" Remarks on Educalzon. ‘ v

_ment, deemod the conclusions  we h'ul arrived at of
-suflicient publu, uxtun st and, m]ub to ‘merit being 1e-
aubmitted, in o inore connected form, to the mdw'rhml
attention of every wember of the (“ovmument and f.e-
mc]anuc, we are once more induced o revert to the,
same ln"hl_y important tupic, by the pu,\'alx,m runiour ol
its being intended to introduce cither a new or revised
4 Sehool Act” duving the approaching session, in the
hope that our llumbh* patriotic lnbours may not prove
altogether in vains and, as done. on the two former
cccasions, we naw propose taking as our guide the
pubh.‘hod official Reports on the ~ul;|m.l. 1t will, how-
ever, be seem, by a reference to the titles at the head
‘of this article, that unfortunately the Report of l/le S
prrmtcndent of Lower Canadi alone has us yet made
jts appsarance ;—a circumstance greatly regretted by
us, as douhtless that for the Upper Provinee would have
thrown much additional light upon our devions path,
~and have thereby uot only Tendered our review of . the
existing state of the question comparhtively more easy,
as well as more satisfactory, but cven far more con-
clisive.*  In the absence of the latter much desired do-
.cument, however, we are happy to be able to advert
to, and profit by, recently ‘published periodienl, of
very considerable collateral value and interest, namely,
4 The Journal of Education for Upper Canada,” from
‘which every friend of education m'ty glean nmch nsufu]
' aud instructive matter.

+ In thrawing together our formu’ nemzuk:, we were |

led to divide the mb)t‘(.t into two great distinet branches,
—the onc referring. more |mmedmtely o Upper (ul.-
nada, and the othvr to the Lower Province,—at the same
time that we left ourselves at liberty to make use of
any arguments that we considercd a pphcdbh, to botl,
“as a whole.' On ‘the preseut occasion we proposed
adoptlmr the same course, but, from neces sity, revers-
‘ing the order of arrangement, dnd therefore commene-
ing with a passing glance at the state of education
under the present’ Schaol Lav y as existing in the Lower
Province, us gleaned from the official Ropmt of Dr.
Meilleur.  Here, however, we were nuexpectedly des-
tined to meet with difliculties in the very threshold of
our nndertaking ; fory on consulting that document, we
 unfortusnately found it of so chbmau,lv discursive a
texture as to-puzzle ns how or where to bhegin: -
Hnt the reader may be enabled to |udfre (')r lum 9”

.

’ lt is o be regretted that the Exeentive ducs not feel n.:,clf
muthorized to publish these and nther similar annual official re-
_perts, na goon’ s received, for immediate circulation amony the
‘Méwhers of Parlinment, &e., without waiting - for the formal as-

tent of the assembled Fegislature, as they wonld, thereby, ‘have
" n'better ehanee of: leisure eonsideration during the rccess, lmtcd(l

of heing subjected to the hasty perusal anderude digestion cver
" likely 10 result amd the many dnslraclmg claima upen their atlen.

tion during the actual Session of Padiament, It wonld alse, per.
‘haps, be highly advisable that on so motentons 5 popular sub.
‘et as the Edueation quéstion coming hefore Parliament; the
‘~\Upc|mlcndun(e of both’ divisions of . the - Provinee should ln, di-

Teeted to” he' in altendance; #o ag not nnly 10 he nblo tn aﬂord .

“opportune corract informatism, on any points, to individual mem.
bers desiring it, but also to appear al the bar 'of cither House, to
“give cvuh-nr‘e or mfolmalmn if required.  We, however,  adhere
+ o the opinion formerly | cxprcsaud hy us—thal the best way of
“arriving us a eafe and lasting conelusion, wauld be by the nnpmrh
ment 0[ 4 Gpr‘(,m] Luxmnl:suum Son l'mmw.r reqiarks,

how .far this remark is well, ('o‘lfndéd, we cannot do”
better than refer bim ‘at once to the worthy Doctor’s
own introduction of his labours to the attention of the
“(iovernor Gieneral and. the other btaurheq of lhc
Lc"islamrc, as cmbmcm«r—-~ B

st A gcmrnl Report. npon’ Elnmcntmy Tsdncation’ in Lawer.
Canada, setling forth the causes which have cmbarrassed. nud .
vetarded and, in sunie lucalities, even prevented the proper work..
ing of the present Schiool Law, and’ the amendments which it .
has, perhaps, become nceessayy 10 make io that Jaw, in mdct to’
obtain from it moere perfeet and satisfuctory results,

2nd. A Statistical Table of the Schools which hwe, undm
the said act; been held under the control of the School Commise’
siopera and Trustecs; with the number of children who have
attended them, and the amount of ‘the lcgislative grant which:
has been awarded to cach 'municipality (as umqnlu(rd for sehood
purpuses) during the sehanl period between the Ist of July, 1816,
when the present act camne mto force, and the 1st of July, 1847,
<hcwmg also the munieipalities to which no part of. the !nglu.
tive grant has bccn awnrdcd fur lhe rcasons g utioned in t!m
Report. .

3rd. A Table she\vmf' the amount awurdcd 10 each county, out :
of the nnappmprmtcd Talance of the legislative grant, for the
scholastic years, 1842, 1343, 1844 and 1815, under the provisions’
made in that behall by previous acts, and m the 49th section of
the present. schoot acl, #s n aid towards hailding or ‘repairing’
schoul-houses § with the number of schoolhouses bt or repaired”’
under the control of sehool- commmmncrs, and the amount of the
valuation of these school-liouses, made, in cvcry cast, by lhree
arbitrators appointed for'the purpose. -

4th, The circulars which L have issued undcr the operation’ of
the present law 3 ‘beenuse i may bo dcemed, cxpedlcnt that “their
tenor should be known, ‘

Having so far gn'm Dr. Mexlleur .own skétch of
his theme, honest impartiality as reviewers cempels us
to enter at once our humble protest against the manner .
in'which he treats the question, as tending rather. to .
excite than allay existing discordant opinions ‘on so
vitally important a popular-subject, and to express_our
deep regret that one who has evidently the good of his
country “much at heart, should adopt a line of proceed-
ing so little likely.to be productive of Licneficial results ;-
for it appears to us, llmt, instead of the leading two.
thirds of the 178 pages of which his Repmt is com-
poscd, being devoted “to a \V'mdermrr review of the’

various theoretic and " antagonistic matters discussed
therein, that document mmht have beengmainly con-
fined to the details embraced by 'the farshorter 2d.
scction, with probably part of the 3d section, namely,
the statistical tables and other documents illustrative
of the actual working of the crzstmc School Law, as
exhibiting the namber of schools in “operation during
the official year. the amount of money apportioned to
cach county and township, and any sums. awarded to .
pattlcuhrlomhﬂo* for cxtra-purposes from the unappro- -
priated halances of former. years'; and that, whatever

else oceurred to the wo:thy ‘Supenmtcmknt as desorving’

the attention of the Kxecutive, might. have formeil tlm

subject of an altogether distinct: and separatc commu-

nication. lndcvd it is but justice to add; that theugh'
we may not be altoguhcfpmp'ucd to assent to all the
conclysions at which Dr. M: has ar rlved it is.with the’
time and method, mmc than the mmer that wo. are
(h\posed to find fault. = .. ‘
“Taking this view of the snb]ect, we. were: natura.llv
led to tm-u our 'mvmmn, in the first instanee, 1o the 2d:
section of the Bepart ; and what hos been the ;qsu}t 1




