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Bowies, Esq."; and IlThe Crisis of Religion: a Sermon
.... by the Rev. E. W. Grinfioid, MA" Still the out-

cry against Lancaster produced littie effect; the British
school, like the British oak, seomed only to be the
more firmiy rooted by adverse winds. Tho charges
made againsi Lancaster bore a strong resembianco to
those made Ilin these iast days " against the Sclooi
Boards. He, likie tîem, was charged with over-educat-
ing tIe poor, and with giving them "Ilgodless " iinstruc-

ion ; and tIe outcry against him, as against them, wvas
never popular : iL was tîhe howl unerely of interestod
pe rsons.

As his systein spread, Lancaster's expenses increased.
The free scîtool for a thousand children at Lhe Borough-
road, thie training college, the lecturing tours, ail in-
volved an outlay of money; and, as Lancaster was flot
the kind of mian Lo sit dowui and count Lhe cost before
begining to do anything, Iefound that in 1807 ho vas,
notwithstanding liberal support from the public, over

£3) ,O0 in doIt. Hie w as arrested, anîd taken to a spon-
ging-lîouse. Failing bail, lie wvas removed thence to the
King's Bencl Prison, but his evident lionosty anid his
oarnestness so imiprcssed the bailifi' wîo arrested him,
thiat lie himsolf becamne security ! and Lancaster vas
discharged. Onte of his friends-Joscph Fox-drew buis
for the amounit of thc debt, and they wvere accepted by
anothor friend-William (Corston-and duly honoured
when -ley became dute. The supporters of Lancaster
nowv sawv that if lus system xvwas to prosper, hoe himseif
must be deprived of aîîy sitare' in the management of
iLs finances. Thomas Sturge, William Corston, Joseph
Fiox, William Allcni Jolin Jackson, and Joseph Forster,
accordingly, on March lst, 1808, formed themscives
into a committec of ristees. This wvas practicaily the
establishment of the Britishî aid Foreign Sohool Society.
Lancaster's life work ivas now donc ; ho invented a
system of education which, whatever flaws the expe-
rience of eighity years may discover in iL, was immea-
surabiy superior to anything %vhicli preceded iL ; le
lad practically exemplified iLs working on a rargre scale;
le hîad, by.writing and lecturing. been instrumental in
starting many slools ; le lad cstablished a seminary,
to provide for those solools teacluers imbued with lis
spirit and acquainted witl lis plans. Now, te carrying
on of LIe system wvas undertaken by a body of men
wvhose love of education though ardent as his, ivas
tom percd by business habits and a knowviedge of tIe
wvorld. IIlad lie, tiierefore, died now, lis lifo wouid
have been, (11, aically, complote ; butL hoe vas destiined
-1 would alnîost say Il doomed "-to live Llirty years
more. Ahl thie movement and passion of lis role hîad
been crowded into Lhe flrst part ; during thc second le
lagged superiluous on Lhe stage. Since 1 have to do with
him only as ait eduicationaiist, and lis work as an
educationalist wvas done wlon the British and Foreign
School wvas establisled, I shal'tell LIc remainder of lis
life in a life ini a few linos. He carried on Lhe schîool and
coilege at tIe Borougl road, deiivered lectures, and
brougît out new editions of lis xvorks, tiil 1818, wvhen
lie emigratod toAmerica. Afterexperiencing there many
freaks of fortune-poor, neglected, and forgotten, he
xvas u over in tIc streets of New-York, and died on
October 23rd, 1878.

IL is difficult Lo moto out toho inte exact amnount of
praise to which le is entitled, for %vlile our national
system of. education, beyond a doubt, is the resuit of
the movçvment conîmenced by 1dm,.iL is lard Lo decide
howv mucî Lhe resuit is due to him, and howv much to
fortunate accidents for which le deservos no credit.
There wvas, first, the fortunatq accident referred to at
Lhe beginning of this article-that, namely, of lis being

born at a ime when the most enlig iîtened of his cou n-
trymen were beginning Lo seLhEt the disgraceful
ignorance of the people ivas a constant sou rc of weak-
uiess and danger-when, L)ierefore, there were many
prepared to welcome any plan wvhich promised to
p*lce an efficient education withili reach of the poor.
Then there w as the fortunate accident (if, inideed,
Caccident " iL may be called? of his beinc a Dissenter

and a Quaker ; for as a Disseiîter he wouid be unwill-
ing to propagate the tenets of thie Established Church,
while, as a Quaker, lie ould flot be anxious to propa-
gate his own. He would thus, of course, take up ground
which might be occupied bý ail religions sects-their
common Christianity. Theiî thcre wvas the fortunate
accident of the existence of Dr. Bell ; so that when the
liberality of Lancaster aroused the indignation of tîhe
dlergy, they hiad in Dr. Bell a wveaponread y to their
hands wherewvith to combat him. Stil1, w hen every
allowance has been made for happy circumstancc, we
must give Lancaster credit for much ingenuity in
inventing a systeru of instruction, and for muicli
cnthusiasm ini carrying it ont. He did flot bufild the
great temple of national education, whicli is the cliief
ornament of our ag"e, but he close tic site, and duig the
foundations broad and dee p. He may ulot deserve to
have lis iiame graven above iLs portis, but he is
certainiy worthy of a place in the memory of each one
of us iLs priests. DAVID SALMON.

SOHOOL EXAMINATION.

UcGll Normal Sceeol.

DISTRIBUTION 0F DIPLOMAS.

A very large number of people chiefle composed,
howeve'r, of ladies, assembled at this school yesterday
afternoon, 25 June, to wituess the twenty-first annual
distribution of teachers diplomas.

The Hon. Mr. G. Ouimet, Superintendent of
Education, occupied the chair, and there were also
ou the platform the Hou. Mr. Ferrier, Dr. Dawson,
Profesosrs Hicks, Oornish, MeGregor, Robins, and
Andvew.

Principal Hicks, Messvs. Luud and Baynes, Dean
Bond and Dr. Baker Edwards.

Dean Bond opened the meeting with prayer, and
after the Hon. Mr. Onimet said a few words in
French, he called on Principal Hicks to read the
annual report, which van as folllows

REPORT.

At the close of' the Session of 1877-78 of the
McGill Normal School, the duty devolves upon
me of presenting the annual report.

During the past year we admitted into the school
135 pupils of whom 29 were maies, and 106 females.
0f these pupils 55 were from country districts.

Our Academy Clusa received 12 of these pupils,
the Model School Clams 44 and the Elementary

,I Clo.se 82.
Accovding to the miles of the echool, the students

underwent -the semi-sesionai examination at Christ-
mau, 1877, which reduced the number in the insti-
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