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À. discussion, vhicli iuy ibc convenieîutly in-
diugtcd ly the familiar expression used irat lu
concetian with the Captain ai H.i%.S. Pins-
fore, bas been recently carried ail i a portion
ai the daily press. The atars ai thc periad arc
accused af doiug, ta a monstrous exteut, that
whlclî lMr. Bradiaugh declies, or begau with
delining, ta do. lnstead ai reinsing ta tale
any oatb, tlîey insist. it is said, ripou swearing
in season and ont ai seasan. TIhie atînasplere
of thîe stage is represented as lheavy with execra-
tions ; aud altiioughi, iin the particular draina
conplainced ai, tuehe accurs, ' The danîîîs
have had their day,' tliey are [oînd ta bu as
îîrosperotisas ever. 1 Damu>,' tîte poet Blake lias
reinarked, ' strengtiîeîs, lless relaxes ;' snd if
thc stilzuulatiuîg el'ect ai thc inîprecatiàîî is not
caifiied ta hini whoa utter.4 it, there are certain
pisylionse, atteudanco at whicl sliould operate
as a taule with Uice playgocr. No anc can dot
Uic substantial nccîraey of the charge iow made.
Words are sytcmatically dinnied juta cars polite
with atu nureserve and a lavisliîncas that would
have astounded a farmuer generation. [t is not
only iniiehe Jiralsaîîd thc otliercaîiîedies takeu
from the repcrtory ai tlhe igliteenth century
tlîat this is doue, aud thie excuse cannot be
pleadcd thiat the audience is biug introduccd ta
tîte habits of. a bygone tiuc. 'The art ai Shieri-
dan cnaot lbe reproduccd, but lus oaths cati. It
is in thc conedies af to-day tlîat the offensive
monosyllable and the appeals ta the Creator'
priucipally sud most gratuitonsly cceur. ''liec
hero af a piece finda hinîselfini a ludierous or
perplexing 'or aniiaying situation. 1-c reileuis
for a moment, loks aronn)d Ihlm uad slowly
ejaculates « a big, big D.' If I{amlet lîved ta-
day, iali lMs solilaquies would have licouîmc-
placed by thie word wlîiuh ti Captain ai the
Piuîafore ' haîrdly ever' uttercd. li t te samne
way thc liamte ai tît e)ity la systemnaticahiy lu-
troduced witliout any knot wortliy ai sud .a
solution prcseoting itself. 'rte modern play-
wrgit., inîbued, as lie naturally is, with Gallie
ideas, wauld seenita thiuk that thue exclamation
lie places so freqncnitly in the lips afi lus drantis
ycrsoiice is the exact equivalent ai the Frenîch

Mon 1Dieu !' ilerclu le shows Itixuseli a hes
adroit adapter than in other respects, sud iîhis
cluuîsy renderiîîg ai the phrase cou'eyed the
saite impression toaa French as ta anr Englisli
audiencei-tle former would certaifly not taler.
ste it.

I tlîiugs go oui at tliis rate it wîll bc necessasry
ta terrify aur actars withî santie ai the tonies
wlîich used ta be rclated, in order thtat yoning
people mgît aluni aIl approasul ta blasphemous
laiignagc. If a littie boy uvas overhicard ta say
a uaughty word, tlîirty yeas's go, lis iuî'se or
Ilia parent straighttway rccounited hîow thme saine
expressionî, coiug front otherjuveniîie.lips, lad
causcd the dooni ai suddcn uldeath ta descend
tîpon the imuhliaus turchiiî, or liow suiotiiet' pîodigy
ai infantile depravity 1usd been visited uith iti-
stantanleaus.bs ai vision, because lie disobeyed
thc scriptural monitionî, ' Swcar îiat ut ail.'
Evert sud minor inîprecations as 1 drat,'
'.botîter,' 'confoutid,'asnd haug' werc puiislied.
or were punishable, witiu aundry plîysical pains.
If Ëtoscius were seizod itlx momnentary aphasia,
wlicn ho la on the point aifî'apping ont ane ai
the î,rofanitîes whicb, with the help ai a little
aîîtitlîesis, serve as substitutea for, epigram ni
flobortsaniaîî comedy, no otier çathu wotld eve.r
again proceeed froîn beiind the iootliglts. Yet
it isa dot sa muai thtc' big, big 1' whiichCulit-
stitutes the innîovationî tlat lias hately crepit ilita
stage dialogute as thc frequient tise ai the nsine
ai Omniipotence. Thiere are nutany Cars tlîat eaui
tolerate Uhecoatli, but thtat are oll'êtudfd by tha
einplayn eît ai the word, wvitbout which the
Cathî would mennothiug. It is passible, thaît
we are iidobtetl far theo customi, wlîicli lis ru'
cently spriuîg p, ta the farce ai' Frenchu ex-
amplie. Othürs iay tiiuk thiat it is ta bcecx-

