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Hints for the Formation of a Canadian Collection of Ancient
Crania.

Tlic value wilîi attaches tu alîcicimt bkulls as indices Of the
eharacteristies of .extiîîct raices, is bicimg mure and inore genle-
rally appreciatcd %vith the inkýeasiiig resuits of extcnded oh-
serv'atioîî. Camper, the origimatur of tic idcal facial angl.e,
was the first of itnoderit scientilie cr.mniologists wlîo aimced at
establishing a systein of cl.Lssifyitimg racus by incans of cranial
cuiifýrmnatiuîî ; and ivith hiimmi juubtt buc muted Daubenton, the
eontcinporary and fellow-labourer of B3uffon, Who first drew
attenîtion to sonte of the iost reuînrka-ble elemlemîts of comari-
soit, in the cliaracteristies of tlic base of the sklboth Iii
comparative anatoiiiy, as between tic apc and tuant, aîmd be-
twecn the known raees of moen, as the Negro and European.
These were followed by Bllumnachal, to wlioni Ivo owc the ae-
ceptcd application of soute of the inost famniliar ethnolo-
gical ternis, sucli as Mengelian, Ethiopian, and, abeve ail,
('aicasian. 0f these the last wais umîidoubtedly fundcd oit
errer, and, -as nuw coimmuontly emmîjl3ed, bas a fidser and mure

nîisladipgict tlîan any it was dcsigned to convey by its
orignatr. uier, Cuvier, and other naturalists, mnore or

less inci,'ýîdentally no'ticedl the saine cleinents of coluparison, and
Dr. Pricimard, with i arare coambiniation of lcarning aud powers
of observation, begaa su early as 1,1<0, 'oy tic publication of
biis De lloiiiibmFrîti1, a series of works wvhicli have
excrciscd the inost iiinpartant influence on tlie science of Eth-
nology.

Whilc the latter of the-se wtrXs wcre in progress, a distin-
guihcd.Xncrian phlysiologibt, Dr. Saînuel George Mortont of

1>iladcjj,iiîh, devoted lîinsclf to craniological investigation
with a special vicw te the clucidation of the niany obscure
points relativa te the ancient and cxisting native races of the
new world. The first tisk lie proposcdù to himsclf was tic ex-
ainination and euningrigon of the erania (X the Indian tribes of
Northt and South Amnerica. In following ont lus investigation
lie cnlistcd nîany zealotis coadjiutors lii his service, and oh-
taincd skulls front ancient M)exicani and Peruivian sepuichres,
and frain the grave ntouîîds of the Southcrn States and
of Central Ainerica. The first fruits of tluis was the publica-
tion, in 1839, of his C'rana Arnricana, a work, of the utiuost
value iii this departuin2nt of physical etlinology. Dr. Morton
ncxt procccdcd to extend luis labours into the most zancient
areas of huiuan colonisation, and witlu the aid of Mr. G. I.
Gliddon, tic United States Consul at Cairo, in Egypt, lie oh-
tained aut important collection of skuils freon the venerablo
catatouubs cf the Nule valley. The resuit cf tlîis was the pub-
licationu of anotlier work, Uic Cania ..Egyptiaca, in 1844,
which met wit th i liest coimîneudationis front the Arclioeulo-
gists and Etlunulogists; of LEurope. Dr. Mortun's deat took
place iii 1851, whule engaged iii tlîe prosecution of researehes
calculatedl still further te clucidate the science te which lie lind
already inade such valuable contributions. The extensive col-
lection cf crania, which ite hll mtade, including tîmose 'wlich
ftirnished the data for te two great works nanied above, lias
since been purcluased front bis widow and addcd te the Cabinet
ilf Natural Sciences cf Pluiladelphl.
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Euiropeai; Ethînologiets have net failed te appreciate tho iii-
portanîce of siîîch observations, and vaîniable collections cf

ancent.~mniaare îmow te bc umet ivitli in Paris, Stockhlm ,
Copenliagen, Ednîrhand chier IEiropean capitals. Espýe-
cial attention lias imore recently been îlirected te the subjeet Ini
Britain, and a work is iiow projceted by Joseph Barnard Dvs
Esq., and D>r. Jolun ihutain, aller tlie mnodel of Dr. Morton's
craia c A meia',spccially devotcd te flic illustration cf tîme

Eîmmooy ut' .;icat Biitini ammd Ircmmid by icanis cf Il delinia
tiolîS cf the skmIilS Of* the aIboriillal inha,-biLtailts- Of the British
Lkamds, anmd of the ramcc., iimîiciaîcly baccecding tlietn."

lim flloiîg uxtrmct frontu tht; lrosusltL cf thîs work,
wliicli is to bu.mr thic îtlc of C',mm gla ,t i,,,tt will suflice te
show tu :milmi of it., aliîîuorb, amui flic li.tîîre of tic trutis flucy
hope te elucidate :

