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ren gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their
dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings
unto other gods” on festive days, shall not kings and subjects, princes and peas-
ants, masters and servants, parents and children, all join in a Sabbatic offering
t0 the Lord of the universe and the Saviour of maunkind !

3. The method for providing necdful resources. * Let every one of you lay
by him'iz: store.

A cleav definition is needful, the tenm Weekly Offering heing often applied to
two distiuct processes. Primarily, it siguifies the offering to God in Subbath
worship 2 Gue proportion of realized income, placed away in ascparate treasury,
or entered in a private account book, ready for use as vecasions demand.  This
was the Original Pauline Weekly Offering.  Secondarily, it imports the dedica-
tion of some part of this fund at the house of God, towards nunistry. woiship,
mission and kindred objects. This also has Seriptural authority, “Biing an
offeripg, and come before him; woiship the Lord in the beauty of holiness (1
Chron. xvi. 29), and was generally practised in, and loug after, apostolic times.
The primary, personal method, is essential to the sntisfactory and permanent
practice of thesecondary method. Together these two practices would furnish
4 full treasury for joint-Church purposes, besides large baiaaces for private dis-
tribution.  Fitful occasional gifts can never reach the ever-swelling demand.
An ever-replenishing treasury, fed froma myriads of mivate stores, alone can
medt such necessities.  Only such a process is likely to make Chnistians gene-
rally earnest and faithful in thewr stewardship for God. Ts not the want of a
store in hand a chief cause of frequent refusalsto give? Men discern the need
for and wisdom of laying by in worldly matters. Is not a swore practicable for
spiritual interests 2 Does the process involve any special ditliculty with him
who is as determined to meet religous, us he is social claims ?

4. Proportion in the measure of giving. ¢ As God hath prospered him.”

By constituting man the assessor of his own gifts aceerding to the amount of
his meaus, God honours his iidelity and love. The proportion to be devoted
depends upon his position and means, under a due sense of merey and responsi-
bility, and of the value of immortal souls, not in the atmosphere of the count-
ing-house, but of the cross and sanctuary. Different social positions justify dif-
ferent proportions from the same income. An increased income should con-
strain & higher ratio of offering.

Mauy Christiaus have given a tithe to religious and benevolent objects,
believing that a tithe of the Jews’ annual income was his full 1equired offering.
It is palpable that it was nearer a fourth, or a thitd, than a tenth of his ncome.
Can then = tithe of an affluent Christian’s income be sufficient 2 If persons de-
vote a tenth, asregarding a Christian's oblization as at least equal to a Jew's—
and who that admuts the supeiiority of the Chiistian to the Jewish dispensation,
and the wider range of Christian than Jewish Leneficence, can doubt this 2—
onght they not 10 cousecrate more than a tenth to objects so commanding and
momeatous ?  * Pastor Oberlin, happening to read one day with more attention
than usual, the account of the tithes in the books of Moses. was so struck with
some of them, as to resolve from that moment to devote three tithes of all he
possessed to the service of God and the pvor.  The resvlution was no sooner
made than put into execution. From that moment he scrupulously adhered to
the plan, and often said that he abounded in wealth.” A tithe must be mani-
festly below the obligation of the rich, of the principle of estimating a gift by
the amount retained, rather than by the amount given. Tithe, a patriarchal
measure, should be at least a Christian minimum, except with the very poor.

~One conspicuous feature of the times is selfishuess. This also is a plague-
spot and heart-cancer in the church. TFew Christiaus retain equal ardour of
piety with increase of wealth.  Mr. Wesley once said he hnew four who did ;
subsequently he affirmed Le knew not one.” This sclfishuess dishonours God,
besides causing its possessor to miss the true cujoyment of property, alleviating
others’ woes, and winning them to heaven.



