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PLEDRE . ~Was, the andersigned,
in thomj that wo

wiil not provide thom as an article of Eatertalmment, nor for
pleymciity and that in &1L snliak.c ways we will discecuntenance their nse throughont ¢
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do agree, that we will not use Intozicating Liguors as a Boyvexage, nor

gcnoxu in onvr Em-
e community.

Vor. XVIL]
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The Broken Contract.
BY T. M. COLEMAN,
(From the Nationol Temperance BMugazine.)

Since the advent of teetotalism na event produced such
glorious results as the signing of the temperance pledge by
the ¢ immortal six? in Baltimore, some time during the year
1840, This year will long be distinguished as the one in
which the great temperance reformation received an impetus
that told, snd will continue to tell, upon the best interests
of our country.

The simple act of signing a temperance pledge, by six
men, long addicted to the vse of sicoholic liguois, and the
relation of their suffering while siaves to a debased appetite,
filled the land with astonishment. A great morail protlem
had been solved, and it was proved hy demonstration, that
mental treatment could triumph ever physical change—~that
the pledge, with its associations, was 2 specific for what
tad long been deemed an incurable malady—that the detes-
mination of an honest pereevering spirit, could change the

ered from the pniscnous fangs of the serpent of the still.
Many, for a ume, doubled ; but when after & japse of
months, the ¢six? with the many who had united with them
in the movement, were found faithfal and steadfasi, the
most sceplical were obliged to banish their doubls. The
{ friends of the inebiiate were confirmed in their fondest an-
! ticipations, and the general pulse beat high with joy. As

the news spread of the great doings, in the ¢ old monumental
| city,” of those who had been snatched from the brifik of the
{ diankard®s grave, hope and gladness sprang up in the
breasts of thousands who had long suffered from the serpent’s
bite.
The woik progressed rapidiy.—Like the undulations of
the waves produced by casting a stone into 2 silant lake, it
‘eitehded from centre to circumference, from city fo city,
{ from town to town, until every valley was flled with fhe
joyous shouts of victory and evary bi end monniain gave
{ back an answering response. It was a year of genera! joy.
The good wotk swept onward and ooward, Riling the hearts
of thousands with gfm!nw; wiping. away teais from the
face of beauty; kendling anew the cheerful fire on the
domestic hearth, and scattering on every band bleszing end
ladness. The ¢ void waste® as well s the city foll shared
in the general blessings of the glorious reforz.
Whyle listening to the simple tale of the reformed ine-
iste, aud witnessing in him the saving power of the

pledge, the poor, and aimost hopeless drunkard, falt 2 new

pledge, and steod before their fellow mea firm ina deter-
; minstion to be free. Strange sight, the dronitad of ysgtes-
; Ury the temperance advocate of to-day, bearing in himeelf
; the value of the doctrine he proclaimed, )

in shoit time this blessed reformation reached the city iu
i which the writer resided. [Iis power end valus wese scon

motbid and diseased condition of those who hind long sufi~’

Iife springing up in his sou), end Lke them, they signed the(¥

made evident in the saving of many who had been consid-
ered beyond redemption. Among the number who embraced
the principles of total abstinence wasa young physicien,
who at one time enjoyed the confidence of many in the city,
but his continned habits of dissipation had driven all from
him. Soon after his reformation, he was called upon to
enter the field of labor, and susely it was a singular sight,
to see 2 man just ‘p]uc&ed as a brand from the burning’ now
associating with ministers of the gospel, and day after day,
to crowded audiences, holding forth, even from the ¢sacred
desk,” and seeking to influence the wandering and unwary
tofly from the sneres which beset them, and to enter into the
good to which he owed 20 ihuch.

The doctor’s field of labor was extensive, and it was dur-
ing one of his visits to a neighboring State the following
incident occurred, and we shall proceed fo relate it, as it
was given to us soon after his retarn.

Among other piaces visited by me said the Doclor, was
ihe charch at , having received a kind jpvitation from
the pastor so to do. The raverend gentleman informed i°
in his letter, that he did not know how { might succeed, as
there would undoubledly be strong oppesition to the move-
ment, and that, tco, he was somy to Bay, from many influ-
ential members of his chureh.

The audience was all attention, and at the close of the
address, upwerds of one hundred came forward and signed
the pledge of total abstinence. Among this number were
eight or ten of what is generally termed *herd cases.” Much,
however, to the sorrow of the good warm hearted paster,
but few of his influential members seemed inclined to join
in the good work.—This failed to surprise me when f un-
desstood, that within two miles of the church there were
four or five distilleries in fall operation, scattering the
seeds of disease and destruction throughout the neighbor-
hood. Four of these were owned by members of the
charch. .

Notwithstanding this opposition, the snccess that crowned
my efforts was g0 encouraging, that 1 determined to per-
severe, and meelings were held day and night, until the
entire neighborhood had been revolutionized, and three of the
distillers had signed the pledge and abandoned their business,
More than five hundred had given their names, and united
their efforts in the good work ; but still one men held back,
he was a member and Elder of the church : and the remain-
ing distiller.

All the entreaties of his pastor, all the remonstrances of
his brethren, all the persuasions of the three distillers who
had signed the pledge, were unavailing. He would not
ield. To save him from lose, the society offered to purchase
his stock, but 211 in vain.

Elder M bad commenced life poor, bat he was
aow a wealthy man. And as the light of the temperance
reformation éiffased itself abroad, his neighbors contd seethat

his coffers were filled by drawing every peany from those :

who wete rich previous {o the establishment of his distilless.
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