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in- of sacrifice is gradually evolved. It is at first siiply tlbank,-offerinig
froin man to the gods ; thon nonrishmnent reqtlire l'y the gods thein-
selves ; thon a ineans of wresting boons froin the gods ; and iastiy an
instrument to attain superbuman power and exaltation to heaven. E ven
the gods have -%von thecir imnortality Ly sacrifice. Sonietimes, but rarely,
Nwo find the idea of atonement for sin ; Lut this is foreign to the ivholc circle
of l3rahlrianie thoughit, wvhich rejects the idea of trustiing tu aiiythkill blit
self-righiteonsniess for saivation. Ilence ]3rainianisni tanghit that c very
man inust rest bis biopos on a perpetiiv1 succession of oblations consuînied
by fire, cuixninatingr iii the iast offering of lxinseif in fire ou his funerai pyre.

Philosopldcal Bratm«nism is coxunnly, but flot aitogretheri eorrectly,
represonted as the rocoil from this elaborato ritualisni and sacordotalisin.
It is eontained in the Upallishiads, which arc supposed to reveal the biddcn
spiritual doctrine of the Vedas. It is not phiilosophy in the W7estern
senso of the word, for it is flot a soarch aftor truth ; nor is it tlleoiogy, iii
tho Chtristian nieaninc,, for t do os not epsst ou'dsi to b

released from tixe burdon of sin. But hiaving said this, thc Europcan
expoundor lias a moro serions difflcuity to face. Hie can use no Western
theologrical, or pbîlosopbieal term wvhichi is not thorougbily misieading. If
wo say that the essence of Brahimanical speculation is to show lîow the
spirit of man can be liberatcd froxîx tho bondaýge of te neccssity of trans-
migration or repoatod existence, and reunited w ith tbe Supreme Spirit, as
a river is reunited with tbhe ocean, we insensibiy attach to the word
cispirit" a xneaningr wbicb beiongs tu none of its Sanscrit equivaients. In
WVestern tixouglit the ternis "spirit," "soul" self"' ail impiy the
Western idea of personality, whicbi even on te atteîxuated Aristotelian
definition-a porson is Nvvbat eau be the subject, lbut nover tbe predicate of
a proposition-signifies a centrai spirittual point wbieh can neyer Le dis-
solved away. ~hotthis thought of spiritual personality the ideas of
existence wiii învariabiy takec the forin of confined or Lounded axxd uncon-
fined or botindless existence, and bowever sueh ideas are ethereaiized,
they are descriptions of inatter and not of spirit. I3rahimanical tlinhdk-ng
lias no snch tlîought of a contrai spiritual personaiity. In its philostphy
personality is always an externai integunient, wbich prevents the confined
essence from difiusing, itself iu the anconfined or all-pervadixxg essence
or, Vo speak more suLtly, it is whlat, exists wbien the externaT integument
confines the essence. lEence ]3rabmanism is always an etherealized
materialisn.

Tbe Brahinanical phiosopby recognizes tIe Spirit of God and VIe
spirit of man, wbich biave exist-ed and must exist tlxroughout ail etcrnity.
The two are noV distinct ; tIe living spirit of man is the " Spirit of Goa
iimited and per.sonaiized by VIe power of Illusion (Mfaya) ; and Vbe life of
every living spirit is nothing but an infinitesimai arc of VIe one endless
circle of infinite existence."' Titis human, spirit is joinedl tu a mmnd and
ciothed with a body, and su can perceive, tbink, and. ivili. Tbe body
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