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both had left school ; but years alterwards it
beenmne Mr. Gladstone’s duty, as Prime Minister,
toofler a Lord Justiceship to George Mellish.
“‘1 wroto to him as ¢ Dear sir,’ " says Mr. Glad-
stone, “ having no idea that I was addressing
an old fag of mine ; but a few days later, as we
were going down to Windsor, we met on the
platform at Paddington, and he reminded me of
the relation in which he had formerly stood to-
wards mo.  All recollection of him hal unac-
countably slipped from my memory, until he
thus unexpectedly reintroduiced himself.”

Another of Mr. Gladstone's fags was John
Smith Munsfield, now a police magistrate at
Marlhorough Street Court.  Mr. Mansficld says
of him: ‘e was not exacting, and I had an
easy time of it. 1 cannot remember doing any-
thing more than laying out his breakfast and
tea tuble, and oceasionally doing anerrand.  As
Gladstone was about five years my scnior, there
was un immense distance between us. | recall
him as a goed-locking, rather delicate youth,
with a pale face, and brown, curling hair—al-
ways tidy and well-dregsed—not given much to
athletic exercises, but occasionally sculling,
playing cricket, and hockey.”

It used to be customary for a boy on promotion
1o the fifth form to give an entertainnent in his
room ; and afterwards to recite a satirical ode,
passing comments on &1l the other fellows in his
bourding-house, These productions were often
very coarse, for it was an understood thing that
the authors of them were never to be molested
by those whom they ahbused. Gladstove in Ais
fi'th form poem erchewed all personalities, but
conveyed his opinion with great vigor oun sowme
of the abuses rife in the school, and in particular
on crueities that used to be practised towards
pigs at the Fton fair that was held every Ash
Wednesday., A barbarous usage had arisen for
hoys to hustle the drovers and then cut off the
tatls of the pigs. Gludstone gave great offunce
by remarking that the hoys \vtfm were foremnost
in this kind of butchery were the first to quake
at the consequences of detection, and he dared
them as they were proud of their work, to sport
the trophies in their hats. O the followin% Ash
Wednesday he found three newly-amputated pig-
hung in a bunch on his door, with a paper beat-
ing this iuscription :

** Quisquis amat poreos, poreif amabitur illis ;
Cauda 8it exemplum ter repetits tibi,”

Gladstone wrote underneath a challenge to
the despoilers of the pigs to come forth and take
a receipt (or theiroffering which he would mark
—* 1n good round hand upon your faces ;” but
the statesman, who, in his seventy-fourth year,
fells trees for atnusement, was already, as o boy,
atough foe to deal with, and his invitation met
with no response. it would be pleasantif one
could add that after this the pigs had a better
time of it ; but their miseries only ceased when
the Ash Wednesday fair was abolished under
Dr. Hawtrey.

A few weeks alter Byrouw's death, Mr. Can-
ning came down to Eaton for the 4th of June,
and found time to have neariy 2n hour's chat
with the son of his principal supporter in the
famous Liverpool election of 1812, Canuing's
career exercired the greatest fascination over
young Gladstone’'s mind, and on that privil-
eged day when he took the Foreign Sceretary to
sce his room, and then walked about college
listening to his advice aud to his remarks about
some of the important tapics of the day, the
fascination became complete and lastieg. [t
was donbtless from a happy recollection of his
own precocity that Canning did not speak to
his young admirer as a boy about childish
things ; he must have seen the sparkle of hero.
worship in Gladstone’s eyes, and 'hv Inid himself
out to produce a deep impression by emitling
on all subjects those generous sentiments which
leave their mark on a Loy's understanding.

