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Mothersiin-law appear to be the most
unfortunate  institution in all our do-
mestic system. From the way that a great
many writers refer to them, one would
bo led to suppose thoy are a classof be-
ings little less dangerousthan hunmnmon-
sters,  What s the cause of all this fault
finding and difheulty {  Trery cannot
tell,

The difliculty is notreally a sentiment-
3 one, nor does it exist in imagination
only. Justice Duily, of New York, has
recently given his experienco in regard to
this matter. e said: “Sinco I have
been on the Beneh I have had before me
over one thousand eases of abandonment,
and in ghuost every instance the mother-
in law made the whole trouble.”  Truvrn
would now liko to hear from some of our
Canadian justices on the mattor.  Surely
itis not so bad here, but cenough cases
keep constantly cropping up to convinee
the most skeptical that a great deal of do-
mestic difliculty here arises fronvthe snime
source. What is the true solution of the
diftficult problem 2 Will some wise man
= ris¢ and explain.  Selomon must havo
had a good deal of mother-in-law experi-
ence, but if he had sy trouble from that
source he was wise cnough not to say
anything about it.  But Solowmon did not
live in tho nincteenth century.

The poor people, especially the laboring
women, will bo great sufferers beeanse of
these hard times.  The amount of com-
pensation many of these poor creatures
receive for their hard work is something
pitible to think of. A Now York paper
states that in that city woemen are now
making “hickory,” or coarse, shirts often
at as low a rate as one and one half cents
cach ; and Better classes of sewing are
paid for at absolutely starvation rates. It
can hardly be possible that any such
prices arcat all general, but they may be
a good deal more general than many sus-
pect.  God help the poor women who are
struggling to keep tho wolf from the doory
at any such rptesasthese! It is not pro.
bable that watters have come to gny such
pass asthat in Canada yet.  No doubt,
however, many menand womnen aro work-
g hard for very inadequatc pay, and
many others cannot get wuik to du at all.
Little wonder that, under such circum.
stances, somany are tempted to drown
their troubles by whiskey, or to resort to
theft, or oven to suicide. During the
present  winter persous of benovolent
hearts will find ample opportumtics of
uscfulness all over the country.

There 1s evidently a good deal of difhi-
culty and dissatisfactaion ameng  certamn
members of the Orange body 1 Canada
Just now ; but as 1t 13 asort of fanuly dif-
ficulty Trirn will not pretend ta put its
wnsein.  Certain men have evidently at-
tempted to uso the ergamzation for polin.
cal party purpescs, and to outsiders it
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looks as though they had been pretty sue-
cessful in their attempts.  Ono hears a
good deal more smd about parties than
about ereeds in connection  with Orange-
s these days,  There can Lo no doabt
a great wany look upon the ergamzation
as & political yather than a religious one.
It is now ampounced that a schism has
oceurred m consequence of the dissatis-
faction existing, and a *‘Loyal” Orange
order is ta bo cstablished.  Whether the
movement has its origin  with certain
“‘goro heads,” such as are sure to turn up
in the ranks of any such institution, or
whether the feeling is pretty widespread,
‘Treri does not pretend to know.  Timeo
will tell.  Jf the organization is heing
perverted from its legitimate purposo
there should be a cleansing cftfort made.
But the doctors differ about that partic-
ular question, and Trent will not under-
tako to decide.

Ono thing is evident enough :—The
party leaders during the past three or
four years have been doing their very
best to use the Orange question to
further party ends.  ‘TruTn does not now
refer to the members of the Order, but to
the party wire pullers outside of the or-
ganization. The Incorporation bills have
been, mn turn, mado a source of embarrass-
ment to the leaders of buth parties, and
the end is not yet.  Outside of the actual
politicians, prubably few would objeet to
tho legal incorporation of the Order, but
8o long as it may serve as such a fruitful
source of political agitation and some
political profit, so long will the partizans
on both sides keep up a lively fight. If
the Order itself does not yet receive seri-
ous injury out of these lively skirmishes
of the politiciansoverits situation, TrueTn
will be a good deal surprised.

Lennox is to have another election pro-
test—the third within one year! Lennox
county seems to have more than its share
of political squabbles, and thateis saying
a good deal.  Last year Sir Johu was ¢l-
ected for the constituency and his clection
Awas voided, on protest, beeauso of bribery
by agents. A few weeks ago Mr., Allison
was clectedin Sir John's stead, and nowa
protest has been made against him. With

inayear Mr, Ruo was elected for the Local
Legislature awd there was a protest, but
at the trial the court decided in his favor,
and fram that decision an appeal was
made to the Court of Appeal, and the
caso 18 now pending. Besides all these
there are seventeen cases for damages for
personal bribery now entered against Mr.
Reein connection with Sicdohn's election,
and the lawyers are just now mising the
usual number of legal technicalities to
prevent the cases coming to trial.  These
clection trmals are, no duubt, great fun
for tho lawyers.  They usually stnke a
rich well paying vem [down n tho bettem
of them, but they are not much satisfac-
tion to anyone else.  The habit of vesust

mg to appeal m connection with every
clection must have become a nuisance to
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the courts, and it has certainly beeome a

serious burden to the country,  Theve is,
undoubtedly a good deal of vexations
litigation of this kind, tending more to
gratify politival spite and personal spleon
than to further the ends of justice. How
ever if bribery and corruption exist pretty
generally, and cannot - be stamped out in
any other Way, lot the political dogs of
war bo let loogse.  Semebody will have a
bige bill to pay for all this sport.

