinefe means life and
procreation; and becaufe a tea plant is not more different from a palm, than
a Chingfe froman Arab: they are men, indeed, as the tea and the palm are
vegetables; but human fagacity could not; I helieve, difcover any other
trace of refemblance betweén them, - That the Chinefe were anciently ofa
Tartarian ftock, is a.propofition, which I cannot otherwife difprove for
the prefent, than by infifting pn the total diffimilarity of the two races - in
manners and arts;" particularly-in the fine arts of 1magination, which thc
Tartars, by their own account, never cultivated ; but, if we fhow {tron
grounds for believing, that the firft Chinefe were aftually ofan Indian race,
at will follow that M. Pavw and the Arabs are miltaken: it is to the difx
. cuffion of this new .and, in my opinion, very interefting point, that I fhall
 gonfine the remainder of my difcourfe, - Co o
In the Saufcrit Inftitutes of Civil and Religious Duties, revealed, as'the
- Hindus believe, by Menv, the fon of Braunar, we find the following
curious pallage: £ Mapy families of the military clafs, having gradually a.
¢ bundoned the ordinances ofthe 7, ¢da,and the company of the Brdhmens,
¢ lived in a ftate of degradation;; as the people of Pundraca and Odra, thofe
¥ of Drawira and Cambdja, the Yavanas and Sacas, the Pdradas and Pah.
¢ lavas, the Chinas and fome other nations.” A full comment on this, text
would here be fuperfluous; but, finge the teftimony of the Indizn author,
who, though certainly not adivine perfonage, was as certainly a very anci-
ent lawyer, moralift, and hiftorian, is diret and pofitive, difiaterlig mo
unfufpeéted, it would I think, decide the queltion before us, if we conld be
fure, that the word China fignified a'Chinefe, as all the Papdits, whom I
‘have feparately confulted, aflert with one "voice: they affure me, that the
Chinas of Meny fettled in a fine country to the north-eaft of Gd;r' and to
theealt of Camarip and Népdl; that they have long been, and fhll arc,
fammedas ingenious artificess ; and that they had themfelves feen old C/}ihtﬁ
-+ -ddols, whichbore a manifeft relation to the primitive veligion of India be-
fore Bunnua’s appearance init. A well-informed Pangis fhowed me a
Sanferit book in Cafhmirian letters, which, he faid,. Was revealed by Siva
himf{elf and entitled Sadifangama: he read to me a whole ch apter of it on
the heterodox opinions of the Chinas, who were divided. fays ‘the suthor
jnto near two hundred clans. I then laid before him 2 map of 4 {fiz; and,
when 1 pointed to Cafhmir, his gwn country, he,in,ﬁah‘tly: placed his ﬁn,:
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