Just before Gladstone entered Eton, in 1521,
the Etonian, edited by Winthrop Mackworth
[’raed, had run its short, brillisnt carreer ; and
Gladstone, though a lower hoy, got acquainted
with some of the contiibutors to that periodical,
who used to come and breakfast with his brother
Thoemas. Among them were Richard Durnford
(whom * (ladstone minor™ afterward appointed
Bishop of Chichester), Walter Trawer (who
became Bishop of Gibraltar), Chauncey Hare.
Townshend, and Fdmund Brales {whe acquired
glory of a certain sort during the Hyde Park
riots of 1868.) These school worthies had
acquired a real renown through their writings ;
and as (Gladstone rase to the higher forms, the
purpose of fonnding n magazine naturally sug
pested itself to him as one of the ouly methods
that ley open to him for achieving scholastic
distinctiou.  Nowadays the talents of school-
boys tind plentyof scope in competitions for prizes
and sclmi:u'ships. und, as a consequence, the
varivux Eton periodicals started durivg the last
thirty years have been very poor.  Their statls
bave been recruited from among boys not sue-
e s-ful in sehool work—youthful eccentrics,
tnllers, Mosés, and such like.  But in Glad-
stone's days there were no prizes for scholar-
ships, and very few examinations. When o
Loy had omnce got into the fit.h, he obtained his
removes to the middle or upper division with-
out tria’s, and oventually ascended Lo the sixth
by seniority—there being only trn collegers and
ten oppdang in that head form.  Gladstone was
*rent up” several titmes for his vior vz, bat this
wanx the only honor to whicht he and boys of hix
description could aspire. Thus the very hest
muterial in the school was always availuble for
mdepondent literary work.

It is to by noted, however, that if there was
alwaya plenty of talent st ton, able editors

were as scarce there as elsewhere. The only
three school periodicals which stand out as ex-
ceptionally good—the AMicrocosm, the Efonian,
and the Miscellany—were edited by boys who
possessed great firmuess of character as well ns
genius and judgment. Canning, Mackworth
Praed and Gladstone all knew how to recruit n
staff, keep it up to the best standard of work,
and prevent its members frem falling out. If
he had not become a statesman, he might have
doue wonders in conducting a London daily
newspaper.

Gladstone was always merry enough ; but he
was not one of thoze boys who can he called
“werry fellows,” Whilst he edited his maga-
zine, he used to stupefy his fags by his prodi-
gious capacity for work. }His table and open
burenu would be littered with “copy” and
proofs ; he suffered, like other editors, from the
plague of MSS., and had to read quires of
proffered contributions thut were unacceptable;
aud yet he always fonnd time to do his school-
work well.  Dr. Keate, carper as he was, conld
find no fanlt with him; and even ended by
taking him into special favor, as undoubtedly
one of the best and most undustrions scholars in
the school.  Probably no other boy ever got so
much praise from Dr. Keate as Gladstone did,
when the headmaster said te him :—* You be-
long to the Literati (Pop.), and of course vou say
there all that’s on your mind. [ wish | coniu
hear you without your being aware of mny pre-
sence ; I am sure I should hear a speech that
would give me pleasure.”

The Eton Misccllany continued to appear
until its editor left Eton at Christmas, 1827,
He had theu been a whole yrarin the sixth
form ; but he had not become Captain of Oppi-
dans, for one boy who was his senior remained
at the school much longer than usual; and, as
already explained, places in the sixth were only
to be conquered by time, not by wmerit. Glad-
stone was, however, Pres<ident of the Debating
Society and the acknowledged head of Eton in
literary attainments and oratory.  He helped to
revive the prestige of ““ Pop.,” which was on
the wane when he entered it, though he never
saw it in such a Hleurishing condition as it has
been in these lutter tinmes, when there are al-
ways candidates to fill every wacuucy. In
Gindstone’s days the society often found it diifi-
cult to recruit suitable members. Mr. Mane-
field says of this society :—** Poorly educated as
Etonians were by Dr. Keate, they did a great
dezl in educating each other. The Debating
Society drew their attention to history and poh-
tics ; and all the printed speeches of statesmen
in the last century, and the beginning of the
present, were known to the young debaters.” —
Temple Bar,

TUEITALIAN WARSHIP LEPANTO.