An attempt is now boing made to have
the Seott Act repealed in Princo County,
Prince Edward Island. The necessary
number of clectors have signed a petition
asking that tho question of repeal shall
be submitted, and the Government pro-
clamation has been published, ordering
the vote to botaken. Tho Scott Act has
been adopted in every municipality in
tho Provinee of I'rince Edward Island,
and the law hag been in forco throughout
the cntive island for somo years. .\ good
deal of interest will now be felt in the re-
sult of the repeal vote,  The reports
have been that the law has not been well
cenforced there, and if these statements
are correct there need bo no wonder that
it is not popular. Most license laws are
proverbually poorly enforced, bhut not
much noise 18 mads over that fact. Sume-
thing clso hawever, is evidently expected
in regard to a prohibitory law, Up till
this time the Scott Act has never been ro-
pealed in a numicipality where it was
adupted.  An attempt was mado at re-
peal at Fredericton, N.B. last year, but
it failed.

TRUTH rejoices at the anneuncement of
the fact that the long pending Boundary
Award difliculty is to bo settled at last.
There have been years of unnecessary de-
lay, and thouzands and thousands of dol-
lars of the public money wmecessarily
spent in the fruitless endeavors to settle

1o question ~ if endeavors they could be
called.  Both the Dominion and the Pro.
vincial Government have prelonded to be
anxious for a speedy settlement of the
whale difficulty, lut it is as clear as noon-
day that both were not honest inthemat-
ter. Had they been, =ome means of get-
tuig at it could have been reached loug
aga.  Let us hape there will not now be
any unnecessar) delays or subterfuges re-
surted to.  The interests of the peaple of
the disputed termitory, and the interests
of the pubhic generally, are suffering be-
cause of the delay.

The fact is, Ontariv has been mther
shabbily treated in connection with this
Buundary dispule Lusiness,  Years agu
thero was an agreement entered into, in
undoubted faith, between the Dominion
and the Ontari: Gavernments to settle
the whole questivn Ly arbitration,  Tens
of thousands of dellars of the puthic money
was expended in comnection with that ar.
bitration, and three men of honar and
ability camnestly applied themselves to the

task, nover doubling but their decisivn
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would be aceepted. To have the result
of the whole work kiched over ag 4l
legal,” after so mueh pains and evpenne,
waa not just the thing ta be expeeted,
Under the circumstances it was a pretty
serious thing to repudiate such an aword,
and that hetween two and threo yearm
ghould b allowed to pass between making
the award and making the anneuncement
of its illegality, if the caso was so clearas
somo now inform us it is,

Many of the friends of Siv John's Gov.
coimment, and somo of its members— the
Hon, Minister of Customs, for oxample.—
have not hesitated to say on public plat-
forms that our provinco is entitled to
torg territary than oven the Award apo-
cities, and yet, five years after such lns
been made, Ontario has not received con-
sent to oceupy one acro of the land peace-
ably. Thero may bo legal technicalitios
it may be that the decision of a Court
would Jook more like tho Jawyer's way of
doing business than a friendly arbitration
by men of equal ability tothese constitut.
ing the tribunal of the Court ; but to the
great body of laymen it looks like a sumall
reason for backing down from an import.
ant agreement, on a greatly important
question, that the decision was reached
by an Arhitration and not by a Court.

Mr. Mowat certamly has madea plucky
tight of ¥ in the interests of his Provinco,
Whotlhier the course ho adopted was the
wiscst and best, under the circumstances,
i3 a matter of doubt ameong oven ous ablest
public men, In his position as Premier
of Ontario it is his duty to guard faith-
fully tho interests of his native Provinee,
and whethier he could have done his whole
duty in this instance and yielded toa the
demands of Sir John is a question Tretis
will not undertake to determine.  Pro-
bably o acted on the best of his judge-
ment, all things considered 3 and very
probably Sir Jehn would havo found little
difficulty in meeting the ease balf way, or
at loast far enough to have reached an
amicable settlement.  Havenot tho cries,
on both sides, been so loud and so fierco
that any kind of compromise has been
made a8 difficult as possiblo

[t now lucks as though Mr, Mowat has
gamned a good deal he was fighting for m
this case,  The niatter gues ta the Privy
Councel, 1t 13 true, but it goes in such a

muditied shape as to mako a settlement
much less difticult than it would have
been under other circumstances.  Tho
question of the legality of tho Arbitrators’
Awand 1s tirst to besubmitted, and should
that be decuded favorebly to Ontario the
case need go no farther. In caso tho
uestion has ta be decided on its merits
the ovidonee, already obtained by great
labor and cxpenso for the Arbitration,
will be accepted on both mides, and un
leng delay need bo mado i gotting tho
facta ready.  Untario is to remain in pos-
session of the must important portions of
the territory pending tho final scttlement,
and m Jomnt control of much of the rest.
It 18 to bo haped beforo the coming year
expires the much vexed guestion will ba
forever sob at rest,