- in aiittentimit t., ilte Natu ritl il izlory ot Mnn, suritas bas never
befuru becmi txcituld, eisibrattitig tIàc iiihaiitins et every region and
remiûte Mid.tt oft lie globe, il >eeam- itn ain.inly, timat time people wbe
first roaiedth ie wilds sud forests of olir native country simonît have
iilerlo aîlracted se litie regard. Timere have been ntsny cefltroer-

sies le decide the exact position lmelti by the aucient, Britoas in the
.seuàle ot civiiztiom. Aitiquamries lime appeale le limte nuntereiis
rehieb ut timeir arts, :Ltà. bimmaory aidm1iîceb cvidIcmces of timeir prowcss,
ilicir pittriotic %aienr, muid ot thieir lieroie ressance of even itomami
commmjiest. Timeir remininmmg wrerks have ber a traceti out andi decipliered
%ith lime mest patient investigation. But it is rcnmarkable, timat their
persenal ren:mmmim-tlicir oneumibdin Barrows over se tanly
districts of timese ta;md, mmc immîil recenlly, mmci been objecls of at-
tracion ueen lu culIectui 5, -linbke lime geolugist. whio lias gatimcred
ni>) anid tre:msured cvcry csîeoiogicil fragmiment the races cf animais
conmiimg vwillin iis dommaimi. Ilierto ne publication lias been devoted
te lime ciiet vcstige of lime organizatioiîo t lie priomitive liriton snd bis
saccessurs, dm:îî iisi inmortant anmd inistrumctive of aIl-bis Crauiiuni.
In time skmilis thimmmme>e, %ve have lime , ry Ilir e hearrt" le-t o al
tbeir reniaimis, Nwitili lime gmmmmuimmàg 1, oumîof et ime and razure of obli-
vien" hiave s1mared. Timese î<resemt amit exact imesureo f timeir diffcring
cerebral orguimizatien. et timeir intelect anml feelings; anti may bc said
te be iipre>seti wiîii a vivid ondlinme cf timeir very features andi ex-
pressionis.

It is believed timat a stifficieat nimmber of timese precions relies have
mmuw bceem exmuime fronti Bmrrows aikmd ther Tonmbm, in wi'cl tue living
bmands ot timeir brellîremi (observiimg ltme iliclales ot eternal love, or the
rites et ai ill-lmervading superstition, lmased iii inextiniguisiable aspira-
tions) depesileil tmei, te enahie us miel amerely Io reproduce the most
iivcly amîd tercible traits oft lie pritriermîl Celtic bumiter or warrior, and
lus Romnan cumm.uror, succemiemi Ly Saxon or Angle cebictsins andi
setlers, andi, haler 5ti11, by time Vikinigs of Scandinavia ; but aise te
indicato the pecoliirilies wmichli iîrkcd lime différent tribes andi races
wlme have peopled ltme diversified regiens of lime lltisb Islandis; andi
as we îlmu piclure our varieti aacesti-v, te deduce, ah. the sanie time,
tbeir pumilmemi mn time .cale of civmlizlîm.mmm by the tests ot acurate repro-
semtithien and admeasuremnieu.

These primitive ronmains aire of great inheret-of reof national
vaiue,-andm deserve time macat careiml exanlinatien andi stuîhy, tbat ibey
înay be delincaemi witm tue utmnost prccisîon-wih artistie skill wor-
tmy eft lie subjeci; and, bcing ilmus 1mCrpcttmmtcd, timcy wiil bc rescueti
front tic grasp ut accidemital dubrucmumu, amdîth ie turtiier inroads ef
frelhing age.

lit soute counnics et Euîrope, collections et Crania, such mas are
above ahlumiem te, have llrown inucli liglit on lime history and relations
oft lie carly races inhmabiting tbeni. The resulîs obhaimxed frein re-
scarcmes et thimi kind ia lime Scandimavimn k-ingdoms, have beenl pro-
senîedl te ltme world lu the ivrilings of Escbricbt, Retzius, andi Niissoa.
ln America, lime gremmt master ut ie science, thse late l>oes~Mortonm,
foundedlisclasslca'l worksoa liiboriginesof the Western World and the
anicient, Egypliatns, upon mkulîs obtained freint thme mountis and buril-
places of thme former, andi tme Caiacomnbs ot tho landi ofthe Pharaoba.
In our own country, as Dr. Priclmard, car best ethnological authority,
repemîely laments, rmmtling eft he kind, except on lIbe meat iade-
qummte scale, lias yet been attempemi. Few colntries, however, pro-
sent grenier facilities for an imquiry et this description."

Thu autliors acorîlnglY propose te issue titis work by subi-
scription, in six parts oie an imuiperial quarto size, cadli contain-