The ceremony of launching this most power.
ful ship of the Italian Navy Las been appointed
to take place at Leghorn to-morrow (Sunday),
in the presence of the King and Queen of ltaly.
We are indebted to Mr. A, Percy lnglis, the
Acting British Consul at that port, for & sketch
of the ¢normous vessel tying ready to be luunched
in the builders’ yard, that of Messrs. Orlando
Brothers. Iu the coustruction of the Duiliv
and the Dandolo, which were double-screw
wurret-ships of the Moaitor type, euch carrying
four 100 ton guns of Nir Witliam Armstrong's
manulacture, mounted in two turrets, the Italian
Navy considerubly surpassed anything yet sup-
plied to thy Koyal Navy of Great Britain. DBut
the ltalia and the Lepanto, apparently, are very
much more formidable ; their dimensions being
as (ollows :-—Length, 122 métres (or 403 {1.);
greatest breadth, not reckoning the armour, 22
meétres 28 centimetres : height at the middle
section, 15 mwotres 20 centiwctres ; medivm
depth of immersion, 8 métres 43 centimdires;
tounage, about 15,000. The Lepanto will have
four 100-ton guns in s central armoured re.
doubt, and ecightcen 44.tou guns in the battery.
There are two serews, each moved by two en-
gines and three cylinders on the Penn system ;
twenty-six boilers, and six fununels.  The ndi-
cated horse-power 1s 18,000 ; the expected speed
is seveuteen miles.  There are only two masts,
which serve for signalbing.  Side armour being
altogether abolished, the system of detence con-
sists in the cellutar deck ol the first battery, the
armour of the main deck, the ion-casing ot the
tunnels aud passages for projectiles, and the
simour of the redoubt containing the tour
caunon., The Lepunto is 22 métres longer than
the Duiliv and  Dandolo, und will have 4,000
wore tounage, abuut 8,000 exira horse-power,
and a covered battery ot eighteen cannon, winch
the above-unned ships have not.  The Lepanto
will therefore be much wore powerful.  Aswnuch
ag  possible, she will preserve the type of a
trigate, dilfering here also trom the Dandolo and
Dilio. She will cost about twenty-four wil-
hous of franes.  Having been constiucted in a
private dockyard, her hall will cost the Govern-
ment wuch less thaw that ol the ftadie, which
was built in a Government dockyard. The
launch might be atteaded with some ditliculties,
or it will be necessary to stop the ship as soon
an she floats by means of large chains to prevent
hor from running against the oppusite side of the
basin, only SO metres distant, Butthe report that
it will be an expensive work to get her out of
the basin wheu ouce atloat is exaggerated, it
being ouly necessury temporarily to remove the
lonting bridge of the dock. At the moment of
launching the hull will weigh about 4,000 touns.
T'he Lepanto was commenced  in September,
1877, and about 700 workmen lave been eon-
stantly employed in her construction.

E STONE WIGGINS, LL.D.

Professor E. Stone Wiggins, whose weather
predictions have given him such wide celebrity,
was born in the County of Queens, Province of
New Brunswick, Canada, December 4th, 1839.
He was edacated in United States and Canadian
universities, having taken his degree of Doctor
of Medicine in Philadelphia in- 1368, and his
Bachelor of Arts at Albert University, Ontario,
the following year. For two years, from 1868 to
1870, he distinguished himself as Principal of
the High School at Ingrrsoll, when he was also
appointed by the Ontario Government a mem-
ber of the Board of Examiners for the examin-
ation of teachers for the Province. In 1871 he
was appointed Superintendent of the new Insti-
tution for the Edueation of the Blind at Brad-
ford, and to fit himself more fully for his special
work and employ skilled teachers, was sent by
his Government to visit various Blind Institu-
tions in the United States. This position he
admirably filled for four years. At the general
election to the Canadian House of Commons in
1878, he was chosen as the Conservative candi-
date for his native county, a strong Liberal
constituency, and was defeated, but was imme-
diately appointed to a position in the Finance
Department by Sir Leonard Tilley, the new
Finance Minister in the Government of Sir
John Macdonald, which then rose to power.

Professor Wigging is the author of several
works on scientific subjects ; his ** Knglish
Grammar for Dominion High Schools” being a
superior work. Two years ago he was a com-
petitor for the Warner prize, offered for the
hest essay on comets, and in the struggle took
second place, thongh no less than one hundred
and twenty astronomers competed. He is a
direct descendant of Captain Thomas Wiggins,
who was sent out in the year 1630 to this coun-
try by Lords Saye and Brook as Governor of
oue of the Massachusetts districts. As is known
to our historians, this family were among the
first to resist the arrogance of the Colonial Go-
veroors) and are credited with having been
among the chief actors who prepared the way
for the Revolution of 1776. The late Stephen
Wiggins, Fsq., of S1. John, great uncle of ’rof.
Wiggins, was oue of the merchant princes of
Canada, and, having won his millions on the
sea, left a large bequest for the education and
support of the children of sailors lost at sea. In
1848 he invested the sum of forty-five thousand
pouunds in the purchase of New York city bonds,
and out of the interest of this fund has receutly
been erected in St. John’s one of the finest
charities in America, known as the Wiggins
Male Orplan Iastitution.