plilîec by the fashîiouable agiosticiaii the
îeiod. W'c1,110w wist l'rovidoeiec is aucori-
inug i o Mr. liiatt lien' AArnold ;and iv hé1u îlie
Diviniity Caule crosolved bit a ustireail iiiîn
cuces, or into anit imersonatl tendocuy, tîtere
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May, perlîaps, seeni alighît objection lnu tsiug s
word whuose connotative power la 50 ltazy. From i
this point ai view, thc practice wlih is naw j
dcnouuuced on tîhe stage is neot deliberatcly basa'
pheniaus, but is merely illustrativ ofaithc popu-i
har reaction againat dogunatie thcology. Anuiin-
tercsting youlig prig lias receutly witten a
treatise ta tell tus that, wbile lie believes in an
inmmortality, le csnnot bclieu'c lu a God. The
eccentricities ai athueiaîn are at leat as atraulge
as the extravagances ai superstition ; and, per'
laps, at somne future time the 'lbig, big D3" will
be pain ted ta as a proaf thuat thc Britishu play-
goer at the end aiftce nineteenth century luad
i'eîadiated the doctrine ai eterual puniabmnent,
sud the copions imtroductioutnifthc most auguat
oi monosyllables wil le cited. as evidence that
lue was much ai thie sanie way ai thin king as thue
atthot'o ai crhy anîd Culture.

'T'ie 1)ractice ceîîsured on the%! age suggests :fn
iuterasting question. If it la the btusiness oi
the actor ta serve as a nirror ;ri(. an echia ai
N'attire, luow far dcs le lu this respect show

fortli the expicas image ai bis tige, sud doca
there exist thie uaterial for' a lonily vluiciu
nigbft bce eutitlcd 'liais' ie swear naw 1V A
distiîguuished Bishiop rccently rcmutrked that
suvcariuig was au cvii sud vulgar hnbit, 'hiuhu
1usd couipietely died aout witlmiuîthe liinits ai bis
own experiemîce. Wheiî ltc was a youtng mau,
lue added, people, even in respectable sud poite
circles, swvore as bion ibly as thc aruny ever sivare
lu Fîsuiders ; uow lihe uever lucard aun oatî in a
drawiuug-room. or iu lis club. Perhaps, hoe
n8ïrely sdded, siter al, even lalîtual swcairers
wonhd restrainîthtenselves iii thc presence ai a*
prehate. Tîere n'as bot satirean sudnsoimd ses
in thisreinai-k, It orreutlyasud conipendiounsly
suîs ut) aIl tluat uel le said about theme atter.
In Uhc aocicty thiat Bishmopsansd 1Prime Ministors
frcquent, collaquisl ostlîs iMay be prouounccd
absolete ; but it would be too niuîch ta say thuat
thte ' big, big W' is nover lucard. ThueoatI is nea
longer the backbouue ai polite cou.veisation ; it
serves ratieu'aq an incidentai eniflellisuuîemmit.
The oitli, iii othuer words, is nat uecogîized-as
it n'as ini thue tiun of oi'row or even Melbourne
-as aut cssentiîti elemiemt imu conversationu. It
lias, in filet, bast its official caste. lu parhianiu-
tary lire it bas "olue as- mmcli outaif falion as
thc habit ai quotiug Virgii andi Horace. But
it rotairus its rank in pnivate lufe, sud even gen-
lemnofiretined inanners, fastidiauma tasto, sud
uiupachable nuorals oucasioîiaily iîmduhge ln

