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-every means {0 psss an instrument, and have
failed. The patient becomes more and more
* troubled, and an operation is indicated to save or
prelong life.  “Wkat is the best kind of operation
to-select? There are three operations open to
us. Fimst, we have the puacture of the bladder
through the rectum, which is the favourite pro-
-cedure in this oountry. Next, we have Syme's
cperaiion for impermeable urethra.  And, lastly,
. 'we have the old French operation called ¢ 1a bou-
tonniére,” which, I believe, is but little known in
his country, except Leeds I will now itate my
objections to the first two. Those surgeons who
resort o tapping the bladder through the rectum
do 50 on the ground that if they duvert all the
urine from the natural channel, and allow it to
flow in another, they thereby give the urcthra a
rest, the irritation ¢nd inflemination will subside,
and in about a month or gix wecks they will be
enabled, by the rest they have afforded the
urethra, to pass an instrument, and cure the pa-
tient by gradual dilatation. Now, thers are no
less than four grave objections to this operstion.
In the first place, the operation can only be em-
ployed in those cases where there is no enlarge-
went of the prostate ; secondly, the surgeon may
fail 10 pass an instrument through the stricture
-oven afler the six weeks' rest, the patient being
obliged all the time to wear a tube up his reo-
fum ; thindly, it is stated that this operation i3
often the cause of a scrious, because intracteble,
ulceration of the rectum ; and, lastly, this opera-
tion may leave a fistula not curable except by
operative procedures. Syme’s operution for im-
permeable urethra isopen to the gravest of all ob-
jections—it involves & laccration of the urethra,
and I -hould decline to perform it.  If the teach-
ings of surgery and pathology are worth any-
thing, they tell us that the very worst form of
contraction follows & laceration of the urcthra;
and it matters not whether the lacerstion be the
result of accideat or caused by the surgeon, the
result is similar, it differsonly in degree. Again,
Syme's operation necessitates the use of a fistula,
and if thers be none such the operation in not ap-
plicable,

Now for a few words regarding that grand old
French operation, *Ilz boutonnitre,” compared
with which lithotomy is but child’s play. Icis

. but little known in England, and, s0o far as I
know, it is in Leeds only that it is appreciated
The great advantage it possesses is that it attacks
the diseaso at its seat and cares it, so far as any
stricture can be cured. Itis a zational operation,
and is specinlly indicated. It is not a dangerous
operation, and is not so dificult of execution as
is supposed, for the portion of the urethrs behind
the stricture is always greatly distended, so that
a dissection through the perineum for a depth of
one inch and a half will nearly always be suifi-
cient. Formerly I used metal instrumenta with
which to perform this operation; now, however,
I have simplified matters, and employ only s/
knife and a large olivary elastic cathcwer. My
first object iz to get into the bladder from tke
perinenm. Having made my incigion down the
penile urethra, I pass ths catheter into the
wound, and with great gentlenees endeavour to

iuginuate it into the membranoas urethra I
have never failed to effect my object. After-
wards I pass the same catheter as far as it will
g0, &ud then by cutting on its point I liberate it
and pass it into the wound, from whence I con-
duct it alocy the tip of my left forefinger into the
bladder. I now never leave a catheter in the
bladder, bus content myself with passing it every
other dsy at first, and twice a week afler the
first month, At the expiration of two months
it will suffice to introduce the catheter onco a
woek, and at & later period still less frequently.
For: some time after the operation all the urine
comes by the wound, but it usually heals without
any trouble. The great advantages which this
operation possesses over all otbers is that it at-
tacks the disesss at its seat and does not injure
any healthy part ; it gives a free vent for all ab-
scesses, and, by restoring the urethral canal, it
finally cures both stricture and fistule. In the
whole range of surgery there exists not an opers-
tion which can render such signal services to the
sufferer. )

LOMEOPATHIC PILULES.