In 1872 Professor Wigygins was married to Lis
cousiu, Miss Susie A. Wiggins, third daughter
of Capt. Vincent W. Wiggins, of Queens, New
Branswick. This is the lady to whose zeul and
talent is duoe the passage through the Canadiau
Senate, two years ago, of the well ku~wn Bill to
legalize marriage with a decessed wife's sister.
Fraring a second defeat of the measure, she
bravely eutered the Senate, and by her pleasant
manner and persuasive arguments, converted
her minority into a majority. Her letters signed
“Gunhilda,” and addressed to the Right Rev.
the Lord Bishop of Ontario, to whose unwise in-
terposition she attributed the defeat of the Bill
in the first instance, were read with great iuter-
est both in this country and the United States.
A number of ladies interested in the passage of
this Bill have ewployed Mr. F. Danbar, the
Dominion sculptor, to execute a bust of this
lady, which is to be placed in the Dominion Li-
brary at the capital.  Already it is said to be a
striking likeness.

A FETE AT THE PARIS CPELRA.

GOUNOD AND BOITO.

On the 31st of March a great fite for the
benetit of the suflerers frem the floods in Alsace
and Lorraine will be given at the Opera House,
Paris. The musieal portion of the entertain-
ment was organized by Louis Besson, of the
Erenemend, wha addressed himself in the fiest
place to MMe. Ambroise Thomas, Gounod and
Massenet, Thomas, asa native of Metz, as di-
rector of the conservatory aud the compo.er of
¢ Hamler,” at ones promised his assistance, Mas.
senet the same ; with Gounod, Besson had a
long interview.  He wished to produnce Boito's
** Mefistofele.”  H-had secured the services of
Madam Salls, who had created the piece at St
Petershurg, and of M. Gailhard, wha created it
at London, as well as Boito's consent. Bat of
course, when “‘ Mefisofele ™ s mentionrd,
¢ Faust ” is thought of. The two pieces have
nothing in common except that they are loth
based on Goetha's poew, still it was feared that
there might be some objection on the part of the
illustrions Frenchman. Besson called and found
Gounod smoking in a gray coatand a ecap on
his head. ¢ For Alsace ¥ he replied when the
object of the entertainment was mentioned.
“Yes, | am with you. 1am very busy. 1am
growing old, but your proj-ct is one to which I
must associate myself.  What do you want me
to do 77 The case was laid before him. ¢ Sthall
I conduet the performance of *Gallia’ or of an
act of ¢ Romeo? Dispose of me, You have kept
a good place for Ambroise Thomas. e is our
master.”  ‘Then touching the piaue he saug the
waltz before the scene of Opkelia iu the fourth
act.  ““And Mozat,” he continued, ** you have
not forgotten him, that divine master 7" And he
sang the air of the quintette from “Cosi fun
tatti.” © And Rossint ! and Massenet 1" ““Naow,

master,” hegan Besson, ¢ we reach a delicate
point. There is in the world a Mephisto floating
about abroad. »

‘“Boito? Certainly ; and here yon have an
opportunity to produce it.”

“1 came to ask your advice.”

“My advice is, give it. Do not hesitate.
Eoito sent me the score ; Iread it ; it interested
me much, He is an [talian who hay studied the
German music, and who, while remaining a
thorough Italian, has known how to appropriate
the tendencies of the new school. Twenty-two
years ago, when [ produced * Faust' at Milan,
Boito was the leader of the youth and gave mea
superh féte. He was one of the most enthusiastic
apostles of French music in Italy. The least |
can do is to do for him in France what he did
for me in Italy. My ¢ Faust’’ hag no connee-
tion with his ¢ Mefistofele.” 1 wrote my score
after Berlioz had written the *Damnation of
Faust.” Why should not a third treat the sub-
ject after me? Give *¢Mefistofele,” I will an-
swer for its success.”

