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dh-ove home the lessons liehad to teacli, throuoglout -w'bat miiglit be
ealled the Sturm und Drang period of the r/j.

In lis leading article to, the fiftieth volume, lie indicates what
the editors had to face and how% they wcre received; 1 will qucite a
portion of it.

"It is difficuit at present to realize the boldness witb which two
young axxd almnost unknown men undertook by the publication of
fhiis journal f0 give, a new direction to the science of M4edicine.
The mnarliet -%,-as apparently glutted witli inedijoal journals, and in
Prussia especially a certain nuinber of these bore an enti,.,-ly
officiai character. These journals appeared under the aegis of
higl state officiais; they received officiailes and were subvented
in all sorts of wvays. It -,as very far from the rninds of flic officia]
world of that day f0, thinkz scientiflo requirements necessa*y to
ensure the circulation of the periodical pres. The editors re-
ceived so littie support, they liad so few contributors, and these sc'
weakz that they -were compelled to print flic f eeblest and. most
tedious articles-indeed. articles that had no other menit than fIat
tliey called the attention of the reader to, the Nvriter.

" The one requireinent alone fIat contributions to tlic medical
press should be original (Arbeifen) gave risc at that time to great
astonislienf. This -was the day of so-called practical observation.
The busy practical physician believed he had satisfied ahl daims
if froin time to time he cast a glance backw'ad over his profes-
sional career so ridli in experiences, and frrom if produced for tixe
use and comfort of lis colleagues and suffering liumanity, a gen-
eral abstract, in which ho ordered and explained his co-called
facts according to, his favorite systemn. Autopsy reports were
alinost as greaf rareties as in fthc days of SchenIk výon Gravcnberg
(-fifteenthi century). MicroscGpie investigation there -%vas none;,
even, dlinical histories -%ere oui-v written down from mnemory, ùVr
if fhey were drawn from the dtaily journal, it was apparent that
aipart front the examination of fixe pulse,, it 'was rarely a question
of thc sysfematic exaumination of thec patient. Tlicrapy mov(»d in
ifs old. accustomed channeis; venesction stood in tlic first piaCeG'
fixe activity of drugs -%as esteemed as higli as their classification
iut o distinct groups wis hard and fast; axnd people were so raiucx
t'he more contented with their successes, since the limoral path-
ology, believed in and preached by laity and profession àlike ii
ntost beautiful harmonvy, e'xsiiy expiained f ailures and offercd con-
venient excuses.

"c It would certainly be intcresfing to picture the, condition of
officiai. medicine as it existed, scarcely 25 years ago (Virlxow
-writes in 1870) for flic instruction and wanxing, of tIe inedicine
of flic future. 'What 1 have said, however, wvill show that if
seemied rather bold Io declare wvr not ouly on the existing px'es-,
but aitsci on fte -wholc official rnedicine, in order to bring about


