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p]aced sole]y under the jurisdiction of
an eIcctive maýyor and constables of
the staple who were to adininister the
Iaw merchant. Where one party -%as
a merchiant, suits could be broughit
either in the staple or at Coffinion
Law; and suit-, relating to land were
'ithdrawni from thejurisdiction of the

sta>ple entirely. If both parties wnere
aliens, the jury was to be composed of
foreigners; if they wvere both Eng-
ili, the jury wvas to be English; and
if one parby %%as et denizen and the
other an alien, the juiry wvus to be com-
posed hlf of deniizeîis and haif of
strangers. The Statute 36 Edw. III.,
st. 1, c. 7, restricted the jurisdiction of
the sta.ple to actions of debt, contract
and covenant between nierchants. Ail
pleas of felony and a&H ot>her actions
were to be at Corrunon Law, except in
the case of alien merchants, -%%ho could
implead or be impleaded of any of-
fence either in the staple or at Com-
mon Law. In order that contracts
within the staple niight be better ob-
served, recognizances called " statutes-
stuaple," sirnilar to statutes-merchant,
were entered into before the mayor
and sealed w%,ith the seal of the staple.
U'pon defauit, the proceedings were
similar to those above detailed, but
when execution was to be issued out
of Chancery, iinstead of sending the
recognizance to the Chancellor, the
mayor of the staple sent merely a cer-
tificate uncler his hand of the amount
due. Moreover, the debtor wvas, not
allowed the benefit of the quarter of
a year given hini for paymcnt by a
-statute-inerchant. By 23, Henry VIII.,
c. 6,'the benefit of these mercantile
-trauisactions wvas extendled -to the pub-
lic, generally.

Tiiese Acts are ilnteresting as being
part of the old systemn of state direc-
tion of commierce, wvhich. was not en-
tirely abandonedl e-ven when, in the
midale of this century> the free trade
policy wvas established in England.
The state stili controls railw'ays by
ineans of a Commission, and regulates.
the Canadian cattie trade by Orders-
in-Council; and 'vo stili have in Can-
ada a survival of this oId establish-
mient of staples ln our "«Ports of En-
try)," under the Customis Act (R.S.C.,
c. .32,s.s. 21-24), no goods being al-
lowed to be entered except at certain
places llxed by Orders-in-Council.
References can be made to Reeve's
Ristory of English Law, Vol. 2; Ste-
phien's Commentaries, Vol. 1, and Gib-
bin's Commercial History of England..

\V]TH this number we begin our
first year. XVe hope the student body

vilgive this columu their encourage-
ment. The news ln this number is
sornewhiat old, but owing to the great.
fire of January 1 Oth, this number was
destroyed. The law students sbould
appoint some one to edit this column
in their interests; possibly the Liter-
ary Society would appoint soîne one
editor. We will devote this column
te, the students anad welfare of sta-
dents at, law, and advocate everything-
that is te their interest.

LEGAL AND LITERARY SOCIETY.

-SINOP, our last issue we have here
te note the meetings of Deceinber
Ist, 7th, and l5th, and the meèting cýf
.January 12t]h. WýVe viII take them -ini
.regular ordelî.

M.