A MUSICAL BED.

A musical bed is no longer a myth. A
Rajah who desires to remain incognito has just
ordered a couch worthy of the Arabian Nights.
The bedstead is made of rosewood, covered with
plates of silver, embossed or engraved. The
style of ornamentation is, on the whole Indian ;
but the roses, ears of corn, vines and the like
are modelled in the European fashion. The

mattress is in bleu clair damask richly embroi-
dered. When one lies down the music beging
to play. The Rajah did not select the airs, but
the maker of this piece of furniture chose them
from the repertoire of Gounod, who must be
immensely flattered by learning that he soothes
to sleep such a wealthy and whimsical potentate.
The spring, which sets the music iu motion,
likewise acts on four figures. These figures are
paioted to the life, and have wigs of diverse
hues—blonde, black, red and chestnut—and
clad only with a bracelet on the right wrist.
They wave over the Rsjah's recumbent form
fans formed from the feathers of the white pea-
cock, or the tails of the sacred Yak. One of the
figures ‘represents a Greek, one a Spaniard, one
an]{talian, and one a Parisienne. May he sleep
well !

DEATH ON THE STAGE.

A tragic event is announced from Sinigaglia,
the death of the tenor Ronconi. The theatre
was crowded, the orchestra began to play, the
curtain rose. Ronconi as Fieust was seen sitting
in a chair. The public welcomed him with ap-
plause, he tried to rise up and return his thanks,
but was unable to do so, and, trembling allover,
sank back. He uttered some phrases which
were quite devoid of sense. The orchestra con-
tinued to play, but the tenor remained mute.
Many thought that the actor was druok, and
expressed great indignation. Rouconi sat still,
with his eyes glassy and unmowving; his lips
were in motion ; his month opened and shut;
but nota word or a sound proceeded from it. He
raised his hand painfully to his head. The pubdb-
lic continued to hiss. The manager then came
forward and endeavored to explain that the
actor was seized by a sudden panic. Hisses
continued with redoubled force, and the curtain
fell on a death scene. Ronconi expired at
three o’clock in the morning without having re-
covered consciousness. This Ronconi was the
son of the celebrated baritone Ronconi, the con-
temporary of Lablanche, Grisi and Alboni.

LITERARY.

Tur Earl of Rosslyn has in press & velume of
poetry, principatly sonnets.

Dr. 0. W. HoLMEs is to write a life ¢f Emer-
son tor the series of ** American Menof Letters."”

CaanLes A, Daxa, editor of the New York

Sun, has purchased o one hundred and fifty thousand
dollar house.

TroMmas G. AprpLETON has given five thousand
dollars for the endowment of the wouen's annex at
Harvard College.

Messks, Brack, of Edinburgh, are issuing a
new illustrated edition of the Waverley novels, in
twelve volumes,

T admirers of the old religions elassie of
the ** Lmitation of Christ,” by Thomas & Kempis, will
weleome the book n the style of the parchinent
Shakespeare. The publishers annonnce in the same
form the poems of Horace and French Lyries.

HoxorasLE FREDERICK Birnixes, of Woed.
stock, who purchased the library of the late George I
Marsh for tif teen thousand dollars and presented it
to the University of Vermont, has now given that in-
stitution seventy-five thousand Jdollars tor a library
building.

Proressor HUXLEV said in a recent lectura
that he had no sympathy with # kind of sect or horde
of seientitic Goths or Vandals who think that it would
bo proper and desimble to sweep away all other forms
of sulture and instruetion except those in physieal
seivoee,

Woxet Crixe Foo, the editor of the Chinese-
American, i about to begin the translation into Eng-
lish of ** The Fan Yong ; or, the Royal Stave,” the
most populnr of Chineso historical novels, The ro-
wmance was written two thousand two hundred yenrs
ago by Kong Miog.

Laxpuarks of English Liternture, by Henry
J. Nieotl, is an admirable attempt to simplify and
abbreviate the learner's course throngh the inmense
resumulation of Baglish Literary production. The
author has n elear view of the value of the hest, and

he winuows the wheat from the chatt with an unspar.
ing hand.
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