tîte ejatilatiomus w'lhil isbops and tPriume 2Miii-

isters uever bear. Swearni l, of cour'sc,mu
siliy, senseleas, sud pornicious habit ; the saine
uuay be said ofisunoking--with 'huichu, iudeed,
swearing n'as aiten aliteratively bracketed-auud
suuIl-takiuîg. At the saune tinme, tîtere is net
nunch Prospîect ai its ever beiuug wluolly super.
seded. The truth la-il upon suclu a subjeet
the truith mnay le spokn-the explotive n'bichu
beginus with the fourtît letter ai the alphabet is
a compendiaus formn of expression, for wrliel no
exact equivalent eau bc founn. It comprises a
caniplete gu'ouup aiofmotiaîîs and semnsations
wuitluium tue inits ofaaiuugle syllable. tilavery
wraug, luit very canvemicît. It l is iitie
expediuit for.the relief of the avcrwrought
mind l uit for ahI that it udîiîisters relief lu s
sensible degrcc. As for its excessive use on thte
sta-CI, iarousonmay, lierîapa, le founud for that
wihe lias not boen uemtiouued bere. Belind
the footlghtta it la perma jus ta le regarded as in-
dicative ai a protest against, auud a reaction
itoîn, tho mincing prattlc smd :tîte cfl'cmiuate
expressions whil are umiow supposeul ta le char-
acteristuc ai good societ.y.

G0 SIP 0F THE WRL'K.

i'reiîaratious for thc Cîrnivul aifuîcxt %week
are leiumg puslued ait on al aides, sud evcrything
prophucies a uot autccessfuul issle ta thue uuîdor-
takimmg. Ahreuudy tîte prinucipal lbatela are bogiuu-
niuig ta m-d'se accommtuodatiomn tal the tardy ap'
hlicanîts, anîd Souitueil is likely taen'elcoiuue a
erouvîl01 st'auugeu-s hargeî' eveii-,tliaii wus amtici-
î'atud. Nom is.tluemeauîy ressatta forir thtat tîme
welcone itachi n'ill fahî short of. aur expectatiaus.1
Pi'le vaini oitiuunittccs ueport flood Pra"teýCssini
aIl the uîapartmeut, suadw pt rif iobably le
thuel' e'tumrc afthue u'cek, thie-lce IPalace, is
«rownîg l:uy li.y dîuy iuta influepiiar uroilor-

t mua, îu pit ai luodehuysezt:siouîeul b)y theie
extrucoclditess ai thue weutluer, autd the diiu

A'

culty ef getting moen to wvork at the low tcxnpcr.
attire which has prevailed. We need, now only
a week of uninterrupted fille wcathcr, witb,
perhaps, a slight rise af the nicrcury, to insuro
a perfect sucocess, and the indications are that we
shall not be disappointed.

Our own ellforts ta add ta the pleasure of tbew
festival have rcsulted in the production af a%
double Carnival nuinber, printed ini colars, hop--
ing thereby ta perl)etuate, the miemory of what.
will bc an cra in the hiistory af winter sports ini-
Canada. The colored illustrations, a fuliliEst of'
which will bc iounid in another part of this page,.
wili be in every way sîîited l'or preserving, by-
frarning or otherwise, and %vil], we hope, addJ
largely ta the interest ivith which the accouints
af the Carnival ;vill be reucived by those who
have net the gaod fortune ta bc present in pier-

