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religion lxas been generally profissed, princes and suites ltav2 thoughit proper
to interfère witlh their autlîority, blr attcmpting to gii c it a civil estublishmont,
whichi it is not capable of reeeiving. For whiat in effect liaNe theso boasted
gîxiardianis w~' religion, and affoctionate nurses of the Chnurel establishoda, or can
thcy establish, thiat is, enforce by their nu Lhori ty ? Not the original plan of
thiatGrace whiclî bath nppeircd unto inen, )xingingivalttion; thalt niust stand,
on the hasis of divine institution, and itq omn inîrînsic, excellence, and it is
ca.lctila.ted te be the religion of cvcry mani for inîiseif, vulunitar-ily chesen and
voluntarily profossed, on -%hichi its wiole vaiue and ellicacy dcpend; not to bc
the religion of civil comn uani tics, as sueli, andl enfiureexl bytheir autliority, for
they lire not capable of it. But on1 exaxnination it wiil ho fmind that the civil
powers, (%,vlile tliey protend to establisli clmristiality') ha.ve oiy establishied
pecuiliar fornîs of professions , anI particular sects of profcssing chirîstians,
giving them an outward sanction, and granting theni certain exclusive civil
privilegý, q, and -%hlen thus enibodied, niek-nained thenii, Tusfý CîîunRctr,-thie
Chiurch by law establisied ! WVhat a ponipous title ! Whlat at glorious privi-
loge!1 Ilew speure they are %vlio are within lier consecrated pale 1 Iliglh is
the dignity. Thecy are the beli citizens, and thxe only christians! Worthy
flierefore rf the civ il patronage they receive. Thocir cireed, thecir ritual, tiieir
utndcrstand(ingcs, thedr wîlls, thieir consciences, arc ail ,taipled %vith the great
Fcal of civil aîuthority ! They have snroiy reason te rejoice t!tat thiey are au-
thiorized to be cliristiatns, and that they have received a patent whichl warrants
theni to worship thieir 0ae!O the blaspiexnyv ! O, the daring impiety 1"1
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These serinons and their nuthor are of no0 coxinon character. IVe
should bc ,rateful for variety, if the distinction or the diffierenee ho not
positiveiy fbr the worse. lThe eye wcaries in gazing everi on objeets of'
1iîultless bcnuty, if unvaried ; unclianging soutnds, Ilowever swect, soon
giate and diiii thie car, and wcre fitbled nectar thc daily drink,- it
wvould spccdiiy pall oit the palate. Variety, except iii tbings rea'lly
cvii, is a great bicsqing ; it is a perennia 1 source of pleasure, tending
and intcnded to incrense our miental strcngthi and stores, and te
promnote our spiritual intercsts. lThe monotony of pulpit style and
totie lis long beca eomplainied of, and the proverbial sanicncss and
taiiiencss of serinons, hiowever excellent thecir uiatter, have rcndered sueh
comlpositions ivell nigh utisalcable iii Uhe literary mnr"ct. Exceptions
thiere are, 1vhiclh are, azid oug'h t to ho, gratcfully hailed, even thonglih fur
short of perfèctioni. 'fles3e serinons wvith aji thecir blentlishies, -me liesitate
not to say, dý-scirve to ho welconîcd by the 'christiain conununit.y. Tfhey
diffor îvidely froin the general type of' evawgclical serinons, and yet are
strongly ixnarkced by that essential characteristie ; thecy do not belong to
el the gîavelled road fracln. But bofore saying more of tliern and
thieir authiors, the IlIntroduction" by ant Auxierican hand, cdainms a miomcnit'a
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