‘Wo (Practitioner, Avrg.) have reccived from
Mr. Frederick Ross (Ross and Leath, Vere street,
Cavendish Squarc) a protest against our analysis
of his (aud other) homamopathic pilules, or rather
sgainst some of the conclusions we drew from
them. He tells us, what - re confess we did not
know, that the pilules do not contain one-hund-
redth, one-thousandth, and so on, of & grain of
the drug itself (e. g. belladonna or nux vomica),
but are moistened eack with one-hundredth, one
thousandth, &, of a drop of a mother tincture
which itself contains ten per cent of the drug. In
our innocence weo certainly had imagined that all
* first dilutions” contained one-bundredth part,
and all “sccond dilutions” one-thousandth pari,
of the particular drag iteelf Consequently we
were not a little astonished to find, in the pilules
of thess dilutions, made by deuggists of high re-
spoctability, no #races of the slkaloids, even by
the finest chemical tests. It now appears more
certain than ever that the whole of the supposed
therapeutic effects, even of the first and second
dilution pilules, must be the work of the imagi-
naticn. No one who is not a mere advocate will
seriously pretend that a dose of one-thousandth of
a grain of belladonna, representing 000000-3 gr.
atropine, will produce sny real physical effect on
the organism. Weare very pleased to think that
the effect of our published analysis has been to
bring inte prominence the manstrous character
of the assumptions invelved in the belief that any
homeopathio pilules whatever can produce a true
therapeutic effect. But it ruakes 4 more difficalt
than ever to imagine what can be the state of
mind of those men who can calmly allege that the
200tk centesiroal dilution of such a dose-—a dose
which alrcady eludes the most subtle chemical
analysis—is also truly effoctive upon the body.
Such men really exist, even in considerable num-
bers, especially in America ; and we should iike
to know how Dr. Bharp, or any other of the
higher intelligences among the homwmopathists,
explains the fact.

LLDIOAL CITT-OEAT.
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The Use of Sickness.— My old nurss, Mra
Patrick OToole, was a woman of logical mind.
I was very sick once, and the doctor lefX me an
atrociously bitter drug, which I rather declined
taking. But Mrs. O'Toolecarriai theday. ‘It
the doctor's orders,” cried the good lady; ‘and if
you don’t go by the doctor's orders it aint no usa
for you 4o be sick &t all” T swallowed the doo-
tor’s scruples aa well a8 my own.”

Windfalls for Doctors.—We are icld in “ The
Romance of Medicine” that the curicsities of
medical life and practice are endless. “If we
hear very ofter of medical men doing arducns
work for scanty remuneration, sometimes there is
an agreeable obverss of reeiving very splondid re-
muneration for very scanty services, We know
of & medical inan whose duty it is to take lunch
every day st a grest castle belonging to a noble
lord. The household is immense, and there is
just the chance that there may be some csze of
indisposition demanding attention. He getasome
of the best company and best Junches in England,
and duly ¢harges a guinea for each sttendance.
There is & very wealthy man nesr a great
city wko can not bear to be left for the night. »
There is & physician of grest ability who drives out
of town nightly to see him at his residence. ¥e
id consequently debarred evening sodiety, and if
he goes out to dinner he has to leave his friends
before wine. He has to charge his patient-a
thousand a year, and I think he works bard for
his money. Sometimes the services are such that
money can not repay them. A friend of mine,
& young medicus, has & standing engagoment, of
four hundred a year to look after the health of
an old lady. 8he required to be inspected thres
times & day, and msade an exhibition of tongue
and pulse. 'What made the matters aggravating
wes that she was as strong &8 2 horse, while the
doctor was a delicate man. Bhe was no selfish
and perverse that he wus obliged to tell hor thet
he would have nothing to do with her cesa.  Simi-
larly, T know the son of a rick man who propos-
ed 4o pay s clergyman several hundred pounds &
year for leave to spend his evonings with him. .,
The parson, however, wes obliged to to tell hix
rich friend that he talked auch intolerable twaddle
that he could not sccept his company on any
terms that could be nemed. But the oddest ar
rangement is the following : A medical man hay
been stiending s patient several years, and yet
he has never seen his patient. The gentleman
firmly believes that he has an esophagus of pecu-
liar construction, and that he is accordingly Lia-
ble at any moment to be choked. That belp may
be at hand whenover any sudden emergency may
occur, ho has a physician in the house night and
day. The physician, boing human, must needs
take his waiks abroad, and it becomes necessary
to provide & pubstitute for himm two hours & day
Accordingly s doctor attends daily from twelve to
two, fills up his time by disposirg of an admirable
lanch, and finds the gold and silver coin, in their
usual happy combination, neatly put by the wide
of his plate, in tisme paper. Up to the present
date he hes never had the pleasvze of

words with his interesting patient.”
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