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: Ab, frantle fear

L . Léee, I sce thee near; : ]
-1 lnow thy hurried step, thy haggard eye!

" Like theu 1 sturt, uk..- thee dliordered 11y

! Lo(l-m.

IN w remote district of enuntry belonging to Lord
illis, between Ayrshire and Galloway, nbout
three_hundred - years. ago, & moor of apparently
boundless extentstretehed several miles along the
road, nuil wearied the eye of the raveller by the
i - snmeness and desolation of its nppenmmc- notu
.- tree varied_the prospect—not u shrub enlivened
:'the eye by-ils freshness—not o mative- flower

bloomed to mlorn zlu> ungenial soil. One * lone-

ary 'ernn-'cr as he tl‘mcr;u] its dro'u_y e\tom
When sc\cm\ persons,

mqun ms of lllci

) ixie(l'
of the persons in® quc:lxon, nor” of ‘atiy pl.nw
of concealment \\luch could be o refugefor the
lnwless un(l‘ dcspcrnw to horde in, lu, as inqui-
.y’ bee c.-suu.u.-r, “und the, dx:nppcumm.o of in-
duxduul:. more- trequent, the simple inhibitants-
 of then bgnng hamlets were agitated by tho
most fearful apprehensions. Some declared that
nllues: of the night wus often in-
terrupted by:sudden und’ prelcmmur.nl ries. of
" 106re than mortel nn-rulsh, which scemed to nnse
m lhl.- dlsmnu.-' und i ahcpherd ong e\cum" w ho

srainse ench other;w 1th :upernuturnl
| ntlength ot of l.hem \nlh [ l'rl"hr.-
" fal ser ean,’ suidunl_) snnl into
Grnduull) ‘lhe inhat ‘tunts d

some dc;cn rem_hed zlu. ho LOll on: o\er_) snde.

' known to have
pussed thet way, xm:lenon:l) n:uppenrcd the 4.

Llunucd Lllcu\ to. this :ulmu') aud m\stemuua
spat.: Lravellers who frequented this road now
did'so’in groups: to, protecet each’ other; and it
night ov crlook thent, they - usunlly stopped at the
humbte Lotxn"e of the old woman and her sous,
where cleunlmess compnnamcll for the; want of
lu\urv and where, over s blazing fire of peat;
“the bolder spirits smiled at the imuginary terrovs
of the road, and the more timid trembled as they
Tistened to the tales of terror and affright \\uh
which theix hosts entertained them.

Ounie gloomy and tempestuous night in Novem-
ber, u- pedlar-boy - hastily waversed the: moor.
Terrified to find himself involved in durkness

} umidst its boundless wastes, u thousand frightful
) tenditions, éonnected with this dreary scene, dar-

ted across his mind—every blust, s’ it swept
in hollow gusts over the heath, seemed to teet
with the Sl"ll: of dcpnrzml spirits—and-the birds
ns they winged their way above his hend; uppear-
el to’ warn; him’ of uppm'u.hulf' dun"cr. “Tho

( i whistle with \\huh he usml)) Deguiled Liis weairy

3 pilgrimage, died nway into silence; and he "ropml

i ulong with trembling and uu<.emun steps, which
g so\mdcd 106 luudly in his ems. The promise “of

gr.uplurc owune(l lo his momm) ) und remedl
cour
doserl. and ‘a8 an” lntlul"-plm.c in 1he storm.”
« Surely,”, thought he, +* though alone, l amn nol-
_lar.mlmu-' une
on his lips. .
A light now ghmmex cd in'the dm'm(.e which
 would lcud lum, he wn]ecuued 16 the cottage of
the old wi omnn- “ind towards that he cugerly bent
“his way, mnemlml ingas he lmstened nlong, that
W hcn lle lu(l \'xsncd it thc ar before, it was in
c.umpun_) iwith o large pmt_y of travellers, who,
had Leguiled thc evening with those tales of mys-"" .
tery which had'so lately filled bis brain with jm= |
nges of terror. e recollected, too, how anxtou
ly-the old woman and her two sons. had eade
“voured to detain him whien the other travelless

were departing, and now, therefore, he confident-.,
y auticipated a cordial and cheering reception.
Mjs first enll, for admission obtained no visible
mmLs of attentidn, but instantly the greatest ;
_noise und confusion br evailed. within the cottnge.
They think it is one of Llu. buperxmturuhx:mun.:,
of whom' lhc‘ old ludy talks so mucly; thought the
boy, nppro’u.hm"' awindow, where the lighe with-
in showed hini ylt the inhabitunts oo lhcu‘ sevoral,
oceupations; theold woman’ was hastily serubbing
the stone floor and strawing it lhu.l\l) over with .

“sand, \\lul(, llc LWo SOnS suumcd withequal hasto

tiusting 501, q.llnn"lur"emu] heuvy intoan

chost, \\hu_h they enrefully locked. "Tho .-

“huy in'n |rohcl.somc mood’ l.lm'
vihe \umlow whah ll)_c) ul_lmslnmly started up

'hllcssl) tapped 1




