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muent, deemed hlIe conclusions we liad arrived at of h
sulicieiI publi intirest and value to iiierit beinug to- t
stl>inittted, in a more con-iected form, to flie individtal o
attenftioi of <t eiy imleiiber of the Gov'erent and L-
gislatuirC, we aie once moî'r inchiced t revcrt to lt
Sail higlily important toqic, by the prevalcIt rumouir orf
ifs being iiiteded to int'oduice cithfer a ow eiiir revised
" Schzool 1ct" rduing the approachiug session, ii the
hiope that (u1ri humble patriotic laboffrs may lot prove i
alto her ifn vaiu anid, as donc, on tlie two former
olccasfi)ns, VC no0w propo)Se tatkitg ais Our giiide the

publshed oflicial R1elports ofi the sulbjce t.,t vill, hîow- t
cycr, he smel bey a referinceî to lie titles at the huoad
of' this article, tat. Ilfortunatel he Rcpo't of the S- 7
perintendent of Lower' Canada alone ias us yet mtade
its appeairitnce ;-a circuimstance ireatl regretted by
lis, as doubtless that foi' the Upper Province %vould have
tlirown fluclh additional light upon offr devious pahi,
andi have thereby not only rendered our r'eviev oi the
existinig state o' the question comparatively more easy,
as weil as more saiisfactory, but evein iàr .1mor'e conl-
cluisive.r f the absence of the latter much desired do-
cumieit, however, we are happy to be able to advei't
to, and profit by, a recently pufblished periodied, of
verv considerable rollateral valute and interest, nanely,
" The Jour'nal of Educalion for Upper C(anade," 11rom1
which every friend of education may glean muuch useful
and instructive matte'r.

ln thr"ving together our forncf' rernarks, ve w'ere
led to divide the subject into two great distinct branches,
-the one refrring more iummîediately to Upper Ca-
nada, and the othi' to the Lower Piovinc,-at the saine
time that wer left ourfselves at liberty to mnake use of'
any arguments that we considercd applicable to both,
as a ho. On the present occasion we proposed
adopting thfe samue course, but, friom necessity, revers-
in)g the order of a l'rangetmefnt, anmd tercli re' commntenc-
ig wivth a passing glance at the state of education

umnder the present Schaol Law, as existinîg in tho Lower
Province, as glanied fron the official Report of Di.
Mleilleur. Ilere, howevei, we Vere unexpectedly des-
îined to nicet vith difliculties in the very threshold ot
oir undertaking ; l 0r' on consulting that document, we

*ufor unately found it of so elalborately disclirsivf' a.
textuire as to -puzzle us how or vhere to begin.

ThIt the reader iniay be enabled to jifI!ge for liiilsclf

It is to fie reatretted tha. the Exetîivc dîes not fel itself
nltihorIzrd to publish these an ud ithcr simdi'ar uitial o rel re-
pîrts, s sron .as reccived, for immediate circulation aimong the
Mu'mbufers of Parliaiieut, &c., viioit vatifiig for flue formal as-
seit of tli uisscibled Icgislature, as they voudtherchy, have

hfteetter chance of lisuire ciideraition d euring fliceccsu;, iistead
Of bteing subàîjctcd to the lastiy fperual ndcrudi digestion ever
likcly to reitoîf aimid thle manly distractitg claitiq uption tirir atten .
lion during hfie a cftual SUssioi it l'ai iamie'nt. If woîîuîld afso, ier.

hapisfe fiighv aduvistabfle that on so modutts spopular sub
'et as the Educatin qustioni comiig foro Pariament, tIe

