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tendcd anda bis exappe rccordcd for instruction and encou ragemient.
W'e read aise, of the Churc in e h ouse of Aquila and Priscilla, whicli
probably means their clîristian family : and of a Churcl inj the bouse of*
iNynîphias. and also a Çhurch in the bouse of Philernon, Peter (1 Pet. 3: 7.)
exhorts to fldelity in the discbarge of the reciprocal duties of husband,
and wifc, o"that .their prayers be not hindercd.'l The example of the
G odly in ùIl ages. demonstrates the propriety andi nedessityof faruily joli,
gion.
.Let us now consider the advantages of Family Religion, soinq cf wbhich

are as folloiws
1. Tihe regular observance cf family worship is eminently fltted tu pro-

mote personal piety id the household. Every morning and every eveninig
brings fresh occasion of thanksgivingys and prayer. The offering up cf t e
morningr and evening sacrifice conveys to, eery bosom an admfoniltioii
respecting the vatimportance of religion, A roverence for divine thingas
is infused into evcry mind whiclî is e:kceedingly valuable. By this serxièe
every religiQùs effection is exercised, the mind is soothed and trnquilized,
the beart is improved'by piaving its tenderest feelings aivakanéd ; and the
most endearing associations, heighiten the devotions cf aeci. The -family
tribute cf b9îniage is not.less interesting and intense than that of publié
worship; lIera parents put ini praictice the lassons tlîey.liave tauglit their
children : the ehildren sc how mnuch the parents are in earnest about:their
temporal and spiritual Nv:lfare t the Word cf Godl ia rend In circutastances
tho best fitted te muake a salutary impression on the ycung, mnd- ý anti
upon the readings andi prayers of the family many 'a powerfiîl influence
lias been received andi whicî. neyer lias been effaced frmtle-heart.

2. Family relig.cion consolidates fafiuilST gôvernmnént-order la indispen-
sably necessary te the' successful ihanagement of nIl the concerna cf the
household order implies goverement One iràùt preside-Goti bas ini-
vested the father with an authorityi, te rebel'against which is a sin which
God iviii punish, perhaps evenin the preant-life, Nothbing is more favor-
able to filial obedience t*han piety. Thé father preslding je -the.dévôtion of
the family appears as tÈé prie§t cf the commÙnity, the miinister of -Christ
and their intarcessor ; suda nover dées ha appeôr«in a more digrîified -and
venerable attitude. Such an appé raùce cannot Rmil tu strengthèn his na-
thority and procure un affectionate comnpli.ance Wiih ail bis wishes.

.3. In answer t'0 faniiily prayers, Goai may bestow many biessings - man-y
cf the promises are-aadressed to men, notas individnais, -but iii their social
capacity. The family circle may dlaim for itself ail these promises. Hew
lai-ge is the range thi 'God. sois before bis people fôr their petitionsi;

<vasoerye sial as in mny n.ame that xvill W1 do" ith the ýpromise
44wbatsoever ye shnllnk before tliem, howbhigh rnust appear the Chris-
iin'a privlege3 -andài o.»grcat the loss austaineti by a prayerlcss faiffily!


