
MONTREAL, JANUARY, 1869.

THE ONTARIO MEDICAL BILL.

The Dominion Jedical Journial in an article published in its Decem-
ber number, advocates the establishment of a central medical board of
examiners. Laying aside every other consideration we regard this bill
as unjust, and interfering with the vested rights of old and well establish-
ed institutions. These institutions could have no reasonable ground of
complaint, if an act were passed giving the GeneralCouneil of Medical Edu-
cation powers of supervision. The right of being present at the examin-
ations isalready accorded by McGifl University, if not by other institutions,
to parties interested in those exercises. These examinations are not with
us conducted in a corner, and the University has every reasonable ground
for opposing the degradation of its status. There can be little doubt
that depriving the teaching bodies of examining their students is wrong
in principle, and will lead to laxity, if not the admission into the ranks
of the profession of a number of indifferently educated men.

With all due deference to the five members of the committee who Il belong
to no clique, but are simply gentlemen in country practice in the Pro-
vince of Ontario," we hold that even they although earnest and good men,
are not as capable of searching out the knowledge or deficiency of a can-
didate for medicil honours, as any five men taken from the teaching
body of the profession. They may 'think so of themselves, for it iS a
characteristie of nost men to have an ùnbounded gool opinion of their

own abilities. The Local Parliament in Ontario bave no power to

legislate in any way against the vested riglits of the Colleges and

Universities in Great Britain. These vested rights are secured to

them by the amended imperial medical act of last session, so that any bill

passed by the Local Legislature of Ontario interfering with that Act,
-wîll have to be reserved for H1er Majesty's sanction before it becom

law.
In alluding to an article which appeared in the November number of this

Journal, in which we stated that the mass of the profession in Ontario

is opposed to the formation of a central nedical board of examiners;