Suipintciduente if botl diviions of flte PrOvince should he di-
rected toi be in aufciidance; soi as net uunly to ie iîe toi aflrd
opportuunu correct innnationt, ou any points, to individualmemt-
bers desiring it, but also to appear nt flicth r of cither Hlise, to
give cidece or infornmation, if required. \Ve, however,'adheru
tu Ihle opitnioi forrnerly :cxpresscd by us-tiat the best vay of
arriin/mg a sate and lasting conchtion. iould ho by the ppomt.
Qmeat of a specil commîissiou se finer remarks

ow far this renark is well founded, we canlnot dr
etter than refer him at once to the worthy Doctor's
wn iiitioductioti of his labours to the attention of the
(over'nor General and the other branches of thi

LegîlatIre," as cnhracitg-
1is. A genertl Report upon Elernenîtary 10docation iii Lover

anadai, setting forth the causcs whiclh have cibarrazsed aid
etard and, in s-ime localitics, cven prevenited (lie proper vork-
ng of the pîrtesent fScIoIl Lauw, aindu the amendnents wiich it
as, perhaps, beconiecssiv to makle to tihat law, il, order tri
b[tan fron it imore lierfect and satisfctory results.
2nd. A Statisltical Table of the Schouols wlhicl have, under

ie said act, heci held tinder the control of tlie School Commis
ioners mnd Trusters ; witi tle numer or children wlio hiave
attcnded therm, and tie anîiounlt of tte lcgislative grant, which
has been awarded to each numlrcipality (as constitufted for scthool
puurposcs) during the chol perind betweci the lst of July, 1816.
vlc the prcsent act came itto force, and the Ist of July, 1847.
iowinug a1lso flie iniiicipalitics tI vi:ch no part of the legisia.
ve grant hlas becn awardcdi, for the reasons mîîeitioned i flv,

Recpor't.
3rd. A Table slewinug the amnount awarded to eachi crunty, out

of the tuapproplriated fbalance of the legislative grant, for flie
scholastic years, 1842, 18,3, .184 and 1815, under the provisions
mlade i thaf. behalf by previons acts, and i the 491 section of
the present school nact, as un aid towards huilding or repairinz
schîîooîl.louîscs ; wit fI the iumber of schooLhouscs built or repaired -
muer Ile controI of school-commissioncrs, and the aniunt of th1
valuation of these school-houses, made, in cvery case, by three
arbitrators apomted for ti purpose.

4fth. The circuintrs which [ have issuied tender the operation of
lie present law ; becausc i may fie d6enied expedictit tha tleir

tenour should b known.

Having so far given Dr. Meilleur's own sketch of
his thene, honest impartiality as reviewers compels us
to enter at once our humble protest against the manner
in which he treats the question, as tending rather to
excite than allay existing discordant opinions on so
vitally important a poiutlar subject, and to express, our
dcep regret that one who lias evidently the good ofhis
country much at heart, should adopt a fine of proceed-
ing so little likely to be productive of beneficial results
for it appears to us, that, instead of the leading two-
thirds oflthe 178 pages of which his Report is con-
posed, being devoted to a w'andering rleview Of the
various theoretic'and a tagon istic m'ratters' discussed
tlierein, that document might have been[nainly con.
finCtd to the details embraced by the far shorter 2d
section, witlf probalbly part of the 3d section, namely,
the statisticil tables and other documents illustrative
of the actual working of the existing School Law, as
exb tig the uimibefr of schools in operation during
the oliciti year. the amuount of mofncy apiiortioned to
each county and township, ý and any sums avarded to
partictlar localities for cta purposes fron the unappro.
pfriated0 balances of former, years ; and that, wvhatever'
else occufrred to the vorthy Su'jerintendent as deservingilet
the attention of the Executive, miht have formed the
subject orf an aogether distinct and soparate commu
nication. lndeed, it is but justice 0o add, that tliotgh1
we nay not be altogethe' prepared to asseit to all the
cotnchlîsinons at vhich Dr. M. ias arrived, it is withthe
timie and method, morC than the matter, that we are
disposed to find fuitit.

'Taking this vieaw of tlhe sublject, we wefe naturally
led to tiin ofifr attention, in the first inistanice, to tie 2d
seliot of'the jReport gud what t beei the restîit 1