We 1,nblisli this week, aibeit soinewhat tar-
dily, a portrait of' the nlew Archibishiop of Car%-
tcrbury, of-whase personality 1 spoke two issues
back.- It is rather uoticeable thatIr a'
IIre4 ,kl, iii an otherwisc well written article ont
the sLibjeCt, spcaks or Dr. Benson as an adherentý
ai the Broad Church party, ta whieh indeed the-
traditions ai the Archiepiscopate miay seeni ta.
]lave a Ieaniîîg. As a muatter of faut, whcen the-
present Aruhibishop %vas appainted ta the ncwly--
created Sc of irura; gareat.hopes iwere entertaîx--
ed that, bis viewvs would at all events net go be-
yand those oi lis late patron, the Bishop of
Linegçhî. But bis unicornpraînîisiug, utterances
in reference ta Chureh imitters, aud espqcially
his scauit taleranue oaiToncoiforiiiity, as cvinced
l'y his attack ounUiheiiberation Saciety, have
long eitîce show l Hi ta bc a decided i ih
Chiirchinan, sud as stuchi destincd ta bring about
sanie Very deoided chanlges ,llî the feelinlg Witil
whlîi that party bas been regsrded. The best
known and most c'laracteristic ligure iii theu
.Bread Clhti'ch rauîks la still Prof. Jowett, ai'

lal.lial, anîd between bîini sud llenson there pro.
bably cxists as little real synmpathy ar views, -asý
similarity ai uharauter snd appearanuc. True,
as lias been remai.rkedl, Benson wiu a great ad-
mirer, and in soine senee a profdge ai the latc?
Sainuel Wilberfarce, but spart irom thc doubt-
fnl allegiance whieli " Soapy Sani" bcstoweil
upon any eut anîd dried party in, the Churchr
there ire, ut al avents, as ardent admirers ar
the lits Bisliop or Oxford anîongs9t the ranks co.
the extreme 1 ligli Chînrch party as anywhero elsis
lu the Clîur.li.

It la, 1 believe, a fact not gcierally knomei
that the 1Hebdoînadal Counicil at Oxford bas just.
throwvu ont a proposai ta admit ladies ta the.
LUniversity dogree by a miijority ai oul y [jve
votes. Lady seclolars uiay, therofore , hoiie th lt.
their righits will uaw be carly recagnized nt Ox-
iord-probably within the iiext year.

Autlîaîîy Trollope was wont ta say that hoe was
the miost volumins oai aIl novelists ; anid, con-
sideriug the coniparatively short ti ic withiiiî
wlîich hoe did lus work, lie wvas certainly, very
voluininous. Bur lie mnust surely bie nowlwe
with Mrs. Oliphant. Thîis lady lias at theelire.
senittimne ollc novel, " The Ladies Linidorets,"
runuing tlîrongh Blackwiiootl's Mlag(tziiw ; an-
other, I"Thc \Vizard's Son," ruuuing thraughi
ilJwnîillait's a stauy, «' The Lady's walk,,"
publishîing in Lgrc~'. Besides this, silo
edits Blaekwood's Fored çiba asics for- EniýqiisIi

anadr,"sd writ es not a iew ai thtoni. Only
the aUîer dlay she produced thîree lar-ge volumes.
ai wliat silo called A Jfisior'p of Evyiilisit Liter-
eture su; ad îîow yet anotiter uovel is advcrtised
by. Messrs, 1Ilurbt & Blackett, It. mis a Lov'er
odAci s Lass. A u'ondcrinl wauuan, iiîdeed i
Snecll work, as tlîis ceases, ai, course, ta bie an in*
tellectuad question ; it becouîes purely a physical
anle. 11oW, bcil)g SUpplied .olily, ,as aile pc
stuntcs, wi th the ordinaî'y unîber ai bauds sud
[jugers allottod tao a lînman, bein-lîaow does she
dIo it 1 Certaiuly she unnt grunuible aganiust Uic
îîiggalrdiuess of Nature, as another wonderi «ul
wami aiofaxicient tines didi. But the latter
-nîumartali',ed hîy Gibbon, or,. as saine say,

sladerd-cnilaioedaibeiîîg rtîddinit
very diffl'entoîit e ai business.


