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ren gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, And the wonien knead their
dough, to make cakes to the queen of leaven, and to pour out drink olferings
unto other gods" on festive days, shall not kings and subjects, princes and peas-
ants, masters aui servants, parents and children, alljoin in a Sabbatic offering
o the Lord of the universe and the Saviour of manlkind

3. The method for providing needful resources. '' Let every one of you lay
by him'in store.

A clear definition is nieedful, the tenu Weekly Offering heing often applied to
two distinct processes. Primaiily, it signifies the oflering to God in Sabbath
worship a due proportion of realized income, place] away in asqaate treasury,
or entered in a private account book, ready fur use as occasions demand. This
was the Or iginal Pauline Wecekly Offerinîg. Secondarily, it imports ic dedica-
tion of some part of this find at the lieuse of God, toivaids mnistry. %VOeship,
mission and kindred objects. This also has Scriptural autlhority, ''l Bing an
offeripg, and come before him; voiship thu Lord in the beauty of holiness (1
Chron. xvi. 29), and was gencral4y practised in, and long after, apostolic times.
The primary, personal method, is essential to the satisfactory and permanent
practice of thesecondary method. Togeiher these two practices vould furnish
a full treasury for joint-Church purposes, besides large baiaaces lor private dis-
tribution. Fitful occasional gifts can never rencli ic ever-swvelling demand.
An ever-replenishing treasury, fed from myriads of private stores, alone can
medt such necessities. Only such a process is likely to make Christians gene-
rally earnest and faitiful in their stewardship for God. Is not the vant of a
store in hîand a chief cause of frequent refusals te give ? Men discern the need
for and wisdoin of laying by in worldlv matters. Is not a store practicable for
spiritual interests ? Does the process involhe any special difliculty with him
who is as deternined to meet religious, .s he is social claims ?

4. Proportion in the measure of giving. " As Cod hath prospered him."
By constituting muant the assessor of his own gifts aceerding te the amount of

his means, Cod honours his Üidelity and love. The proportion to bc devoted
depends upon his position and means, under a due sense of mercy and responsi-
bility, and of the value of immortal souls, not in the atmospherc of the count-
ing-house, but of the cro.ss and sanctuary. Different social positions justify dif-
ferent proportions from thie same income. An incrcased incone should con-
strain a higher ratio of offering.

Manly Christiais have given a tithe to religious and benevolent objects,
bel ieving that a tithe of the Jews' annual neomu vas his full iequircd ofFering.
It is palpable that it was nearer a fourth, or a thid, thau a tenth of his income.
Cau theni a tithe of an affluent Christian's incoie be sufficient ? If persons de-
vote a tenth, as regarding a Christian's obligation as at least equal te a Jew's-
and who that admits the supeiority of the Chtistian te the Jewish dispensation,
and the wider range of Christian than Jewisht beneficeice, can doubt this ?-
onght they not to consecrate more than a tenth te objects se comnmandinzg and
meanelitous ? "Pastor Oberlin, happening te read one day with more att ention
than usual, the account of the tithes in the books of Moses. was so struck with
soie of then, as te resolve from that moment te devote 'three tithes of all le
possessed to the seri ice of God and the puor. The resolution was ne sooner
made than put into execution. Froni tiat moment lie scrupulously adhered to
the plan, and often sai] that lue abounded in wealth." A tithe iu.st be mnîi-
festly below ic obligation of the rich, of ic principle of estimating a gift by
the amiount retainred, rather than by the amount given. Tithe, a patriarchal
ncasure, should be at least a Christian minimum, except with the very poor.

-One conspicuous feature of the times is selfisiness. This also is a plague-
spo t. and heart.cancer in the church. Few Christians retain equal ardour of
piety with increase of wcalth. Mr. Wesley once said he knew four %%ho did ;
subsequently lie afirmed -.e knew net one. This selfishuess dishonours God,
besides causing its possessor te miss ic true cnjoymreut of property, alleviating
others' woes, and winnineg them to heaven.


